Chenderit School’s 40th Anniversary celebrations began in
September 2019. Our school community came together in a
range of activities to celebrate our achievements over the last
forty years and to reflect on life at school in the 2019 - 2020
academic year.
During the first week of term, all the current students and staff
gathered together on the playing field where a drone
photographed them spelling out the name of the school. In our
school gallery, previous students who had gone on to pursue
careers in the arts were invited to return to celebrate the range
and diversity of their work. Students across all year groups
worked together to create a timeline display of key historic and
cultural events that have taken place since 1979. An Alumni
event invited previous Chenderit students and staff to reconnect
and reminisce. Finally, a time capsule was constructed,
commemorating many of the school’s achievements and
accomplishments over the last forty years.
To complement the book looking back at our past achievements,
we have asked current staff and students to consider their own
feelings about Chenderit. This book documents their responses.

Students and staff joining together to celebrate the school’s 40th anniversary

Our 40th year began well and my memories of our return to school after the summer
holiday will last my lifetime: all current staff and students collected on the field, with our
school buildings as the backdrop, and we used a drone to take a photograph of us all
spelling “Chenderit School 40”. What a great way to launch our 40th year, and how excited
our students were to be involved in this most unusual of activities!
However, this year has not been the year any of us were expecting. On Friday 20th March
2020, as a result of the coronavirus pandemic – Covid-19, I closed the school until further
notice for all students apart from the children of key workers and our most vulnerable.
This was one of the saddest days of my career, not least because it cast adrift students in
years 11 and 13, who would not enjoy their usual rites of passage, such as our leavers’
assemblies, the year 11 summer ball and even sitting GCSE and A level exams!
As I write, I am now leading a virtual school, in which staff set their daily lessons online
and, increasingly, undertake live online lessons too. The overwhelming majority of our
students seem to have adapted well to their new circumstances, and are more resilient
than they ever thought they might be. A few are really struggling, and this is a constant
source of concern for us all. Amongst other means, and to try to keep our school community
buoyant, we highlight our students’ wonderful achievements through a weekly Keep
Intouch publication.
As we near the end of our 40th year, we find we are all learning new things. We have wellconsidered plans for the future, no matter what that may bring, and immense hope too.
We look forward to being back to ‘normal’ at Chenderit again one day, and, no doubt, will
enjoy the daily interactions that we used to take for granted. We are particularly looking
forward to opening our new maths block, which was entrusted to us on Friday 19th June
2020. As a community we continue to ‘aim high, work hard and be nice’ in the most
extraordinary of circumstances.

Jane Cartwright, Head Teacher

Sixth form students wearing yellow for World Mental Health Day, October 2019

“My time at Chenderit has been made special to me through the support I received
regarding my difficulties with anxiety. Throughout Sixth Form, all of my teachers
were understanding and supported me in the best ways they could, but Mrs Lester
and Ms Smart in particular helped me massively and stuck with me throughout without them I wouldn’t be the person I am today”
-Amy Adams, Year 12
“My favourite memory of Chenderit will always be charities week. I loved how we
would all come together to raise money for our favourite charities in loads of
creative ways. My favourite events held would definitely be the lip sync battles,
watching Mr Belstone dressed up in wig and lip syncing to Nicki Minaj’s “Super
Bass” was definitely a highlight. I also loved watching the Christmas
Extravaganza. As an external student it was something I had never seen anything
like before and to know that it was written and directed by the sixth form made it
even more special.”
-Hauwa Alhassan, Year 13
“I joined Chenderit in 2015. Starting a new school was daunting for me, but I made
new friends. Throughout Years 7 and 8 everything was fine, but I began to face
challenges in Year 9 with the choices I made regarding peers and members of staff.
In Year 10 I decided it was time to change. This is when I found Mrs Coleman,
Mrs Leibling and Mr Fitton. They all helped me get through it and I am so grateful
for all that they have done for me.”
-Tamzin Allan, Year 11

Mr LeRoy and the Year Seven Girls Football squad

“Over the last 2 years at Chenderit, two teachers in particular have made a
positive impact on my learning. Mrs Johnson has really helped and supported me
in my Geography lessons and I feel I have vastly improved because of her guidance.
Mr LeRoy has inspired me in Science and given me a passion for physics. His
lessons are always enjoyable and interesting, and I feel that I have learnt a lot
from his amazing lessons.”
-Jack Bowen, Year 8

“Chenderit has been a huge adventure from the beginning: from teachers, to
students and school trips. Chenderit School is special to me for many reasons, each
teacher will do everything they can to help you understand the content and make
it fun to learn. I really like the fact that Chenderit gives you lots of opportunities,
for example, the English department gave me the opportunity to participate in the
BBC 500 words competitions. I also like the way that at Christmas time, we can
give money to charity while doing fun activities. Chenderit helps you with any
problems you have.”
-Madison Brown, Year 7

“I have taught Psychology at Chenderit for over 7 years now. During my time at
the school I have got married and had 2 wonderful children. Throughout this time
I have been proud to work here. I have seen many classes of students come and
go, I have seen young people achieving far beyond their highest expectations, I
have seen students working as hard as they possibly can reaching for aspirational
grades, I have worked with inspirational staff and colleagues and made friends
that I will know for the rest of my life. My fondest memories come from A level
result days. Seeing students’ faces when they open their envelopes and see the
results of their hard work. Chenderit School has become part of who I am.
Teaching at the school has shaped me both as a person and a professional. If you
were to ask me what makes Chenderit school ‘Chenderit School’ I would say that
it is the people that work here. From the cleaning staff to the leadership team,
everybody contributes to the school and makes it a place that I am proud to be a
part of. It is the kind of place where everyone works together, where everybody
knows each other and where you feel valued.”
-Mrs Brunt

“Throughout my school career, the highlights have undoubtedly been the trips that
I’ve been lucky enough to take part in. From theatre trips in the West End and
standing in the sea at Swanage to skiing in Italy, the range of experiences was
amazing. I’ve loved being able to apply what we have studied in the classroom to
real people and real life. I’ve enjoyed seeing new places and extending my learning.
Even the coach trips have been fun! Thank you to my brilliant teachers for giving
us these excellent opportunities.”
-Grace Carter, Year 11

“Chenderit school is a great school. The teachers at Chenderit are very
encouraging and will support you with any help you need. The teachers have
pushed me to be hard working and to believe in myself. I would not be doing very
well in school if it were not for my teachers who make things so much easier to
understand, so thank you to all teachers that have taught me from year 7 – 10.
The lessons at Chenderit can be very fun especially food tech practical week, with
Mrs Rowe! Overall Chenderit is a great school to be part of!”
-Emily Coleman, Year 10

“There are so many memories of Chenderit that I will carry throughout my life but
the main one will be the attitude of the teachers. They were supportive, caring and
put students’ health and wellbeing first. Mr Belstone, Mrs Rowe and Mrs Smith
were an excellent team who supported and reassured many students on personal
and educational matters. On many occasions, they pushed me towards my goals
and refused to let anything stop me! I will always remember how they helped me
overcome many obstacles to my education and guided me to become a more
resilient person. Oh, and the lanyard assembly!”
-Paige Cripps, Year 13

"All of my teachers gave me hours of support which I will always be thankful for.
In particular, PE lessons have always been the most interesting and fun to me. Mr
Hebden always kept our class morale high and also kept our standards high to
ensure we could do as well as possible. Chenderit was very enjoyable due to both
its students and teachers."
-Sam Darke, Year 13

“As of Lockdown 2020, I am still a newcomer to Chenderit, having landed here in
Sept 2018. My fondest memories are not about any particular events, but more
sharing a sense of mood and tone of this place. The community spirit is second to
none, with a very prominent feeling that people care and respect each other. That
might sound odd - because culturally these are things that we hold dear and aspire
to enact and experience. However, in organisations like schools and workplaces
this can be lost amidst the busyness of doing and all that this brings. Yet,
Chenderit 'walks the walk', rather than just 'talks the talk' that we find in mission
statements and marketing materials. Here is a school where people look out for
each other and look after each other, like no other. From the moment I walked
through school reception, I was welcomed by relative strangers by name. I had no
idea who they were then, but that interaction counted for so much. This happened
everywhere across school - smiles and welcomes at every turn. It hasn't changed and the reason why is a simple one - its because it is 'how we are'...it is 'what we
are'. Our students are equally warm and engaging - positive and 'on the same
page'. This doesn't happen by accident. Like I said, my memory is more a
reflection. This is a wonderful place.”
-Mr Deakin

Duke of Edinburgh Gold Expedition, September 2019

“I knew from the open day I attended in Year 6 that Chenderit’s friendly
environment was one I wanted to be a part of. Mrs Rowe’s food technology lessons
sparked my passion for nutrition, and I am now hoping to study dietetics at
university next year. Taking part in DofE has been one of the highlights of my
time at Chenderit. I even look back fondly on my silver practise expedition, despite
being caught in Storm Hannah, having puddles on the inside of our tent and
having to share a sleeping bag with my friend whose kit was soaking wet!”
-Caitlin Donohoe, Year 12

“A highlight from my time at Chenderit is doing DofE. Whilst at times it was hard,
especially my gold practise expedition when our tent flooded overnight, I would
still recommend DofE to everyone. One stand out expedition was during the World
Cup in 2018, we had almost finished walking and were starting to wonder if we
were in the right place when we heard people singing football chants, then we
knew we had reached the campsite! I’ll always be grateful to Mr Gowers for
making DofE so memorable for everyone that took part.”
-Katie Elson, Year 13

Chenderit ski trip, 2019

“One of my favourite memories from my time at Chenderit has to be the Ski Trip
in 2017. It was my first time ever skiing and I couldn’t have had a better
experience. All the staff made the trip really enjoyable, they even made the 24
hour journey to Aosta fun! It was also one of the rare occasions that I got to mix
with people from other year groups and it was great to get to know and become
friends with people you wouldn’t normally have the chance to interact with.”
-Megan Elson, Year 13

“Having moved to Chenderit part way through Year 9, the teaching staff could not
have been more helpful and supportive to make my transition as simple as possible
and make sure I felt welcomed. Chenderit is a relatively small school, which I
think creates more of a community feel. I have a great group of teachers who work
hard to make learning fun and rewarding, in particular, Head of PE Mr Vickers.
Despite having to work remotely during COVID lockdown, I have received really
good support and my teachers have kept in touch and provided plenty of work,
helpful advice and feedback.”
-Sophie Ella Ford, Year 10

Year Ten Football Team

“Educational trainers are very fond of talking about teams. A quick search on the
internet will tell you that a successful team might foster, amongst other things, a
sense of psychological safety and dependability. There is no shortage of literature
to read on this subject. However, perhaps the most profound thing that I have read
about teams, in an educational context, was something that I shared with the
English team during a recent discussion on curriculum. Rosalind Walker, a
teacher of physics, claims in a recent blog post that a subject curriculum is the
team that have created it; a subject curriculum is the collective conversations, cooperation and even the disagreements that constantly go on among the best teams.
It’s a powerful idea because it gives you a sense of a team, not as an abstract idea,
but as something tangible, even concrete - increasingly important at a time when
we have lost our physical setting and the ability to communicate within a two
metre radius with anyone apart from our immediate family.
I think we are discovering more and more, in these unprecedented times, that a
school is far more than the physical building that we inhabit together. A school is
made up of those kinds of teams that Rosalind Walker discusses - groups of people
whose communication (perhaps virtual) brings something almost physical into
being. It’s a shame that as Chenderit are celebrating their fortieth birthday, there
are very few staff and students actually in the school building, but if the global
pandemic has taught us anything, it is that a ‘school’ is really the sum of the teams
that contribute to its functioning and who drive it forward due to the collective
conversations, co-operation, and maybe even disagreements, that mean we
continue to do the best we can for our students.”
-Miss Godfrey

“When I started at Chenderit, it was scary, as I had come from a tiny village
primary with only eighteen other people in my year. Chenderit is huge compared
to there, and I was pretty nervous. When I first met my tutor, Miss Bruce, she was
instantly so supportive of me, and everyone in my tutor group. She gave us all a
four leaf clover charm, which made me feel so welcome at Chenderit. Since then,
she’s really helped me and probably a lot of my tutor group too, and I’m so glad to
have her as my tutor.”
-Maggie Gosling, Year 8

“Seven years ago, I relocated to the area and I knew no one. By working at
Chenderit, I quickly felt part of a community and have made friends for life. I have
so many fond memories of staff and students and feel proud to be part of a school
environment that is welcoming and supportive to everyone. To watch our young
people come in at Year 7 and to see them mature, become more self-assured and
develop into sensible and kind young people is so rewarding and I feel privileged
to be on this journey with them.”
-Ms Greening

“My experience at Chenderit can be summed up by one word: support. As a
disabled student, I'd received little at my previous school so when I moved here for
Year 12, I was blown away by how much the community actually wanted to help.
So many people went above and beyond for me, especially Mrs Rowe and Mrs
Barlow who made my experience so much easier. I even had the ability to form a
group specifically for disabled students, which enabled me to establish even more
community around me. I'm so thankful for the time I spent here!”
-Maja Isabella Hanrahan, Year 13

“Throughout all of my time at Chenderit, I have felt supported, encouraged and
challenged to achieve the best outcomes for myself both academically and socially.
I have had opportunities both in and outside of school to take part in
extracurricular activities such as Duke of Edinburgh and more enjoyable trips
such as Thorpe Park.
Finally, the staff are always welcoming and offer the very best in terms of teaching
and support, ensuring that Chenderit is an enjoyable learning environment but a
special thank you to Mr Macrory for being a brilliant form tutor.”
-Sacha Harvey, Year 11

“Since joining Chenderit in September 2006 it has felt like being part of one big
happy family and I have loved every minute of it. Our students are fantastic and
whilst we help them get their exam results, it is their personal growth and
development that I feel privileged to witness and influence. Seeing students in
Year 7 grow to be the amazing people they become in Year 11 and 13 is the
ultimate reward of working here. The staff (and I include everyone in this, it’s not
just the teachers!) that I work with are phenomenal, always being ‘can do’ and
supportive, mixed with an invaluable sense of humour and a communal purpose
in doing the best we can for our students. Our holistic approach and extracurricular offerings are what make Chenderit so magical. The trips we offer, the
productions that are delivered, the Christmas charities week culminating in the
Extravaganza, past ACE weeks and cross curricular days and the fantastic
costumes for World Book Day are just a few of the things that make our family so
special and unique and that will live long in my memories. This is by far the best
job I’ve ever had!”
-Dr Haycock
“Wow…. five years have already past at Chenderit from the first time walking into
the daunting sports hall for assembly to the final unexpected school day. Chenderit
has been an incredible experience, my time wouldn’t be half as magnificent if it
wasn’t for every single teacher, whether they taught me or not they have all made
me smile and helped me become a better person. They made school enjoyable and
a pleasure to be a part of everyday. Ms Kennedy and Mr Dhesi have both gone
above and beyond to help guide me. I would like to thank them for getting me over
the hurdles, for having faith in my abilities and for teaching me valuable life skills.
Their lessons and stories have been fantastic.”
-Halimah Hussain, Year 11

“I knew from my very first day of teaching, that Chenderit was a very different
school to any that I had experienced before. I had heard anecdotes from teachers
about a boy a few years prior who had arrived by horse to collect his work when
isolated. I also remember the Head Teacher at the time challenging a student for
giving another a piggy-back, this being an example of some of the most challenging
behaviour. This was definitely not like any comprehensive school I’d ever taught
at, let alone studied at before.
During my very first lesson, which went swimmingly well, I remember thinking
how amazing the behaviour was - especially when I compared it to my teachertraining in inner London schools and following on from this, challenging, large
town schools. Chenderit was like a breath of fresh air, such inquisitive minds were
greeting me.
The thing that really astonished me, and will always be my go-to anecdote when
people ask what sort of school is Chenderit is, is this: On my first lesson the
students said ‘thank you’ when they left the lesson. “Thank you.” I was stunned.
Moreover, this was when one student in particular (who 8 years later on became
a TA at Chenderit), then went one step further and evaluated my teaching at the
door. I will never forget that moment! Fortunately he gave me positive feedback
on how I’d handled the class and taught the lesson! Phew! I was won over on Day
One, and am still here nine years later.”
-Mrs Jackson-Pate

“Due to the current situation, I have realised that Chenderit is the best place,
because I have positively missed it. Chenderit is special to me for a number of
reasons, these include: Transition Week; a welcoming first day at school; Year 7
Camp (where I learnt lots of new skills and challenged myself); Sports days,
Badminton club; and of course a number of lessons. The lessons I particularly
enjoy are History (due to Mr Barber's witty repartee), Music (because of having
the opportunity to practise new instruments) and Food Tech (because I get to eat
the food I create). To me though the very best part of school is friendships.”
-Eddie King, Year 9

“I joined Chenderit in Year 12 from another school. At first, I was nervous as to
how quickly I would fit in, however, from my first day I felt so welcomed and I soon
made many good friends. The teachers were ever so kind and made lessons
enjoyable. I especially love the close-knit community Chenderit offers - something
I haven’t experienced at another school. When reflecting on my time at Chenderit,
my one regret would be not joining sooner!”
-India Lathbury, Year 13

“My most memorable moments at Chenderit were always the Friday lunchtime
football games.
Mr Lloyd-Jones would give the green flag to use the field, and swarms of boys and
girls would run over to green, freshly cut grass - primed for a football match. El
Classico as we called it; A-half vs B-half - the biggest game of the century!
Crowds would form as the ball was placed in the centre, bags used as goal posts,
positions delegated to each player. Then kick-off, sliding challenges all over the
place, wild flying shots from the halfway line, and the year above stealing the
football; “it's tradition,” they said!”
-Adam Liebling, Year 11

“My time at Chenderit during it’s fortieth year marked a number of beginnings. It
was the beginning of my teaching career. It was also the beginning of my working
life in England! I remember on the eve of our first day, Mr Hindley and I were
desperately trying to think how we could fill two hours with our newly inherited
Tutor Groups… Thankfully, we were both blessed with wonderfully intuitive,
patient, kind students.
My first year at Chenderit has shaped many things about my life as a teacher. I
have gained an appreciation for the inherently pleasant nature of the students
who fill our corridors and classrooms. Many moments will stay with me. Watching
Year Nine faces light up as they suddenly ‘get’ Shakespeare’s Macbeth; teaching
Year Seven the Greek Myth of Medusa outside in the stunning September
sunlight; and watching my Tutor Group steal the show by presenting career
presentations every week. Chenderit and its students and staff have proven to be
a wonderful experience thus far, and one in which I am privileged both to work
with supportive, friendly staff, and to teach such supportive, friendly students.”
-Mr Lindsay

Year Eight Trip to Passchendaele, February 2019

“I feel so lucky that Chenderit was where I started my teaching career. I’ve felt
so supported along the way, and every single day I’ve experienced acts of kindness,
whether small or large, from both colleagues and pupils. So many people too have
helped me become a better teacher. As I came into the profession quite late,
working here has also given back to me my self-confidence after years of not really
figuring what it was I was supposed to be doing in life. For that reason, and for
all the wonderful people I’ve been lucky enough to work with, Chenderit will
always be very special for me. Here’s to another forty years!”
-Mr Macrory

“I was a student at Chenderit for 7 years, but after doing the whole university
thing I came straight back as a Teaching Assistant – I guess I wasn’t ready to
leave education just yet. Many of the people who are now my colleagues were my
teachers not so long ago, and it’s been very weird trying to adjust to using their
first names! In some ways it feels like I never left, but in others it feels like I’ve
been gone too long – I’ve had to relearn so much maths and science I thought I’d
never need again ‘in real life’… It’s been really interesting to see school from the
other side, and my job is so much fun – I get to make a real, tangible difference in
every lesson, and do something different every hour!”
-Mr Morgan

“I have had the pleasure of both attending Chenderit as a student and working
there and it has provided me with some of the best memories and experiences.
The greatest gift Chenderit has ever given me is a fresh start. During a very
difficult time in my life I secured the job as Teaching Assistant at Chenderit and
despite the enormous fear and anxiety I was experiencing at the time it was like
coming home. The staff and students all accepted me without any question and
enabled me to mend something that was quite broken inside me and I will be
forever grateful for that.
Chenderit has also provided me with some of the most hilarious moments in my
life including rolling like an army commando through Learning Support to avoid
being spotted creating a thank you video for Sheila Ultsch when she retired, Kim
Smith nearly flattening Patrick Taylor and countless students whilst ‘driving’
Courtney’s motorised wheelchair back to Learning Support and getting my hair
trapped in a tent zip at two in the morning on Year 7 camp and trying to get it out
without waking Gail Young up!
These are just a few of the brilliant memories I have of Chenderit and I hope that
there will be many more in the future.”
-Miss O’Driscoll

“It's over ten years since I first entered Chenderit, not as a teacher, but as a small
business owner and the proud occupier of a small room in the back of what was
called the Community Block. Although it took me a year before I began teaching,
I loved the ambience, the camaraderie, the friendly and engaging staff, and the
overall feeling of being at the heart of a community (a spider web with all the
strands spiralling out from the central mantra to 'Aim High, Work Hard and Be
Nice.' ) It wasn't until a year later, I got the chance to teach on the Creative Media
Diploma, which began a love affair with teaching, interaction and facilitating
creative lessons with a wonderful group of sixth formers who helped me to grow
and develop as a person.
It was this image of a web that I first remembered back in the morning of 2010, as
I walked to my office using the rear car park. I realised that the web is a perfect
symbol for how school and even life, can work. The staff and the pupils are all a
valuable and intricate part of the web, interconnected, responsive and durable as
we head on in our lives to a better and stronger future.
One of my favourite authors, poets and anthropologists was Loren Eiseley, who
spoke about the significance of the spider’s web in relation to a particular,
oncoming storm, and marvelled how, whatever the weather, the spider would
overcome all the obstacles to build the perfect web, and within it, stay safe at the
heart of it secure in the knowledge it would overcome anything that it has to face.
In his own words, ‘In the Days of Frost, seek a minor sun.’ We have just lived
through our frost, and we are still intact, responsive and resilient. Let us reap the
rewards of this web we have spun here at Chenderit with ourselves at the heart of
it, shining bold and bright and knowing that whatever the storm, we are all
interconnected, safe and strong going into our new and promising future.”
-Mr Osborne

“Throughout my time at Chenderit so far, I have made new friendships and kept
close friends with my friends from primary school. I've really enjoyed new subjects
that I didn't get to do at primary school, especially food tech, because I like making
food I haven't made before. My tutor, Mr Lindsay, is really nice and very funny!
He makes tutor time fun and we get to play games. All of my other teachers have
helped me to enjoy the lesson by doing fun things. This is one of my best school
years ever!'
-Harry Pearson, Year 7

“My last years at Chenderit were probably my best school years yet. I have worked
with the English Department to have amazing opportunities as the English
Literature Ambassador; a book club for KS3, a lecture series I was honoured to
take part in, and World Book Day. I’ve been encouraged to promote my poetry, to
the extent of being on BBC Radio Oxford thanks to Mrs Weaver!
The community and support of Chenderit is really what has given me such a
wonderful experience and amazing friends, particularly in activities like the
Debate Club. I will not forget the hours we have spent laughing.”
-Imogen Pope, Year 13

Students practising for a dance performance

“When I first started Chenderit, I had come from a small primary school so was
very daunted by the thought of having lots of older children around me. However,
I soon felt involved and felt like I was a part of a community and a big family! The
art and drama departments have impacted me the most. I never thought I'd enjoy
art as much as I do now, my imagination has been able to be put down onto paper
and the art department itself just felt like home. Through my years at Chenderit
I have been taught by Mr Christy, Ms Ball and Miss Cramb, and all three have
welcomed me into the department with a big smile and have helped me improve
my skills in every way possible.
Mrs Jackson-Pate, Mrs Haywood and Mr Ledger have built my confidence up to
be able to perform on a stage in front of lots of people. My dream is to be on stage
and without the help of these three wonderful teachers who have offered the most
amazing opportunities to me, I would not know where to go in life.
Before starting Chenderit I wasn't even sure what English was, but with the
contribution of all the English teachers I have been able to develop a love for it.
Since Year 8, I have not been able to keep my head out of a book or away from
analysing a movie. Ms Weaver has such a passion for English, and she's been able
to pass that onto me and I’m now considering it for A levels.
Chenderit is not only a school, but is a second home, full of smiling teachers and
loving friends that I will treasure for life.”
-Olivia Quick, Year 10

Duke of Edinburgh Gold Expedition, September 2019

“For me, the defining moment during my time at Chenderit would be an assembly
on arguably the most valuable thing in life: time. Often visualising the video that
was played, acting as a reminder to work hard and to use time effectively, to get
the most out of life. Chenderit is a place where the time spent is beyond value,
providing opportunities to find passions, and build life-long relationships with
others. Teachers surpassing expectations: Mrs McIlwain and Mr Dhesi for giving
the best advice; Mr Hebden for always giving the best motivational speeches,
making the time at Chenderit so memorable.”
-Tom Reid, Year 12

“I started working at Chenderit in January 2020, after moving to Banbury with
my fiancé the previous month. I felt nervous to be starting mid-way through the
school year, especially seeing as I was also part way through my NQT year, but
my nerves were quickly settled when I began working with the fantastic team in
the English department.
Well, what a start it’s been! Little did I know that I would only be spending three
months in the school building itself, before the Covid-19 lockdown began! I have
spent longer working from home than I have on site, but the one thing that hasn’t
changed is the continuous support from my team. I truly feel ‘at home’ at
Chenderit, and I could not have wished for a better start to my teaching career.”
-Ms Sackman

“My experience of Chenderit has given me many memories that I will cherish for
life. I’ve developed friendships with many people and bonded with teachers over
the years to get the best experience possible. I remember being terrified on my
first day at school whereas on my first day at sixth form I felt confident and excited
to start again. Miss Montague was my tutor throughout these years and she
helped me a lot to get where I am now along with Mr Hebden and Mr Vickers
keeping me entertained during my sports and PE experiences all this time.”
-Dan Scarlett, Year 12

“During my time at Chenderit, I’ve been fortunate enough to receive many
amazing opportunities. The school has opened my eyes to a number of new things
since I began my journey in Year Seven. I was welcomed to Debate Club, where I
developed my communication skills and my ability to articulate. I revelled in many
musical theatre productions that I loved being a part of, and I organised many
events to support PLUS. I’ve met many incredible teachers who supported me
throughout all of my endeavours and I’ve made some really amazing friends who
have encouraged and looked out for me.”
-Lily Sear, Year 11

“I didn't realise how much I would miss school when we stopped being able to go.
I really miss being able to play drums at break times. I can't wait to be able to play
again. I've made some great friends since being at Chenderit and can't wait to see
them all again.”
-Charlie Semonin, Year 8

“I started at Chenderit about 2 years ago, and it has been a very interesting time.
I have had many new experiences. I have engaged with subjects that I could never
have done at my primary school. I have made many new friends and had a lot of
fun. I have had good teachers, interesting lessons, and fun sport in PE. I look
forward to meeting with my friends and having fun during break. I have enjoyed
my time here and look forward to going back once the Covid-19 pandemic is over.”
-Milo Short, Year 8

Musical Theatre Society’s “Mary Poppins Jr” February 2020

“I would say that Chenderit is a very special place for me. It was where it all
began...you could say I was 'made' at Chenderit! I started working in Inclusion
and through the encouragement of some very special colleagues (they know who
they are!), I took on some English and Art teaching and never looked back!
Chenderit is a small school with a big community feel. It really is all about the
people here and a shared vision that is impossible to beat anywhere else. Shout
out to Tom Christy and Caitlin Montague who championed my teaching journey
and believed in me from day one. Also to a special head-teacher who recognised
my potential and gave me the opportunities to "aim high" and inspire others to
share my passion for teaching and learning as a life-long learner striving to "be
the change"!”
-Ms Sivyer

“From day one at Chenderit, teachers have always encouraged me to ‘Aim High’,
to demonstrate commitment in class and to achieve results to the best of my
ability. Teachers have always made sure that we enjoy our experiences and
lessons, which makes Chenderit flawless, for me, because I always feel that
teachers do everything for our benefit but in a fun and interesting way so we
appreciate our time at school. Although I have many years left to go at Chenderit,
the years I have spent here have been the best, and will ensure I remember my
experience with joy”
-Alfie Smith, Year 8

Year Thirteen artwork, 2020

“The Art Department was an absolute second home to me; being surrounded by all
the caring and understanding staff who were always on the same page, made me
always feel comfortable. All the art teachers and the technicians made my time at
Chenderit an exciting, enjoyable, and challenging experience; trying new
techniques and learning new skills were invaluable to me and I am very grateful.
I also loved the opportunity to work with younger years, reading with them in the
mornings. I met many young spirits who make up the school every year, alongside
studying three very interesting subjects in my final two years.”
-Heather Sykes, Year 13

“I joined Chenderit School only this year - it's 40th Anniversary year - after
making a bold decision to move up from London to live in the country. It was with
a mix of excitement and nervousness that I started here in September 2019. What
were the students going to be like? My classroom? My colleagues? My fears and
anxieties didn't last long as I quickly settled into the Chenderit way and fell in
love with its community. The staff are supportive and friendly, and so were the
students and their families. It has been a journey adapting to a whole new way of
life up here, a much slower and friendlier way (not to mention an unprecedented
year to be a teacher to say the least), but I wouldn't go back for all the money in
the world. I am looking forward to the future up here and the new chapter that
awaits me.”
-Ms Weaver

“After finishing Year Six, my family and I moved to the south of France where I
began year 7. I really struggled at school there, because every lesson was of course
taught in French.
Although I began to pick up some of the language I effectively missed the whole of
Year 7. We moved back after a year and I thought I would struggle at Chenderit
having missed so much. It was great to learn in my own language and see my
friends again. I was made to feel so welcome.”
-Bella Wilson, Year 8

“Collating these two books of memories has been a rewarding experience. In our
busy day to day lives we seldom have a chance to reflect on what we value most,
or on what makes our school special. Reading the memories of staff from when the
school first opened in 1979, or those that teach here now; the memories of students
who now have children or grandchildren of their own, or the memories of students
who only just started Chenderit in September 2019, one common feature shines
through every contribution: it is the people in our community that make it such a
great place to be. It is clear that Chenderit has always been an ambitious school
and that teachers continue to work hard to encourage and inspire our students.
Our students have always responded to these challenges, and have grasped the
opportunities available. We are all lucky to be part of such a supportive
community. It is friendships that matter most. Our daily interactions, however
trivial they may seem at the time, are important. We each share a responsibility
to always show others the same kindness we would hope to receive.”
-Mr Christy

