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THE SIXTH FORM TEAM 
                    
 
Welcome, and thank you for your interest in Chenderit Sixth Form. 
 
Moving from Year 11 to studying at sixth form is an incredibly exciting and exhilarating time 
for students; you are now able to choose which subjects to study, become more independent 
and really develop a love for learning, both academically and personally. Staff at Chenderit 
aim to inspire you to exceed your potential and to do this, we aim to be outstanding at all 
times.  
 
An outstanding Sixth form will offer you the opportunity to get great grades, be taught by 
excellent teachers who are experts in their field, and work with ambitious, friendly and hard 
working students. Chenderit’s sixth form can offer all of this and more to you. Sixth form is 
about so much more than the qualifications and skills that you will gain in your time here. In 
the two years you spend with us, you will discover and develop so much about yourself; our 
aim is to ensure you leave Chenderit at the end of Year 13 as a well-rounded, resilient and 
well-qualified young adult who is well equipped and excited to go out into the wider world 
and make your mark. 
  
At Chenderit, we offer a fantastic range of A Level and Level 3 qualifications. We are 
committed to a comprehensive ethos and we achieve excellent results because we are an 
inclusive community that values learning in its broadest sense. We tailor experiences within 
the sixth form to ensure that every student is able to succeed in whichever pathway they 
choose.  Two years at Chenderit will give you a strong foundation for whatever you choose 
to do in the future.  Not only will you be pushed to exceed your potential in your subjects, but 
you will also be able to draw on co-curricular experiences, voluntary work, fantastic advice 
and guidance, new friends and the support of a superb and incredibly dedicated pastoral 
team. 
 
Please call and make an appointment to come and look around Chenderit and make your 
own mind up. There is far more to tell and see than can be written in these pages. 
 
Mr B Belstone – Head of Sixth Form 
 
 
Chenderit Sixth Form is a welcoming and inclusive community; from the invested and kind 
staff to the open-minded students, the school provides a relaxed and professional 
environment in which to forge new friendships. The sixth form experience is enjoyable for the 
opportunities created by staff and students who wish to contribute to and benefit from the 
school community. Whatever your current interests, teachers are eager to support and 
facilitate your pursuit of them.  
 
With the many opportunities and the passionate and experienced teachers there is a high 
likelihood that you will develop a range of new interests. There truly are so many 
opportunities available to students in the sixth form such as the musical theatre society, 
creative writing club, ARTiculation, poetry by heart, debate club, and public speaking. These 
opportunities offer invaluable experience and skills which you have the chance to develop 
under the guidance of talented and inspirational teachers.  
 
The increased freedom, influence and responsibilities of sixth formers within the school 
community are manifest within the sixth form committee; student ambassadors play a 
significant role in the decisions and representation of the school. Subjects at school are 
taught exceptionally well with the right amount of challenge and support for each student.  
 



 

 

As one student has commented, “I have enjoyed my subjects and experience at Chenderit 
and I feel well equipped for university and beyond. Staff have equipped me with the 
knowledge, communication skills and resilience in order to succeed.” 
 
Chenderit motivates students to raise their aspirations and “Aim High”. The school 
encourages its students to be curious and to work hard. Chenderit values considerate 
students who, above all, want to “Be Nice”. 
 
Sixth Form Ambassador Team 2018-2019 
  



 

 

THE PROGRAMME FOR ENTRY TO THE SIXTH FORM IN 2019-2021 
 

Date Event Details 

26/09/2018 Year 11 HYCS Evening 
Mr Belstone and Mrs Rowe are available to discuss any 
initial queries prior to application 

30/10/2018 Year 11 Assembly 

Mr Belstone’s assembly focuses on what life is like in 
Chenderit sixth form and what other progression routes 
are available to students post 16, including college and 
apprenticeships 

29/11/2018 
Sixth Form Open 
Evening – 7pm 

An opportunity for all prospective students to find out 
about the sixth form, to meet subject staff and to start the 
process of choosing courses for next year.  Application 
forms and prospectus pages will be available for 
prospective students to take away. 

December- 
February 

Visits to the school 
Students wishing to join Chenderit from outside are 
invited to have a tour of the school before submitting an 
application form. 

14/01/2019 

Deadline for 
applications and subject 

choices to the sixth 
form to ensure 

February interview 

Application received on and prior to this date will be 
interviewed at the end of January and into February. 
Applications received after this date will still be accepted 
but interviews will occur at a later date. 

W/C 
28/01/2018 

Year 11 into 12 
interviews for Chenderit 

Students. 

Parents and students are invited to discuss course and 
options with the sixth form team once the application 
forms have been received. 

May and 
June 2019 

GCSE Examinations 

25/06/2019 
and 

26/06/2019 
Induction Days 

Students can attend taster sessions, get to know the 
school, staff and students and meet their tutors.  

22/08/2019 
GCSE results received 
– 9:00am to 12:00pm 

Mr Belstone, Mrs Rowe and other senior staff are 
available at school on results day to offer advice and 
support.  All students joining the sixth form must see Mr 
Belstone or Mrs Rowe to confirm their places. 

13/09/2019 
All students to finalise 
their choice of courses 

All students should ensure that they are happy with the 
courses they have enrolled onto and confirm their place 
on these courses. 

 
 

Entry requirements 
 
Access to an A Level course requires 5 GCSEs grades 9 – 4 including English and 
mathematics.  Some subjects may require specific grades if chosen for further study at 
advanced level or, in the case of subjects not previously studied, in a related discipline. 
 
Students who have a minimum of 5 grades 9 - 4 but do not have a grade 4 in either English 
or mathematics may study for a resit examination. 
 

 



 

 

What is life like at Chenderit Sixth Form? 

 
Chenderit Sixth Form is a close-knit and supportive community of students, specialist 
teachers and support staff who share high expectations of themselves and each other.   
Chenderit Sixth Form is a vibrant, dynamic community: we have a large and thriving sixth 
form and students join from a variety of surrounding schools to achieve their goals with us.   
Every student is supported by a specialist pastoral support tutor and their learning is led by 
teachers with a wide experience of working with the 16 – 19 age range.  Tutors monitor 
student progress regularly and offer information, advice and guidance on the next steps 
students need to take to fulfil their goals. 
 
Chenderit Sixth Form is an inclusive community and we actively promote an atmosphere of 
engagement with all the aspects of sixth form life that add value to the years a student 
spends with us.  Every student will have the opportunity to mentor other students in the 
school, to volunteer in the community, to take part in debate, drama, sport, charity 
fundraising and so much more. Life in the sixth form is so much more than about academic 
attainment – it is about students developing a wider set of skills that will enable them to 
leave us as successful young adults.   
 
Chenderit Sixth Form has seen some excellent results over the past few years and we have 
a clear pattern of rising achievement.  Based on the most recent data available, on average, 
our students made more progress from their starting points than in other sixth forms in the 
area. Last year our students achieved at the highest levels: 20% of A levels were passed at 
A or A* and 42% were passed at A*-B.  The vast majority of applicants were able to accept 
their first choice universities or secured places on vocational courses. Others progressed 
into related employment or apprenticeships. We are dedicated to ensuring that our students 
achieve the best that they can and we are unwavering in our resolve to help guide them into 
a career path that is most suitable for them. 
 
Our most recent Ofsted report in 2017 noted that: 

“Leaders and governors share a clear understanding of what the school is trying to 
achieve. The school has a calm and purposeful feel, and pupils are keen to learn and 
do their best. Pupils are confident, friendly and engage well with visitors. They 
describe their school as ‘close knit’ and a ‘friendly community’.  

“There is a rigorous approach to monitoring the quality of teaching. Consequently, 
the quality of teaching, learning and assessment is now consistent across the school. 
Pupils benefit from opportunities to take part in extra-curricular activities, such as 
debating, sport and drama, which play a significant role in developing their 
confidence. The school’s pastoral team provides effective support to pupils who, for 
whatever reason, need some extra support or a listening ear.” 

 
The two years that you spend with us at Chenderit will be among the most exciting, 
demanding and rewarding in your life.  You will develop as a person and as a learner and 
leave us as a young adult ready to meet the challenges and grasp the opportunities that face 
you.  Chenderit Sixth Form will be with you every step of the way and the experience you 
gain will help sustain you and support you throughout your entire life. 
 
    
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

What pastoral support do we offer? 
 

At Chenderit, pastoral support is at the heart of everything we do.  Each student is assigned 
to a tutor group and a specialist 16 – 19 form tutor who will help you develop the reflective 
skills you need to monitor your progress and ensure success throughout your time with us. 
Your tutor will also provide you with access to information, support and guidance as you 
decide on your career goals and develop as an adult ready to embark on your next steps.  
Your tutor is there not only to challenge you and support you but also to help you learn the 
study and organisational skills that will stand you in good stead all your life.  Your tutor will 
also be your first port of call for social and emotional support and their role is to ensure that 
you are happy, focussed and making progress. 
 
We are also incredibly fortunate to have a dedicated study supervisor who is permanently 
based in the Sixth Form Study Centre. Miss Norris works closely with all of our students to 
ensure they are developing the independent study skills that are required to secure success 
in their examinations, whilst also providing care, guidance and support to students who may 
need it.  
 
The sixth form team work very closely in conjunction with the safeguarding and inclusion 
teams to ensure that all students’ needs are met and that the wellbeing and welfare of our 
students is constantly monitored. This allows us to work effectively as a team and ensure 
that the wellbeing of our students is at the forefront of our work. 
 

What enrichment opportunities are on offer at Chenderit? 
 

Enrichment is an important and exciting opportunity for young adults within our sixth form. It 
allows you to engage in a non-academic based curriculum and develop your interests and 
your skills. These skills will then help you to become a well-rounded, unique and employable 
individual who can leave our sixth form as a happy and confident young adult. Students in 
Year 12 are expected to complete a minimum of 30 hours of enrichment throughout the 
academic year and these hours are recorded in a personal log that each student will receive 
at the start of Year 12. The options you choose to take will help you develop both as a 
learner and as a person in general.  All Year 12 students are expected to take part in 
voluntary work/activities each week. School-based opportunities include standing for election 
to the Student Council and the Sixth Form Committee, applying for leadership roles, 
mentoring younger students and supporting teaching departments. 
 
Beyond these opportunities there are drama and music productions each year, sports teams 
and clubs, trips abroad, subject visits, guest speakers, university trips and a wide variety of 
special interest clubs.   At Chenderit Debate Club there is training for experts and beginners 
alike: Chenderit is one of only a few from the state sector that competes on a national level 
and has an excellent reputation.  Chenderit sixth formers take part in many local and 
national competitions in all sorts of fields, from poetry to sport, and from Model United 
Nations to essay writing.  There is a thriving Duke of Edinburgh Award scheme and we 
actively encourage our students to dedicate their time to this. Some of our most successful 
activities are those that have been initiated by students and if you have an idea and the will 
to make it happen, then Chenderit is the place to make your mark. 
 
Enrichment work can also take place in the wider community. Many students undertake work 
within the local community, for example with Scout or Beaver groups, Cadets or volunteering 
in community centres. We encourage our students to undertake these activities and they can 
also count towards their enrichment hours. 
 
The commitment and dedication that students show by undertaking these activities is a key 
skill that university admissions tutors and employers look for in their applicants. By fully 
embracing the values of the enrichment programme and completing their hours, students are 
giving themselves the best chance of being successful in the future. 



 

 

What are the expectations for work experience? 
 

All students in our sixth form are required to arrange their own work experience, with the 
support of the guidance team, during work experience week in July. The work experience 
week is the culmination of a year’s worth of work in tutor time and core lessons in which 
students are helped to find placements that are linked to their career aspirations. Each year 
students spend time in the autumn term researching and securing placements in the UK and 
abroad.  Work experience is highly valued by students and prospective employers and if 
students have made well considered choices for their placements, this can lead to the offer 
of future employment or allow successful networking to take place.  

 
How do prospective students choose the right courses for them? 

 
The most important criteria for choosing post-16 qualifications is that you are enthusiastic 
about the subject and that you are able to succeed.  However, if you are interested in 
applying to university following the sixth form, you should be mindful of several points about 
this process. 
 
Universities look for students who not only have good grades, but grades in the right 
subjects for the course they want to apply for. If you already know what you want to study at 
university, you should think about choosing subjects which give you the best possible 
preparation for your chosen degree course. Information on GCSE and A Level requirements 
for different university courses can be found by searching the UCAS website: 
http://search.ucas.com/   If you are not sure what you want to study at university yet, it’s 
important to choose subjects which will leave as many options open as possible. 
 
The Russell Group Universities (a group of 24 leading universities) recommend that if you 
don’t know what you want to study at university, it’s a good rule of thumb that taking two 
facilitating subjects (ie: Mathematics, Further Maths, English Literature, Physics, Biology, 
Chemistry, Geography, History and Languages) will keep a wide range of degree courses 
open to you. A wealth of detailed information on this issue can be found at: Russell Group - 
Informed Choices 

The same applies for apprenticeship providers and employers; students should have made 
well-considered subject choices that allow them to develop skills that are relevant for their 
intended destination post-18. However, if they are still unsure, it is best to choose subjects 
that they currently enjoy and are succeeding in. 

The top pieces of advice that we give to students are: 

 Read the subject/course descriptions from each subject you are interested in. 
 

 Consider the results your subject teachers predict that you may get and the careers 
advice that you have been given. 

 

 Take your time to find out about all the subjects/courses that interest you and are 
relevant to your possible career. 

 

 Pick subjects/courses that you enjoy, that you are good at and that will lead to a career 
or university course that you are interested in. 

 

 Record your ideas as you discuss subjects with staff and students. 
 

 Speak to current sixth form students to see how they find each subject. 
  

 Take your time to make the choice that is right for you. 

https://www.russellgroup.ac.uk/media/5272/informedchoices-print.pdf
https://www.russellgroup.ac.uk/media/5272/informedchoices-print.pdf


 

 

What careers guidance is available at Chenderit? 
 

The careers library at Chenderit contains prospectuses for most UK universities and places 
of further education as well as books and resources that offer guidance for students of all 
ages who are considering study, work or training for their future.  
 
Students are encouraged to attend open days and taster days all over the country as they 
start to clarify their aspirations.  The sixth form team organise a UCAS evening and a 
pathways evening for all Year 12 students and their parents and carers to raise awareness 
of the opportunity to study at university or apply for an apprenticeship or seek employment.  
We organise visits and talks to promote UK and international universities and offer specific 
support for those applying to competitive courses at excellent universities.   Previous events 
were supported by staff from Oxford, Southampton, Coventry, Northampton, Birmingham 
and Oxford Brookes Universities, local colleges of Further Education, local and national 
employers and the army. Trips to events such as the UCAS Convention also allow students 
to acquire further information about university or employment. 
 
During the summer term of Year 12 all students will complete a personal statement or CV 
and covering letter with expert help from tutors and employers to ensure that they have the 
best chance at representing themselves effectively. There is comprehensive support offered 
throughout the UCAS process.  In addition interview support and preparation is offered to all 
those attending competitive interviews. 
 

What financial support is available for sixth formers? 
 

Each year Chenderit receives funds from central government to support students who find 
themselves in financial hardship.  The 16 to 19 Bursary Fund provides financial support to 
help students overcome specific barriers to participation so they can remain in education. 
 

 Vulnerable Bursary 
 Young people in care, care leavers, young people in receipt of Income 

Support/Universal Credit and Disabled young people in receipt of both 
Disability Living Allowance/Personal Independence Payments and 
Employment Support Allowance 
 

 Discretionary Bursary 
 If household income is less than £25,000 a year and/or the student is eligible 

for free school meals then they can get extra financial support 
 

 If students are eligible for either of these bursaries, then full details and application forms 
can be sought from the Sixth Form Office or the Finance Office. 
 
 

How do we admit students to the Sixth Form? 
  
In September 2019, we are expecting to admit up to 180 students into Year 12 and 
anticipate being able to offer places to students wishing to join Chenderit from elsewhere. 
Should we receive more applications than we have places, the usual school admission 
criteria will apply. 
 
Individual courses, particularly with practical facilities such as Photography may fill up, in 
which case an early expression of interest may be a factor we use in allocating places. 
 
If a student wishes to study with us at Chenderit, then we will do all that we can to 
accommodate them in line with our entry requirements and admissions policy. Further 
details of our admissions policy can be found on the school’s website. 
 



 

 

How do we promote spiritual, moral, social and cultural (SMSC) development? 
 
Chenderit Sixth Form recognises the central role that the spiritual, moral, social and cultural 
development of students plays in their development as members of the school community.  
The academic, pastoral and extra-curricular programme is designed to:  
 

 enable students to develop their self-knowledge, self-esteem and self-confidence;  

 enable students to distinguish right from wrong and to respect the civil and criminal 

law of England; 

 encourage students to accept responsibility for their behaviour, show initiative, and to 

understand how they can contribute positively to the lives of those living and working 

in the locality of the school and to society more widely; 

 enable students to acquire a broad general knowledge of and respect for public 

institutions and services in England; 

 further tolerance and harmony between different cultural traditions by enabling 

students to acquire an appreciation and respect for their own and other cultures;  

 encourage respect for other people; 

 encourage respect for democracy and support for participation in the democratic 

processes, including respect for the basis on which the law is made and applied in 

England. 

A significant part of this development is the discussion of fundamental British values 
including: 
 

 an understanding of how citizens can influence decision-making through the 

democratic process;  

 an appreciation that living under the rule of law protects individual citizens and is 

essential for their wellbeing and safety 

 an understanding that there is a separation of power between the executive and the 

judiciary, and that while some public bodies such as the police and the army can be 

held to account through Parliament, others such as the courts maintain 

independence;  

 an understanding that the freedom to choose and hold other faiths and beliefs is 

protected in law;  

 an acceptance that other people having different faiths or beliefs to oneself (or having 

none) should be accepted and tolerated, and should not be the cause of prejudicial 

or discriminatory behaviour; and  

 an understanding of the importance of identifying and combatting discrimination. 

All sixth formers at Chenderit School are represented by the elected members of the Sixth 
Form Committee and are encouraged to play an active part in the running of the school.  
This body consults on many aspects of school life and meets on a weekly basis.  The 
assembly and tutorial programme encourages students to examine their place in society and 
enables discussion of values and the ideas that are central to our democratic system.  Our 
core values are promoted across the curriculum in all subjects, by nurturing concepts of 
tolerance, reasoned discussion, listening to others and awareness of difference. These are 
embodied in our behaviour code and equality statement, and in our safeguarding.  
 

Where do our students go after Sixth Form? 
  

Destination percentages (2018 Y13 leavers) 
University or other education             70% 
Employment (full time)          17%     
Apprenticeship                       12%                   
Gap Year                                1%  



 

 

What do students think of their experience in Chenderit Sixth Form? 
 
 
“It wasn’t until I started my A Levels that I discovered my love for English. I knew that I 
wanted to study this subject at university, but I knew how competitive the courses were. I 
was pleased that my other choices of art and history complemented my studies in English 
well. I could see links between the topics I was studying, such as analytical skills. Once it 
came time to start planning to fill in my UCAS form, my tutor gave me loads of support to 
help me get there! On results day, I was so excited that I got the grades and got into uni.”  
 
 
 
“When I’d finished GCSEs I was so excited about the opportunity to study subjects I really 
loved. I played around with the idea of going to college but the enthusiasm and dedication of 
all the teachers I had, definitely motivated my decision to stay on to sixth form. I ended up 
taking A Levels in English, history and maths. I knew that I wanted to pursue a career in law, 
so I needed to show the ability to write clearly, analyse texts and be logical in my thought 
processes to get there. I feel my time at Chenderit sixth form helped me to realise and 
achieve my full potential, standing me in very good stead for my law degree at Aberystwyth 
University.”  
 
 
 
“I joined Chenderit from another local school.  I’d been given some guidance about subject 
choices but I didn’t properly decide until I got there. I decided to study health and social care, 
biology and psychology. It was a bit daunting at first, getting used to the different teachers 
and subjects. However, throughout the year, the great people I met (staff and students!) 
helped me feel confident and make loads of friends. By the end of the year, I’d become 
really interested in joining the RAF as a nurse.  My subject choices helped me to move into 
nursing because all of my subjects linked to understanding the human body and caring for 
others. ” 
 
 
 
“As my parents have run a successful business since I was born, I knew that I wanted to the 
work there after A-Levels. I took business studies to help my understanding of how things 
are run and managed as well as the current issues surrounding business… media and 
photography were my other choices, because they involved research, analysis of materials 
and some creativity. It was tough to juggle these subjects but my tutor helped me make a 
study timetable. This has also helped my time management now I’m working, along with the 
overall understanding of business that I gained from my A-Level work.” 
  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  



 

 

 
SUBJECTS CURRENTLY OFFERED 

 
 Art & Design (Fine art, Art textiles) 

 Art & Design - Photography        

 Biology 

 Business Studies 

 Chemistry 

 Drama and Theatre Studies 

 English Language & Literature 

 English Literature 

 Food and Nutrition Level 3 Cambridge Technical 

 Geography 

 Government and Politics 

 Health and Social Care Cambridge Technical Certificate 

 History  

 Maths Pure & Mechanics 

 Maths Pure & Stats 

 Maths Further 

 Media Studies 

 Modern Foreign Languages (French, German and Spanish) 

 Music  

 Philosophy and Ethics 

 Physical Education 

 Physics 

 Product Design 

 Psychology 

 Sociology 

 

 Btec Customer Services Level 2 

 English and mathematics re-sit 

 Extended Project Qualification 

 

 
 

  



 

 

A LEVEL ART & DESIGN 
FINE ART 

   
PREREQUISITES:  
 
5 GCSEs grades 9 – 4 including English and mathematics and art at grade 4+. 

  

Students need to enjoy art, and should be looking forward to investing their own time in 
practising and developing their skills, responding to the advice that they are given and 
striving to become artists in their own right. Enthusiasm, passion and intellect are the 
basic requirements for all sixth form artists; creativity and talent are advantageous but 
can be developed over time.  
  

EXAM BOARD, COURSE SPECIFICATIONS AND WEB LINK:  

  
Edexcel, 9FAO: Edexcel Art specification   

  

“The centre deserves to be commended on providing such a rich and vibrant creative 
environment in which candidates were often fulfilling their creative potential. It was 
abundantly clear that this was a well taught course with apposite structures and stimuli 
in place.”  
Edexcel Moderator 

  

WHY STUDY ART?  
  

Art is more than just a subject to choose: it can become a way of life! As the creative 
industries continue to flourish both in this country and across the world, A-level Art is 
often the stepping stone to success in a variety of professions. Art at Chenderit is both 
supportive and challenging, where students develop their practical and analytical skills 
to become better artists. Art can be a magical experience where students learn how to 
make something beautiful out of little more than good ideas. Art students learn to 
develop their creativity, their analytical understanding, their visual literacy and their 
project management. Studying art can not only make you a better artist, it can make you 
a better learner and even a better person.  “Art is not a mirror to reflect the world, but a 
hammer with which to shape it.” 
  

WHAT SKILLS TO BE GAINED BY STUDYING ART? 
  

The key skills for all artists to develop are those of observing and recording, together 
with the discovery and experimentation of techniques and materials. Practical skills are 
often cited by students as the most important aspect of the course. However, of equal 
value are the analytical, conceptual, creative and project management skills that are 
inherently linked to success in this subject.   
  

WHAT WILL I STUDY? 
  

 The work involves observation, recording with materials, researching the work of 

artists and the production of a final piece.  

 The sketchpad, the camera and the work journal are all used constantly.  

 The course begins with a foundation module that allows all students to develop their 

basic skills.  

 As the course progresses, students are given gradually more independence. In Y13, 

students select their own coursework brief to reflect their own interests as artists.   

http://qualifications.pearson.com/en/qualifications/edexcel-a-levels/art-and-design-2015.html


 

 

 

 

 

HOW WILL I BE ASSESSED? 

  

60% is coursework involving an illustrated essay combined with practical assignments 
and 40% is a set question with six weeks preparation time and a 15 hour timed practical 
exam.   
  

WHERE CAN ART LEAD?  

  

Besides obvious areas like architecture, graphic design, fashion, design etc. the A level 
Art course provides students with life skills and creative approaches which are much 
valued by employers in many fields. Many of our students go on to continue their 
journey as artists at foundation courses or at degree level. A good Art A level grade is 
evidence that a student: has strong practical skills; is creative and has good aesthetic 
judgement; can solve problems and find solutions; can work to a deadline and can 
respond to specific feedback. These attributes are all attractive to employers.  
 
CONTACT 
For further information about this course, contact Tom Christy, Head of Art, at 
tchristy@chenderit.northants.sch.uk 
 

 

 
Studying Art at A level has been the most enjoyable part of my secondary education.  I 

feel proud of my achievements, and I am grateful for the help and suppprt of the 

teachers in the department.  I feel that I have made such a lot of progress since 

beginning this journey.  My advice to year 12 students just starting the course would be 

‘Listen to the advice given by your teachers: they know what 

they are talking about.”  

 

Toby (Student)     

    

      

 
 
 
 
  

 

mailto:tchristy@chenderit.northants.sch.uk


 

 

A LEVEL ART & DESIGN  
ART TEXTILES 

   
PREREQUISITES:  
 
5 GCSEs grades 9 – 4 including English and mathematics and art at grade 4+. 

  

Students need to enjoy art, and should be looking forward to investing their own time in 
practising and developing their skills, responding to the advice that they are given and 
striving to become artists in their own right. Enthusiasm, passion and intellect are the 
basic requirements for all sixth form artists; creativity and talent are advantageous but 
can be developed over time. Ideally students should have studied Art Textiles at GCSE 
level. If this is not the case, it is important that prospective students talk through their 
choices with art staff. If students are applying from other schools, it is important to state 
that the Art Textiles course is a surface pattern course- students design and print their 
own fabrics using screen-printing processes. Unlike some art textiles courses in other 
centres, we do not work with stitch or weave processes. 
  

EXAM BOARD, COURSE SPECIFICATIONS AND WEB LINK:  

  
Edexcel, 9TEO: Edexcel Art and Design specification  

  

“The centre deserves to be commended on providing such a rich and vibrant creative 
environment in which candidates were often fulfilling their creative potential. It was 
abundantly clear that this was a well taught course with apposite structures and stimuli 
in place.”  
Edexcel Moderator 

  

WHY STUDY ART TEXTILES?  

  

Art Textiles is more than just a subject to choose: it can become a way of life! As the 
creative industries continue to flourish both in this country and across the world, A-level 
Art Textiles is often the stepping stone to success in a variety of professions. Art 
Textiles at Chenderit is both supportive and challenging, where students develop their 
practical and analytical skills to become better artists. This is a course that is extremely 
well resources, and students who have gone on to study textiles at university have come 
back to tell us how lucky they were to have such a strong department for their A level 
course. Art students learn to develop their creativity, their analytical understanding, their 
visual literacy and their project management. Studying art can not only make you a 
better artist, it can make you a better learner and even a better person,  “Art is not a 
mirror to reflect the world, but a hammer with which to shape it.” 
  

WHAT SKILLS TO BE GAINED BY STUDYING ART? 
  

The key skills for all artists to develop are those of observing and recording, together 
with the discovery and experimentation of techniques and materials. Practical skills are 
often cited by students as the most important aspect of the course. However, of equal 
value are the analytical, conceptual, creative and project management skills that are 
inherently linked to success in this subject.   
  
 

WHAT WILL I STUDY? 
  

The work involves observation, recording with materials, researching the work of artists, 
designing and the production of a final printed fabric using screen printing processes.  

http://qualifications.pearson.com/en/qualifications/edexcel-a-levels/art-and-design-2015.html


 

 

 

 

The sketchpad, the camera and the work journal are all used constantly.  
The course begins with a foundation module that allows all students to develop their 
basic skills. As the course progresses, students are given gradually more 
independence. In Y13, students select their own coursework brief to reflect their own 
interests as artists.   
  

HOW WILL I BE ASSESSED? 

  

60% is coursework involving an illustrated essay combined with practical assignments 
and 40% is a set question with six weeks preparation time and a 15 hour timed practical 
exam.   
  

WHERE CAN ART TEXTILES LEAD?  

  

Besides obvious areas like graphic design, fashion, design and so on the A level Art 
course provides students with life skills and creative approaches which are much valued 
by employers in many fields. Many of our students go on to continue their journey as 
artists at foundation courses or at degree level. A good Art A level grade is evidence 
that a student: has strong practical skills; is creative and has good aesthetic judgement; 
can solve problems and find solutions; can work to a deadline and can respond to 
specific feedback. These attributes are all attractive to employers.  
 
CONTACT 
 
For further information about this course, contact Tom Christy, Head of Art, at 
tchristy@chenderit.northants.sch.uk 
 
 
 

 

 
The A level Textiles course has been really enjoyable. Art was something that I was 

good at at GCSE, but looking back now I can see how much my skills and ideas have 

improved over the two year course. Developing my drawing and design skills has been 

hard work- but it’s made such a difference to the quality of my finished fabrics. It’s all 

been worth it, and I am really proud of what I have achieved.  

Cassia (Student)     
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A LEVEL ART & DESIGN 
PHOTOGRAPHY 

 
PREREQUISITES:  
 
5 GCSEs grades 9 – 4 including English and mathematics.  
 
A successful GCSE in Art (grade 4 or above) is also required. 
 
Students need to enjoy art, and should be looking forward to investing their own time in 
practising and developing their skills, responding to the advice that they are given and 
striving to become photographers in their own right. Enthusiasm, passion and intellect are 
the basic requirements for all sixth form photographers; creativity and talent are 
advantageous but can be developed over time. 
 
EXAM BOARD, COURSE SPECIFICATIONS AND WEB LINK: 
 
Edexcel, 8PY01, 9PY01: Edexcel Art and Design specification 
 
WHY STUDY PHOTOGRAPHY? 
 
Photography allows you to present the world how you see it. A-Level Photography students 
will have the opportunity to explore a wide range of ideas and develop skills in studio portrait, 
documentary, landscape and architecture photography. Photography is a popular subject 
within the art department at Chenderit which hosts a well-equipped darkroom for traditional 
practises along with an Apple computing suite for modern photo editing in the latest 
Photoshop software. Students will be challenged to take photographs like artists instead of 
tourists, undertaking independent project and exploring various concepts.   
 
WHAT SKILLS TO BE GAINED BY STUDYING PHOTOGRAPHY? 
 
Students will develop creative skills by producing a body of work that is personal, refined and 
experimental. Other skills that students will develop include analytical, conceptual and 
project management skills.  
 
WHAT WILL I STUDY? 
 
Students will gain technical knowledge of how to use film SLR and DSLR cameras. They will 
learn how to use traditional dark-room processes to develop black and white photographic 
prints, along with how to use computer programs to create modern digital edits. Students will 
develop creative ideas focussing on composition, experimentation and narrative. Along with 
creativity, students will also develop their analytical skills by researching the work of artists 
and photographers.  The course starts in year 12 by learning all the necessary skills and as 
the course progresses students are given greater independence. In year 13, students select 
their own coursework brief to reflect their own interests as artists. 
 
HOW WILL I BE ASSESSED? 
 
60% is coursework involving an illustrated essay combined with practical assignments and 
40% is a set question with six weeks preparation time and a 12 hour timed test.  
 
 
  

http://qualifications.pearson.com/en/qualifications/edexcel-a-levels/art-and-design-2015.html


 

 

 

 

Photography enables you to capture not only a moment but also an emotion.  I have found 

the course eye opening and challenging, but overall enjoyable. 

 

(Student) 

 
 

WHERE CAN PHOTOGRAPHY LEAD? 
 
Careers in photography can include freelance practice, photojournalism, curating, education, 
publishing, graphics and picture editing. The A level Photography course provides students 
with life skills and creative approaches which are much valued by employers in many fields.  
Many of our students go on to continue their journey by studying an art foundation course or 
at degree level. A photography student will gain many positive attributes that are attractive to 
employers, including strong practical skills, creative ideas and will have good aesthetic 
judgement. They will be able to problem solve and rise to challenges while working to 
deadlines and responding to specific feedback. 
 
CONTACT 
 
For further information about this course, contact Tom Christy, Head of Art, at 
tchristy@chenderit.northants.sch.uk 
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A LEVEL BIOLOGY 
 
PREREQUISITES:  
 
5 GCSEs grades 9 – 4 including English and mathematics and grade 5+ in combined 
science or in biology plus one other science. 
 
EXAM BOARD, COURSE SPECIFICATIONS AND WEB LINK: 
 
AQA, 7402: AQA Biology specification 
 
WHY STUDY BIOLOGY? 
 
Biology studies a range of concepts that are fundamental to how life on earth exists. 
Students will gain a critical awareness of current social and environmental issues and an 
understanding and respect for living things through the study of biology. The subject 
complements many other A-level subjects and is useful in a wide range of university 
courses. Students develop a range of transferable skills such as analytical, evaluative and 
synoptic skills as well as practical skills, including the ability to plan and manipulate data. 
 
WHAT SKILLS TO BE GAINED BY STUDYING BIOLOGY? 
 
Biology studies humans, animals and plants at greater depth than at GCSE. You will be 
expected to do more independent learning than before. There will be a good deal of practical 
work and you will learn to think critically about aspects of biology that impinge on everyday 
life.  You will also develop synoptic thinking skills being able to see how different aspects of 
biology and other sciences link together. Application of mathematical concepts will also be a 
key skill gained from studying biology. 
 
WHAT WILL I STUDY? 
 
The A level course develops the subject further by looking at the physiology, core principles 
and the biology of disease.  The variety of living organisms is also studied incorporating cell 
and molecular biology and some biochemistry. In the second year the environment is studied 
in depth with particular focus on human activity affecting ecological balance. Control of cells 
and organisms reflects the development of the subject over the specification and considers 
such topics as the control of gene expression in detail. 
 
HOW WILL I BE ASSESSED? 
 
You will be assessed by written examinations at the end of two years and the investigative 
and practical skills will be assessed throughout the course. 
 
Three written exams, 120 minutes each 
 

 Paper 1  – any content form topics 1 – 4 including relevant practical skills; short 
answer questions and a comprehension question, short and long answer questions 
and an extended response question 35% of A-level 

 Paper 2  – any content form topics 5 – 8 including relevant practical skills; short 
answer questions and a comprehension question, short and long answer questions 
and a comprehension question 35% of A-level 

 Paper 3  – any content form topics 1 – 8 including relevant practical skills; short 
answer questions and a comprehension question, structured questions including 
practical techniques, critical analysis of given experimental data and one essay 
question form a choice of two titles, 35% of A-level 
 

http://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/science/as-and-a-level/biology-7401-7402


 

 

WHERE CAN BIOLOGY LEAD? 
 
Biology can be used as an entry qualification for a wider variety of courses at higher 
education. These include traditional biological topics; medicine, dentistry, midwifery, 
physiotherapy, sports science, environmental science etc. Students with biology have also 
gone on to study non-scientific subjects such as art, history, law, music, foreign languages 
for example. 
 
CONTACT 
 
For further information about this course, contact Andrew Williams, Head of Science, at 
awilliams@chenderit.northants.sch.uk 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

  
 
 

 

 
 

 

Studying biology is interesting and enjoyable and the subject links well into other 

subjects and the skills learnt are transferable into a variety of areas. 

 

Natasha (Student)    
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A LEVEL BUSINESS STUDIES 
 
PREREQUISITES:  
 
5 GCSEs grades 9 – 4 including English and mathematics. Business Studies at grade 4 is 
preferred.  
 
EXAM BOARD, COURSE SPECIFICATIONS AND WEB LINK:  

 
AQA 7132: AQA Business specification 
 
WHY STUDY BUSINESS STUDIES? 
 
This course is a starting point for students who wish to study Business Studies in a variety of 
contexts (e.g. large/small, UK focused/global, service/manufacturing).  It considers the 
importance of business in relation to decision making and the interrelated nature of business 
activities and how they affect the competitive environment and the markets in which 
businesses operate. 
 
It explores the influences on functional decisions and plans including ethical and 
environmental issues as well as looking at the factors that might determine whether a 
decision is successful. 
 
It also explores the impact of technology on businesses as well as looking at the impact 
business operations have on stakeholders. 
 
WHAT SKILLS TO BE GAINED BY STUDYING BUSINESS STUDIES? 
 
Students will develop a range of skills such as 
 
 critical and creative thinking 
 research and analysis. 
 communication. 
 evaluation skills 
 personal development. 
 
WHAT WILL I STUDY? 
 
Students will study 
 

 management, leadership and decision making 

 decision making to improve marketing, operational and financial performance and human 
resource management 

 analysis of the strategic position of a business and how to choose the right strategic 
direction 

 
HOW WILL I BE ASSESSED? 
 
A Level: Paper 1 – Business 1 
 

 Written exam: 2 hours 

 100 marks in total 

 33.3% of A level 

 
 

https://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/business-subjects/as-and-a-level/business-7131-7132/introduction


 

 

 

 

A Level: Paper 2 – Business 2 
 

 Written exam: 2 hours 

 100 marks in total 

 33.3% of A level 

 
A Level: Paper 3 – Business 3 
 

 Written exam: 2 hours 

 100 marks in total 

 33.3% of A level 

 
WHERE CAN BUSINESS STUDIES LEAD? 
 

Most universities offer degrees in business subjects if you want to study business in higher 
education. These range from general business studies degrees to more specialist degrees 
such as business administration or business management. Some universities might offer 
business degrees as sandwich courses, where you will spend a year working in a business, 
and you can also study business with another subject such as English or accountancy as 
a joint honours degree. 
 
Many business studies students go into management and administration jobs in businesses 
in commercial businesses, and a business studies qualification can also be helpful to get 
into finance, banking or insurance. But skills in management and marketing are also required 
in other areas such as charity, social work and local government, while a knowledge of 
business is also important for consultancy, certain teaching jobs and for financial journalists. 
 
CONTACT 
 
For further information about this course, contact Anna Willett, Head of Business Studies, at 
awillett@chenderit.northants.sch.uk 
 
 
 

 
I love studying business because I get the opportunity to learn things that are relevant 

to the world we live in. I love being able to relate the theory we learn in class to real 

life situations and I find I now enjoy listening to the news. I feel everything I learn in 

business studies is relevant for the world of work and that makes learning it much more 

enjoyable and interesting." 

 

Year 13 Student 
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A LEVEL CHEMISTRY 
 
PREREQUISITES:  
 
5 GCSEs grades 9 – 4 including English (grade 4+) and mathematics (grade 5+) grade 5 in 
combined science or in chemistry plus one other science 
 
EXAM BOARD, COURSE SPECIFICATIONS AND WEB LINK:  

 
OCR A H032, H432: OCR Chemistry specification 
 
 
WHY STUDY CHEMISTRY? 
 
A Level Chemistry will give you an exciting insight into the contemporary world of chemistry. 
It covers the key concepts of chemistry and practical skills are integrated throughout the 
course. This combination of academic challenge and practical focus makes the prospect of 
studying A Level Chemistry highly appealing. You will learn about chemistry in a range of 
different contexts and the impact it has on industry and many aspects of everyday life. You 
will learn to investigate and solve problems in a range of contexts. 
 
This can help you if you are...  
 
 wanting to be a doctor  
 wanting to work in the chemical industry  
 wanting to understand how chemistry can impact the environment  
 interested in the world around you  
 a problem solver  
 keenly interested in science  
 keen on practical work  
 studying other science A Levels or maths. 
 
WHAT SKILLS TO BE GAINED BY STUDYING CHEMISTRY? 
 

 An interesting and challenging experience to link key chemical ideas and understand 
how they relate to each other.  

 The development of transferable skills including investigating, problem solving, research, 
decision making, mathematical skills and analytical skills.  

 Opens up a range of possibilities for further study and careers associated with the 
subjects. 

 
WHAT WILL I STUDY? 
 
Atoms, compounds, molecules and equations      Enthalpy, entropy and free energy 
Amount of substance             Redox and electrode potentials 
Acid–base and redox reactions           Transition elements 
Electrons, bonding and structure           Organic chemistry 
The periodic table and periodicity                      Polymers 
Group 2 and the halogens            Organic synthesis 
Reaction rates and equilibrium                              Analytical techniques (IR and MS) 
pH and buffers             Chromatography and spectroscopy  
 
 
  

http://www.ocr.org.uk/qualifications/as-a-level-gce-chemistry-a-h032-h432-from-2015/


 

 

 

 

HOW WILL I BE ASSESSED? 
 

 A total of 6 hours of examinations (2 x 2 hours 15 minutes and 1 x 1 hour 30 minutes) 
taken at the end of the course.  

 A wide range of question types including multiple choice, short answer and extended 
response questions. 

 The opportunity to demonstrate your knowledge of both theory and practical skills 
through the examinations. 

 
WHERE CAN CHEMISTRY LEAD?  
 
A Level Chemistry is an excellent base for a university degree in healthcare such as 
medicine, pharmacy and dentistry as well as the biological sciences, physics, mathematics, 
pharmacology and analytical chemistry. Chemistry is also taken by many law applicants as it 
shows you can cope with difficult concepts. Chemistry can also complement a number of 
arts subjects.  
 
A range of career opportunities including chemical, manufacturing and pharmaceutical 
industries and in areas such as forensics, environmental protection and healthcare. The 
problem solving skills are useful for many other areas, too, such as law and finance. 
 
CONTACT 
 
For further information about this course, contact Andrew Williams, Head of Science, at 
awilliams@chenderit.northants.sch.uk 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Chemistry is great!  It combines organic chemistry, maths and modern techniques in 

chemistry.  It develops your understanding of the world and how processes work and 

fit together.  I would definitely recommend studying chemsitry.   

 

Annie (student)     
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A LEVEL DRAMA AND THEATRE 
 
PREREQUISITES:   
 
5 GCSEs grades 9 – 4 including English and mathematics. Drama at grade 4 is preferred. 
 
EXAM BOARD, COURSE SPECIFICATINS AND WEB LINK: 

 

Edexcel 9DR0: Edexcel Drama and Theatre Studies specification  
 
WHY STUDY DRAMA? 
 
The theatre has been, and still is, a formative and ground breaking area of communication 
quite apart from providing a good evening’s entertainment. By studying the history of theatre, 
you can see how and why it has evolved. This course is a mix of academic learning and 
practical application. 
 
WHAT SKILLS TO BE GAINED BY STUDYING DRAMA? 
 
Because it is partially a practical subject, you will increase your confidence and group skills. 
You will understand acting and directing from first hand practical experience and you will 
become skilled in the analysis of texts. 
 
WHAT WILL I STUDY?   
 
It will be useful for you in any career which deals with people, as your social skills will have 
been enhanced. Obviously it can lead to many theatre linked careers such as acting, stage 
managing, directing and technical support. Other less obvious career paths include 
journalism, teaching and careers in media or the arts. 
 
HOW WILL I BE ASSESSED? 
 
Component 1: Devising (Coursework 40% of the qualification - 80 marks) 
 
 Devise an original performance piece.  
 Use one key extract from a performance text and a theatre practitioner as stimuli.  
 Centre choice of text and practitioner.  
 Performer or designer routes available. 

 
Component 2: Text in Performance (Coursework 20% of the qualification - 60 marks) 
 
 A group performance/design realisation of one key extract from a performance text.  
 A monologue or duologue performance/design realisation from one key extract from a 

different performance text.  
 Centre choice of performance texts. 
 
Component 3: Written examination: (2 hours 30 minutes 40% of the qualification - 80 
marks) 
 
 Live theatre evaluation – choice of performance.  
 Practical exploration and study of a complete text – focusing on how this can be 

realised for performance.  
 Practical exploration and interpretation of another complete performance text, in light of 

a chosen practitioner – focusing on how this text could be reimagined for a 
contemporary audience.  

 

http://qualifications.pearson.com/en/qualifications/edexcel-a-levels/drama-and-theatre-2016.html


 

 

WHERE CAN IT LEAD? 
 
It will be useful for you in any career which deals with people, as your social skills will have 
been enhanced. Obviously it can lead to many theatre linked careers such as acting, stage 
managing, actor-musicianship, directing and technical support.  Other less obvious career 
paths include journalism, teaching, law and careers in media, film or the arts.  Chenderit 
students have been extremely fortunate to obtain places on theatre and performing arts 
related courses at both university and acting courses at prestigious drama schools including 
Guildford School of Acting, Oxford School of Acting and A.L.R.A. 
 
CONTACT 
 
For further information about this course, contact Mark Ledger, Head of Performance 
Learning, at mledger@chenderit.northants.sch.uk 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 

 
  

 

Katie studied her A-levels at Chenderit School, which included Drama and Theatre 

Studies and English Literature. 

 

Following this Katie accepted a place on the Foundation Acting course at one of 

England's most prestigious drama schools. Katie informed us that:“15-20 students are 

accepted each year from roughly over 500 candidates and 97% of students gain a place 

at an accredited drama school after the course is completed. They described it as 

basically the first year of the GSA BA degree! ”  

 

Throughout the course actors participate in: one to one acting classes, group acting, 

stage combat exams, tap, modern/jazz, ballet, movement and voice classes in 

preparation for future drama school training. 

 

Following on from her foundation course training, Katie then auditioned and successfully 

secured a place on the BA Hons Acting course at A.L.R.A. 
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A LEVEL ENGLISH LANGUAGE & 
LITERATURE 

 
PREREQUISITES: 
  
5 GCSEs grades 9 – 4 including English and mathematics. 
 
EXAM BOARD, COURSE SPECIFICATIONS AND WEB LINK:  

 
AQA, 7707: AQA English Language and Literature specification 
 
WHY STUDY ENGLISH LANGUAGE & LITERATURE? 
 
The study of English Language and Literature encourages students to develop their interest 
in both language and literature as interconnecting and mutually supportive disciplines.  This 
course allows you to develop as independent, confident and reflective readers and writers.  It 
provides a variety of opportunities to explore the relationship of language and literature 
through a wide range of reading opportunities, critical reading of and response to both 
literary and non-literary texts, as well as writing for a variety of audiences and purposes. 
 
WHAT SKILLS TO BE GAINED BY STUDYING ENGLISH LANGUAGE & LITERATURE? 
 
This course will act as a development and extension to the variety of textual experiences 
explored such as reading non-fiction texts, novels, poetry and plays, in GCSE English. You 
will become a more critical reader and writer, being able to craft your work to suit different 
purposes and audiences and produce an analytical commentary of your work.  Additionally 
your knowledge of linguistic terminology will develop. 
 
WHAT WILL I STUDY? 
 
Remembered places – Paris, An Anthology of non-fiction texts, Imagined Worlds, Margaret 
Atwood’s ‘The Handmaid’s Tale’, Poetic voices, Carol Ann Duffy, An Anthology of poetry, 
Khaled Hossenini’s ‘The Kite Runner’, and Shakespeare’s Othello. 
 
Finally in year 13 you will create a 2500-3000 word analytical writing portfolio based on texts 
of your choice. 
 
HOW WILL I BE ASSESSED? 
 
Two exams and a non-examined unit in Year 13 based on texts of your choice. 
 
WHERE CAN ENGLISH LANGUAGE & LITERATURE LEAD?  
 
An English A level is an extremely flexible and versatile qualification.  Not only have students 
in the past used the English A Levels to continue studying the subject at university, but it has 
also helped students move on to study subjects such as media, law, history, foreign 
languages, marketing, Public Relations, education, business, and so on. 
 
CONTACT 
 
For further information about this course, contact Natalie Dale, Head of English, at 
ndale@chenderit.northants.sch.uk 
 
 

http://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/english/as-and-a-level/english-language-and-literature-7706-7707
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I didn’t know when I started the course, but there is so much more to English 

Lang/Lit than expected. I find that this course is not the easiest, and like me, 

you have to have a great passion for it, but if you do, it'll be one of the best 

subjects you'll do. I highly recommend this course to anyone who loves English 

or wants to give it a try.  

 

Thomas (Student)      

 



 

 

A LEVEL ENGLISH LITERATURE 
 
PREREQUISITES:  
 
5 GCSEs grades 9 – 4 including English and mathematics. 
 
EXAM BOARD, COURSE SPECIFICATIONS AND WEB LINK:  

 
AQA, 7717:  https://filestore.aqa.org.uk/resources/english/specifications/AQA-7716-7717-
SP-2015.PDF  
 
 
WHY STUDY ENGLISH LITERATURE? 
 
English is a fundamental part of all our lives and the ability to analyse and respond to a wide 
variety of material is both challenging and exhilarating as well as useful no matter what 
future pathway you choose.  English Literature is highly regarded as an academic subject 
providing a rigorous preparation for study at degree level. 
 
WHAT SKILLS TO BE GAINED BY STUDYING ENGLISH LITERATURE? 
 
In order to gain a well-considered personal response much of our work is done through 
group/ class discussion therefore cultivating analytical, critical and verbal reasoning skills as 
well as written skills.  When discussing texts we touch on many other subject disciplines, 
such as art, history, sociology, psychology or media.  We consider motivation, 
representation, class and gender and how language is used to help us understand the world. 
 
 
WHAT WILL I STUDY? 
 
Shakespeare’s Othello, a wide range of poetry from Shakespeare to the present day, The 
Great Gatsby, and a range of prose, poetry by Carol Ann Duffy, The Handmaid’s Tale and 
Translations 
 
HOW WILL I BE ASSESSED?  
 
There are two examinations.  Students are asked to read closely and analyse texts they 
have studied and unseen extracts.  In year 13 students write one external essay, comparing 
two texts.  Usually students study one text together in class, for example Ibsen’s A Doll’s 
House and choose a second text.  Both the subject of the essay and the title are negotiated 
by the student and teacher. This essay is worth 20% of the A level. 
 
WHERE CAN ENGLISH LITERATURE LEAD?  
 
Analysis of text, verbal reasoning, a willingness to think deeply about behaviour, motivation 
and how we interact with one another, and an ability to structure your ideas coherently are 
valuable assets particularly in such subjects as management, law and business.  English 
literature graduates work in the media, journalism and other creative industries.    
 
CONTACT 
 
For further information about this course, contact Natalie Dale, Head of English, at 
ndale@chenderit.northants.sch.uk 
 
 

 

https://filestore.aqa.org.uk/resources/english/specifications/AQA-7716-7717-SP-2015.PDF
https://filestore.aqa.org.uk/resources/english/specifications/AQA-7716-7717-SP-2015.PDF
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LEVEL 3 FOOD SCIENCE AND 
NUTRITION (DIPLOMA) 

 
PREREQUISITES: 
 
5 GCSEs grades 9 – 4 including English and mathematics. Food technology at grade 4+ is 
preferred. 
 
EXAM BOARD, COURSE SPECIFICATIONS AND WEB LINK:  
 
WJEC Food Science: WJEC Food science and nutrition specification 
 
WHY STUDY FOOD SCIENCE AND NUTRTION? 
 
The Food Industry in the UK and across the world offer a wealth of exciting and rewarding 
opportunities.  1 in 4 graduate roles in the Food Industry are not filled due to a lack of 
qualified candidates in Food Technology, processing and Food Science. Therefore studying 
this subject to Level 3 Diploma and beyond will allow students to gain access to fulfilling 
careers offering good remuneration and swift progression. The diploma covers key areas 
including food quality, processing, packaging and labelling, health and nutrition, health and 
safety and, importantly, sustainability. The course is recognised by universities offering food 
and nutrition degrees as an A-Level equivalent.  
 
WHICH SKILLS TO BE GAINED BY STUDYING FOOD TECHNOLOGY?  
 

 Strong understanding of Food Science, Human Nutrition and Food Safety. 

 Good analytical techniques and outstanding presentation skills when completing food 

science experiments.  

 Knowledge and understanding of nutritional analysis programmes and interpretation of 

data. In depth understanding of contemporary food and health issues.  

 Develop strong food preparation skills with the emphasis on precision, innovation and 

high quality finishing techniques. 

WHAT WILL I STUDY? 
 
Year 12  
 

 the importance of food safety 

 the properties of nutrients 

 the relationship between nutrients and the human body 

 to be able to plan nutritional requirements 

 to be able to plan production of complex dishes 

 to be able to cook complex dishes 

Year 13 
 

 how microorganisms affect food safety 

 how food can cause ill health 

 how food safety is managed in different situations 

 to be able to investigate current issues in food science and nutrition 

 current issues in relation to food science and nutrition 

 to be able to plan research into a current issue related to food science and nutrition 

 

http://www.wjec.co.uk/qualifications/food-science-and-nutrition/WJEC%20Level%203%20Diploma%20in%20Food%20Science%20and%20Nutrition%20spec%2016-09-15.pdf?language_id=1&dotcache=no&dotcache=refresh


 

 

CONTACT 
 
For further information about this course, contact Jo Rowe, at 
jrowe@chenderit.northants.sch.uk 
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A LEVEL GEOGRAPHY 

 
 
PREREQUISITES: 
 
5 GCSEs grades 9 – 4 including English and mathematics 
 
EXAM BOARD, COURSE SPECIFICATIONS AND WEB LINK:  

 
Edexcel 9GE0: Edexcel Geography specification 
 
WHY STUDY GEOGRAPHY? 
  
Geography is the study of the physical processes and landforms that shape and cover our 
world as well as how people interact with the environment they live in. It is a very relevant 
and interesting subject that encourages you to explore and evaluate contemporary 
geographical questions and issues. This includes the consequences of globalisation, climate 
change, investigating solutions to things like water security or effective hazard management.  
 
WHAT SKILLS TO BE GAINED BY STUDYING GEOGRAPHY?  
 
Studying geography will allow you to gain a good grasp of why, when and where certain 
things happen. In the process you will develop analytical and evaluative skills, learn to use 
and interpret statistical data and develop your essay and decision making skills. Enquiry 
questions will enable you to learn how to carry out effective geography fieldwork in groups 
and as an individual as well as encouraging you to debate key issues or concepts. By 
gaining an in-depth understanding of physical and human geography, you will learn to 
become critical, reflective and independent learners.  
 
WHAT WILL I STUDY? 
 
Paper 1  
 
The physical paper will examine tectonic processes and associated hazards, glacial and 
coastal processes and landforms as well as water and energy insecurities and how they may 
be tackled in the future. You will have to answer a selection of short data response questions 
as well as longer extended writing questions. This paper is worth 30% of the qualification.  
 
Paper 2  
 
The human paper will focus on globalisation and its consequences, superpowers and 
geopolitics, the regeneration of urban areas from around the world, and issues associated 
with migration. You will have to answer a selection of short data response questions as well 
as longer extended writing questions. This paper is worth 30% of the qualification.  
 
Paper 3  
 
The synoptic paper will be based on a geographical issue within a particular named place in 
the world, and you will have to read and interpret a variety of resources, and then respond to 
resource- linked questions. This paper will be worth 20% of the qualification and is similar to 
the SDME studied at GCSE. 
 
  

http://qualifications.pearson.com/content/dam/pdf/A%20Level/Geography/2016/specification-and-sample-assessments/Pearson-Edexcel-GCE-A-level-Geography-specification-issue-2-FINAL.pdf


 

 

 

 

 
Coursework: Independent Investigation  
 
You will have to complete an independent investigation of between 3000 – 4000 words that 
will be worth 20% of the qualification. You will be expected to define a question, or issue for 
investigation based on any aspect of geography that you have enjoyed from the course. 
Carrying out fieldwork techniques will be from a key component of this unit.  
 
Fieldwork 
 
All specifications for the new A Level syllabuses for geography require students to carry out 
at least 4 days of fieldwork. This should be divided between physical and human geography. 
It is therefore anticipated that students will be taking part in one short residential fieldtrip 
focusing on physical geography possibly to a coastline, and one focusing on human 
geography based in a large urban area. The students will also have the opportunity to go on  
an enrichment visit to Iceland, which bring their studies of tectonic activities and glaciation to 
life.  
 
HOW WILL I BE ASSESSED?  
 
The A level will consist of three exam papers which are all taken at the end of the second 
year. Paper 1 and 2- a physical and human paper both consist of a 2 hour exam. Paper 3 
the pre-synoptic – will consist of a 1 hour and 45 minute examination. Finally the 
Independent Investigation is an internally assessed 3000 – 4000 word report.  
 
WHERE CAN GEOGRAPHY LEAD?  
 
Studying geography develops a wide variety of skills that are very sought after by employers. 
Following a degree in physical geography would allow you to become a meteorologist, 
hydrologist, climate change or pollution analyst, or pursue a career in hazard management. 
Human geographers may go into town planning, marketing, retail management, conservation 
or become a specialist in GIS or remote sensing.  
 
CONTACT 
 
For further information about this course, contact Elizabeth Taylor, Head of Geography, at 
etaylor@chenderit.northants.sch.uk 
 
 
 

 

My geography lessons are always enjoyable and engaging, there is plenty of opportunity 

for discussion and the subject is broad and varied.  I have gained valuable analytical 

and evaluative skills though residential fieldwork activities, and find that I now have a 

much better understanding of the world we live in.  The experience has inspired me to 

further study the subject to degree level.   

 

Stephanie (Year 13 student) 
 

 
 

  

mailto:etaylor@chenderit.northants.sch.uk


 

 

A LEVEL GOVERNMENT AND 
POLITICS 

PREREQUISITES: 
 
5 GCSEs at either 9 – 4 / A* - C grades, including English and maths.  
 
EXAM BOARD, COURSE SPECIFICATIONS AND WEB LINK:  

 
AQA Politics 7152: AQA Government and politics specification 
 
WHY STUDY GOVERNMENT AND POLITICS? 
 
This course allows you to study contemporary politics and develop a strong understanding of 
the factors shaping both the British and American systems. This subject also helps in the 
development of discussion and debating skills and encourages students to think beyond the 
constraints of a textbook. 
 
WHAT SKILLS TO BE GAINED BY STUDYING? 
 
A-level Government and Politics enables students to develop their critical thinking skills and 
enhance their ability to interpret, evaluate and comment on the nature of politics. 
 
WHAT WILL I STUDY? 
 
Over the two year course students will develop a detailed understanding of the government 
and politics of the UK and the USA. They will also study a course on political ideas. 
 
HOW WILL I BE ASSESSED? 
 

 Unit 1 – The government and politics of the UK - Written exam: 2 hours, 77 marks – one 

33% of A-level.  A mixture of medium length ‘explain’ and essay style questions. 

 

 Unit 2 – The government and politics of the USA & comparative politics - Written exam: 2 

hours, 77 marks - 33% of A-level.  A mixture of medium length ‘explain’ and essay style 

questions. 

 

 Unit 3 – Political ideas - Written exam: 2 hours, 77 marks - 33% of A-level.  A mixture of 

medium length ‘explain’ and essay style questions. 

 
WHERE CAN GOVERNMENT AND POLITICS LEAD? 
 
Well regarded by all universities, Government and Politics A-level can lead directly to single 
subject degrees in politics or international relations, and to a wide variety of combined 
courses. There is a considerable range of options open to graduates, including TV and 
newspaper journalism, the law, the home and diplomatic civil service, local government, 
business management and political research. 
 
One main strength though, is that it will give you the knowledge and transferable skills to 
evaluate and understand some of the most important forces shaping the future of us all. 
 
  

http://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/government-and-politics/as-and-a-level/politics-7152


 

 

CONTACT 
 
For further information about this course, contact Chris Deakin, Head of Social Sciences, at 
cdeakin@chenderit.northants.sch.uk 
 

  

mailto:cdeakin@chenderit.northants.sch.uk


 

 

HEALTH & SOCIAL CARE 
LEVEL 3 OCR CAMBRIDGE 

TECHNICAL 
 
PREREQUISITES:  
 
5 GCSEs grades 9 – 4 including English and mathematics 
 
EXAM BOARD, COURSE SPECIFICATIONS AND WEB LINK:  

 
OCR Cambridge Technical Certificate, Extended Certificate and Diploma Level 3. 
 
This qualification meets the DfE requirements for qualifications in the Tech Level category of 
the 16-18 performance tables.  This qualification carries equivalent UCAS points to two A 
levels  
 
OCR Cambridge Technical Health and Social Care level 3 specification 
 
 
WHY STUDY HEALTH & SOCIAL CARE? 
 
This  qualification gives learners an understanding of health and social care within the wider 
contexts of different environments and settings where care takes place, the importance of 
effective communication in health and social care, the importance of legislation in health and 
social care and how to deliver a person-centred approach in the care they give. 
 
 
WHAT SKILLS TO BE GAINED BY STUDYING HEALTH & SOCIAL CARE? 
 
Learners will develop skills such as communication skills as well as transferable skills such 
as research, planning and organisation. 
 
 
WHAT WILL I STUDY? 
 
Learners take 12 units over 2 years made up of mandatory and optional units. The 
mandatory units are: 
 

 Building positive relationships in Health and Social Care 

 Equality, diversity and rights in Health and Social Care 

 Health, Safety and Security in Health and Social Care 

 Infection control 

 Anatomy and physiology for Health & Social Care 

 
HOW WILL I BE ASSESSED? 
 
4 units are externally set and marked by OCR. These can be taken at any stage of the 2 
year course (Exams). All other units are internally assess in the centre and moderated by 
OCR (Coursework). Each unit is of equal weighting. The qualification is graded D*, D, M, P 
(Distinction, Merit and Pass). 
 
 

http://www.ocr.org.uk/qualifications/vocational-education-and-skills/cambridge-technicals-health-and-social-care-level-3-certificate-extended-certificate-foundation-diploma-diploma-05830-05833-2016-suite/


 

 

WHERE CAN HEALTH & SOCIAL CARE LEAD? 
 
This qualification will provide learners with the skills, knowledge and understanding to 
progress into employment in the Health and Social Care sector either through 
apprenticeships or directly into work.  This qualification can also provide a route into higher 
education on a Health and Social Care related programme such as nursing, occupational 
therapy, social work or early years. 
 
CONTACT 
 
For further information about this course, contact Chris Deakin, Head of Social Sciences, at 
cdeakin@chenderit.northants.sch.uk 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 

I like the independent learning style of the course. It means I can work more at 

my own speed and take some responsibility for my progress. The structure has 

allowed me to follow some of my own interests. 

 
Martha (Student)  

 

mailto:cdeakin@chenderit.northants.sch.uk


 

 

A LEVEL HISTORY 
 
PREREQUISITES:  
 
5 GCSEs grades 9 – 4 including English and mathematics. 
 
EXAM BOARD, COURSE SPECIFICATIONS AND WEB LINK:  
 
OCR H505: OCR History specification 
 
WHY STUDY HISTORY? 
 
A Level History A specification provides a fantastic curriculum for students to ignite and 
engage your passions and interests. There are many different reasons to study history, as it 
is a fantastic combination of all the other subjects.  
 
History helps you discover how your world evolved. 
 
History helps you develop the skills to look beyond the headlines, to ask questions properly, 
and to express your own opinions. 
 
History trains your mind and teaches you how to think and process information. 
 
History students are rounded individuals who develop an understanding of both past and 
present. 
 
The pursuit of historical events and people is fun - a form of time travel. 
 
History helps you make sense of most other subjects. 
 
WHAT SKILLS TO BE GAINED BY STUDYING HISTORY? 
 
The aim is to create independent learners, critical thinkers and decision-makers – all 
personal assets that can make you stand out as you progress to higher education and/or the 
workplace. 
 
This course is designed to develop a number of important skills. Among these are: 
 

 Acquiring a broad range of historical knowledge and understanding, including a sense of 

development over time, and an appreciation of the culture and attitudes of societies other 

than our own; 

 Evaluating critically the significance and utility of a large body of material, including 

evidence from contemporary sources and the opinions of more recent historians; 

 Engaging directly with questions and presenting independent opinions about them in 

arguments that are well-written, clearly expressed, coherently organised and effectively 

supported by relevant evidence; 

 Gaining the confidence to undertake self-directed learning, making the most effective 

use of time and resources, and increasingly defining one's own questions and goals. 

 
WHAT WILL I STUDY? 
 

 The Early Stuarts and the Origins of the Civil War 1603–1660 

 Italy 1896-1943 

 Civil Rights in the USA 1865–1992 

http://www.ocr.org.uk/qualifications/as-a-level-gce-history-a-h105-h505-from-2015/


 

 

 A topic of your choice! 

 
HOW WILL I BE ASSESSED? 

 

 British period study and enquiry (Y108 - The Early Stuarts and the Origins of the Civil 

War 1603–1660) 50 marks 1 hour 30 minute paper. (25%) 

 Non-British period study (Y220 – Italy 1896-1943) 30 marks 1 hour paper. (15%) 

 Thematic study and historical interpretations (Y319 - Civil Rights in the USA 1865–1992) 

80 marks 2 hour 30 minute paper. (40%) 

 3000–4000 word essay (Y100 - Topic based essay) 40 marks. Non exam assessment 

(20%) 

 
WHERE CAN HISTORY LEAD HISTORY? 
 
Employers value the research, analytical, teamwork and communication skills that are 
developed by history students. Historians are regarded as having had an education that 
trains their minds to assemble, organise and present facts and opinions and this is a very 
useful quality in many walks of life and career and history is an excellent preparation for very 
many jobs. Typical employers of history graduates include: schools; higher education 
institutions; banks; accountancy firms; television and radio broadcasters; publishing 
companies; management consultancies; law firms; retailers.  National and local government 
and the public services also attract history students, particularly the civil service, NHS 
management, the police and armed services. International development organisations, 
charities and heritage organisations are also potential employers, as well as museums and 
libraries. 
 
CONTACT 
For further information about this course, contact Robbie Macrory, Head of History, at 
rmacrory@chenderit.northants.sch.uk 
 

 

 
 
 
 

  

 

I would recommend History at Chenderit because it is relevant, interesting 

and accessible to everyone. Lessons are engaging and it allows you to put 

your opinion across. I find History inspiring because you can learn from 

people in the past. It also helps me to understand current events and is 

very rewarding.  

 

Laura (Student)    

 

 

 

mailto:rmacrory@chenderit.northants.sch.uk


 

 

A LEVEL MATHEMATICS  
 
PREREQUISITES:  
 
5 GCSEs grades 9 – 4 including English (grade 4) and mathematics (grade 6). 
 
EXAM BOARD, COURSE SPECIFICATIONS AND WEB LINK:  

 
Edexcel 9MAO: Edexcel Mathematics specification   
 
WHY STUDY MATHS? 
 
Mathematics is a highly regarded A Level which complements Science based subjects and 
offers a broad balance to arts based students. It requires a high degree of commitment in 
students from the start in year 12 and is of particular use to those thinking of higher education 
based in the sciences. 
 
WHAT SKILLS TO BE GAINED BY STUDYING MATHS? 
 
The key skills are observing and recording together with the discovery and experimentation of 
techniques and materials.  This is accompanied by critical research and opinion, composition 
and creativity with ideas together with presenting solutions. 
 
WHAT WILL I STUDY? 
 

The A level mathematics course includes work on pure maths, statistics and mechanics  
 
HOW WILL I BE ASSESSED? 
 
There are 3 terminal papers, each of 2 hours in length on pure mathematics, pure 
mathematics 2 and a combined statistics and mechanics paper.  All papers are equally 
weighted. 
 
WHERE CAN MATHEMATICS LEAD?  
 
Mathematics A Level is valued by almost all institutions and can lead to a variety of courses.  
Recent studies have shown that those who have taken A Level Mathematics increase their 
earning potential whatever their choice of degree. 
 
CONTACT 
For further information about this course, contact Kevin Foley, Head of Maths, at 
kfoley@chenderit.northants.sch.uk 
 
 
 

 

A level maths is a subject that helps across a large number of other subjects. It can 

be challenging at times, however the staff at Chenderit School are always available 

to help. 

 

Paula (Student) 

 

http://qualifications.pearson.com/en/qualifications/edexcel-a-levels/mathematics-2017.html
mailto:kfoley@chenderit.northants.sch.uk


 

 

              A LEVEL FURTHER MATHEMATICS 
 
PREREQUISITES:  
 
5 GCSEs grades 9 – 4 including English (grade 4) and mathematics (grade 6). 
 
EXAM BOARD, COURSE SPECIFICATIONS AND WEB LINK:  

 
Edexcel 9FMO: https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/qualifications/edexcel-a-levels/mathematics-

2017.html#tab-AlevelFurtherMathematics  

 
WHY STUDY FURTHER MATHS? 
 
This course is unusual in that it is an extension of the usual A Level Mathematics course and 
can only be studied by those already doing A Level Mathematics. 
 
Further Mathematics provides more opportunity to see how mathematics is applied and 
supports many other subjects with mathematical based content. 
 
WHAT SKILLS TO BE GAINED BY STUDYING FURTHER MATHS? 
 
Many of the skills developed in A Level Mathematics are extended and enriched in Further 
Mathematics.  The application of Mathematics to real life situations is explored in much more 
depth. 
 
WHAT WILL I STUDY? 
 
The A level further mathematics course includes work on Pure Maths, Statistics and 
Mechanics. 
 
The key skills are observing and recording together with the discovery and experimentation of 
techniques and materials.  This is accompanied by critical research and opinion, composition 
and creativity with ideas together with presenting solutions. 
 
HOW WILL I BE ASSESSED? 
 
There are four terminal papers: 
 

 Core pure maths papers 1 and 2 and  

 Two applied papers on further statistics and decision maths. 

 
All papers are 1 hour 30 minutes in length and all equally weighted. 
 
WHERE CAN MATHEMATICS LEAD? 
 
The course is very valuable for students considering a Mathematics based degree.  Good 
candidates for science, economics, engineering or computer sciences would also find this 
course very beneficial. 
 
  

https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/qualifications/edexcel-a-levels/mathematics-2017.html#tab-AlevelFurtherMathematics
https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/qualifications/edexcel-a-levels/mathematics-2017.html#tab-AlevelFurtherMathematics


 

 

 

‘A’ level further maths has been the most enjoyable subject because 

of the challenge it provides and feel it is a great subject to prepare 

for university. 

 

Reuben (Student) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

CONTACT 
 
For further information about this course, contact Kevin Foley, Head of Maths, at 
kfoley@chenderit.northants.sch.uk 
 

 

  

 

 

 

  

  

 



 

 

A LEVEL MEDIA STUDIES 
 
PREREQUISITES:  
 
5 GCSEs grades 9 – 4 including English and mathematics. 
 
EXAM BOARD, COURSE SPECIFICATIONS AND WEB LINK:  

 
EDUQAS WJEC A Level Media: Eduqas Media-studies specification 
 
WHY STUDY MEDIA? 
 
This course will appeal to you if you take an active interest in media products such as films, 
television programmes, music, digital media, magazines and advertising. 
  
If you are interested in the creative use of ICT and if you are interested in developing an 
awareness of the importance and power of the media in today’s society, then Media Studies 
will give you an opportunity to explore these areas.  You will be involved in a variety of 
creative tasks, teacher-led input, individual research and wider reading.   
 
WHAT SKILLS TO BE GAINED BY STUDYING MEDIA? 
 
As well as the traditional academic skills associated with A level study (eg critical thinking, 
research, essay writing etc), the media course will help you develop your own production 
skills. 
 
This will involve working with moving images to create products such as a short trailer, as 
well as associated printed media tasks (e.g. magazine covers, film posters, CD digipacks) 
 
WHAT WILL I STUDY? 
 
Component 1: Media Products, Industries and Audiences (35%)  
 
The examination assesses media language, representation, media industries, audiences 
and media contexts. It consists of two sections: 
 
Section A: Analysing Media Language and Representation 

 This section assesses media language and representation in relation to two of the 

following media forms: advertising, marketing, music video or newspapers.  

 

Section B: Understanding Media Industries and Audiences 

 This section assesses two of the following media forms – advertising, marketing, film, 

newspapers, radio, video games - and media contexts. 

 
Component 2: Media Forms and Products in Depth (35%) 
 
The examination assesses media language, representation, media industries, audiences 
and media contexts. It consists of three sections: 
 

 Section A – Television in the Global Age 

 Section B – Magazines: Mainstream and Alternative Media 

 Section C – Media in the Online Age 

 

https://www.eduqas.co.uk/qualifications/media-studies/as-a-level/eduqas-a-level-media-studies-spec-from-2017-ep.pdf


 

 

Component 3: Cross-Media Production NEA (30% of qualification) 
 
An individual non-examined assessment is a cross-media project based on creating two 
media products in response to a choice of briefs set by the exam board. 
 
WHERE CAN MEDIA LEAD?  
 
Specific media related careers such as journalism, advertising, television production, as well 
as any career path which values creativity, teamwork , individual initiative and effective 
communication skills including digital media, journalism, graphic design and PR and 
marketing. 
 
 
CONTACT 
 
For further information about this course, contact Anna Willett, Head of Business Studies 
and Media, awillett@chenderit.northants.sch.uk 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

mailto:awillett@chenderit.northants.sch.uk


 

 

A LEVEL MODERN FOREIGN 
LANGUAGES 

French, German and Spanish 

 
PREREQUISITES:  
 
5 GCSEs grades 9 – 4 including English and mathematics. The chosen language at grade 
5+ through the higher tier paper is preferred. 
 
EXAM BOARD, COURSE SPECIFICATIONS AND WEB LINK:  

 
The board and specifications for A level AQA Languages are: French 7652,   
German 7662 and Spanish 7692  https://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/languages/as-and-a-

level/spanish-7692     

 
WHY STUDY LANGUAGES? 
 
If you are interested in languages and communication, and you enjoy learning about different 
cultures and ways of life, then this course will suit you. Similarly, if you are interested in 
business, travel and tourism or journalism and media, you are likely to find this course 
appropriate for you. 
 
WHAT SKILLS TO BE GAINED BY STUDYING LANGUAGES? 
 
The course consists of a number of complementary units in which the four language skills – 
listening, speaking, reading and writing are developed simultaneously. The course will help 
you to develop your general study skills, but most of all you will learn to communicate at a 
higher level in your chosen Modern Foreign Languages. You will also learn much more 
about a wide range of aspects of the societies in which French/German/Spanish is spoken. 
 
Reading – You will be able to read, understand and extract information from written 
passages in the target language taken from authentic sources such as magazines or 
newspapers, reports or books. 
 
Listening – You will be able to listen to, and understand contemporary spoken language and 
answer questions you have heard. The passages that you will learn to listen to will be taken 
from a range of sources such as news from radio and TV, weather forecasts, 
announcements, interviews, discussions and songs. 

 
Speaking and writing – You will learn how to write essays and longer pieces, and to hold 
conversations and discussions in the target language. You will learn the appropriate 
grammar, words and phrases that will help you to  
 

 present information in the target language 

 organise your arguments 

 provide opinions 

 analyse your ideas 
 
WHAT WILL I STUDY? 
 
3.1 Social issues and trends  
 
3.1.1 Aspects of French/ German/ Spanish -speaking society  

https://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/languages/as-and-a-level/french-7652
https://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/languages/as-and-a-level/german-7662
https://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/languages/as-and-a-level/german-7662
https://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/languages/as-and-a-level/spanish-7692
https://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/languages/as-and-a-level/spanish-7692


 

 

• The changing state of the family 
• The digital world  
• Youth culture: fashion and trends, music, television  

 
3.1.2 Multiculturalism in society  

• Immigration  
• Integration (Integration)  
• Racism  

 
3.2 Political and artistic culture  
 
3.2.1 Artistic culture in the target language country  

• Festivals and traditions  
• Art and architecture  
• Cultural life in Berlin/ Madrid/ Paris, past and present  

 
3.2.2 Aspects of political life in the countries which speak these languages  

• European Union Politics and youth  
• Recent history of target language speaking countries 

 
3.3 Grammar AS and A-level students will be expected to have studied the grammatical 
system and structures of the language during their course. Knowledge of the grammar and 
structures specified for GCSE is assumed. 
 
3.4 Works: Students must study either one text and one film or two texts from a set list 
 
3.5 Individual research project Students must identify a subject or a key question which is of 
interest to them and which relates to a country or countries where the language is spoken. 
They must select relevant information in the target language from a range of sources 
including the internet. The aim of the research project is to develop research skills. Students 
will demonstrate their ability to initiate and conduct individual research by analysing and 
summarising their findings, in order to present and discuss them in the speaking 
assessment. Students may choose a subject linked to one of the themes or sub-themes or to 
one of the works. However, students must not base their research on the same literary text 
or film that they refer to in their written assessment 
 
HOW WILL I BE ASSESSED? 
 

 Paper 1: Listening, reading and writing  

 Paper 2: Writing  

 Paper 3: Speaking 

 
WHERE CAN AN A LEVEL IN FRENCH, GERMAN or SPANISH LEAD? 
 
Having a language at A level can open many doors – whether you wish to pursue a degree 
at university, or to enter the world of work. A language qualification on your CV can greatly 
improve your employability, in particular with large multinational companies. Languages will 
now combine with any subject at A level, and are considered very positively by university 
admissions tutors. 
 
The course does demand hard work, but it is varied wide ranging and enjoyable; in the 
longer term the skills and breadth of knowledge you will acquire will, we are convinced, 
assist you in the pursuit of an interesting and fulfilling career. 
 
 
 



 

 

 
CONTACT 
 
For further information about this course, contact Chris Williamson, Head of MFL, at 
cwilliamson@chenderit.northants.sch.uk 
 
  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

                     I’ve really enjoyed my French and Spanish lessons so far and I would 

truly recommend taking a language at A level as it opens up many career 

opportunities in later life as well as allowing you to experience a whole new culture 

in a fun and supportive learning environment.  I’ve only been studying AS for three 

months but I have already noticed the difference in my language skills. 

Hannah (Student)  

mailto:cwilliamson@chenderit.northants.sch.uk


 

 

 

A LEVEL MUSIC 
 
PREREQUISITES:  
 
5 GCSEs grades 9 – 4 including English and mathematics. Grade 5 at GCSE music (with at 
least 50% in the listening paper)) or music grade 4 on an instrument is essential. 
 
EXAM BOARD, COURSE SPECIFICATIONS AND WEB LINK:  

 

EDEXCEL 9MU0: Edexcel Music specification 
 
 
WHY STUDY MUSIC? 
 
This course will appeal to students who want to enrich their appreciation and enjoyment of 
music. It will prepare those students who wish to study music further and those who wish it 
to remain a life-long interest 
 
WHAT SKILLS TO BE GAINED BY STUDYING MUSIC? 
 
Studying Music will help you to develop key skills in performing, composing, theory ,listening 
and analysing. You will learn how the great Classical composers approached their music, as 
well as studying other styles. 
 
WHAT WILL I STUDY? 
 
You will develop your performing skills, deepening your interpretation and expressive skills. 
You will learn how to compose in different styles, as well as learning the methods behind the 
composition styles of the Baroque and Classical eras. Finally, you will develop your skills in 
analysis, learning how composers built and developed their compositions. 
 
 
HOW WILL I BE ASSESSED? 
 

 Unit 1 will consist of a recital of a minimum of 8 minutes. This will be recorded in 

controlled conditions, and externally assessed. 

 Unit 2 will consist of 2 compositions, with a combined total of at least 6 minutes. These 

will be a mixture of free and brief related pieces, and will be written under controlled 

conditions and externally assessed. 

 Unit 3 will be a 2 hour formal listening exam, consisting of aural / theory questions, and 

extended essay questions. 

 
WHERE CAN MUSIC LEAD? 
 
Apart from developing your own music, career opportunities include performing, composing, 
working in the sound industry, teaching and music therapy. 
 
CONTACT 
 
For further information about this course, contact Mark Ledger, Head of Performance 
Learning at mledger@chenderit.northants.sch.uk 
 
 

http://qualifications.pearson.com/en/qualifications/edexcel-a-levels/music-2016.html
mailto:mledger@chenderit.northants.sch.uk


 

 

 
 

A LEVEL PHILOSOPHY, RELIGION 
AND ETHICS 

 
 
PREREQUISITES: 
 
5 GCSEs grades 9 – 4 including English and mathematics. 
 
EXAM BOARD, COURSE SPECIFICATIONS AND WEB LINK:  

 
Edexcel 9RS0: Edexcel Religious Studies specification  
 
WHY STUDY PHILOSOPHY AND ETHICS? 
 
The study of Philosophy and Ethics allows students to question, debate and challenge the 
world around them.  The course aims to develop an understanding and appreciation for 
philosophical and ethical thought as well as an insight into Buddhist teachings.  Studying 
Philosophy and Ethics can develop the building blocks to support study in Higher Education 
in many subjects. 
.  
 
WHAT SKILLS TO BE GAINED BY STUDYING PHILOSOPHY AND ETHICS?  
 
Philosophy and Ethics allows students to construct well-informed arguments to support or 
contradict philosophical thought and allows students to apply ethical theories to modern day 
examples such as the environment, war and peace and medical ethics.  Students will 
develop a good knowledge and understanding of Philosophical and Ethical theories as well 
as Buddhist perspectives that they will then apply to clear, well-informed debate. 
 
 
WHAT WILL I STUDY? 
 
Paper 1 – Philosophy 
 
This paper includes the following topics: 
 

 Philosophical issues and questions 

 The nature & influence of religious experience 

 Problems of evil and suffering 

 Religious language 

 Works of scholars 

 Influences and developments in religious belief 
 
Paper 2 – Ethics 
 
This paper includes the following topics: 
 

 Significant concepts in issues and debates in religion and ethics  

 A study of three ethical theories 

 Application of ethical theories to issues of importance 

 Ethical language 

 Deontology, Virtue Ethics and the works of scholars 

https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/qualifications/edexcel-a-levels/religious-studies-2016.html


 

 

 

Personally, I have found Philosophy unique. The set of thinking and analytical skills that I 

have learnt from it have helped massively in both my other subjects, especially history. 

The range of material that we go through is immense and there is something in each topic 

for everyone to find interesting. It has been very useful for me in preparing to apply for 

and hopefully study law at university. 

Alex Y13 student 
 

 Medical ethics: beginning and end of life issues 
 
Paper 3 – Buddhism 
 
This paper includes the following topics: 
 

 Religious beliefs, values and teachings  

 Sources of wisdom and authority 

 Practices that shape and express religious identity 

 Social and historical developments 

 Works of scholars 

 Religion and society 
 
HOW WILL I BE ASSESSED?  
 
Three two-hour exams, one for each paper listed above. 
 
WHERE CAN PHILOSOPHY AND ETHICS LEAD?  
 
In recent years, our students have moved on to study subjects such as Criminology, 
Sociology, Law, Health and Social Care, Nursing and the Classics.  Philosophy and Ethics 
develops skills for many university courses and future career aspirations.  Some of our 
students have moved on to starting a career in the police force as well as the industrial 
sector of work. 
 
 
CONTACT 
For further information about this course, contact Holly Millan, Head of Religious Studies, at 
hmillan@chenderit.northants.sch.uk 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
  

mailto:hmillan@chenderit.northants.sch.uk


 

 

A LEVEL PHYSICAL EDUCATION 
 
PREREQUISITES:  
 
5 GCSEs grades 9 – 4 including English and mathematics. 
 
EXAM BOARD, COURSE SPECIFICATIONS AND WEB LINK:  

 
Edexcel 9PE0: Edexcel Physical Education specification  
 
WHY STUDY PE? 
 
A passion for the subject and if you have enjoyed PE in the past you will enjoy this course.  
Students consistently overachieve in PE leading to excellent UCAS points to take forward, 
whether pursuing a career in the sports industry or not. 
 
WHAT SKILLS TO BE GAINED BY STUDYING? 
 
Research skills, time management skills, practical sport skills, writing skills, evaluative skills 
 
WHAT WILL I STUDY? 
 

 Sociological factors in sport and activity.  

 Elite preparation of athletes in the short and long term in readiness for 

events/performances. 

 Physiological adaptations of activity and the benefits to the population and performers.  

 Psychological responses to activity 

HOW WILL I BE ASSESSED? 
 
Two final exams worth 70%. Three coursework pieces worth 30% 
 
WHERE CAN PE LEAD? 
 
Careers in the sports industry eg; physiotherapy, sports management, sports event 
management, coaching, teaching, sports psychology amongst others. 
 
CONTACT 
For further information about this course, contact Anthony Vickers, Head of PE, at 
avickers@chenderit.northants.sch.uk 
 

 

Throughout my studies in PE the PE staff have been very supportive, they have set 

strict deadlines but I used their feedback to make progress. The subject is enjoyable, 

you study different aspects of sport and how athletes are prepared for events. PE is a 

subject I overachieved in, the coursework is challenging but  

gave me a real insight into my own performance and how sport  

is organised, I recommend the course to anyone with an interest  

in sport. 

 
Josh (Student) 

 

 

https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/qualifications/edexcel-a-levels/physical-education-2016.html
mailto:avickers@chenderit.northants.sch.uk


 

 

 A LEVEL PHYSICS 
 
PREREQUISITES:  
 
5 GCSEs grades 9 – 4 including English (grade 4+) and mathematics (grade 6+). Grade 5 in 
combined science or in physics plus one other science. 
 
EXAM BOARD, COURSE SPECIFICATIONS AND WEB LINK:  
 
OCR H556: OCR Physics specification   
  
WHY STUDY PHYSICS? 
 
This course will appeal to students who have an interest in developing their knowledge and 
understanding of physics. Physics tries to explain all the parts of the universe, from the 
biggest to the smallest, the forces that they exert on each other and the way that these 
forces behave.  In a nutshell, physics is the science of everything!  If you’ve ever had an 
interest in how things work or wondered why the world behaves as it does, then you should 
be studying physics. 
 
WHAT SKILLS TO BE GAINED BY STUDYING PHYSICS? 
 
Experimentation and investigation, research, presentation, discussion and derivation, 
understanding and application of principles and formulae. 
 
WHAT WILL I STUDY? 
 

Year 12 
 

 Unit 1: Practical Skills 

 Unit 2: Foundation of Physics 

 Unit 3: Forces and motion 

 Unit 4: Electrons waves and photons 

Year 13 
 

 Unit 5: Newtonian World and Astrophysics 

 Unit 6: Particles and medical physics 

HOW WILL I BE ASSESSED? 
 

 Paper 1 : 2 hours 15 mins 

 Paper 2 : 2 hours 15 mins 

 Paper 3 : 1 hour 30 min 

 Practical skills - reported separately 

  
WHERE CAN PHYSICS LEAD? 
 
From accounting, banking, computing, designing, engineering, to pharmacology or even 
zookeeper- the range of possible careers is much wider than you might think!  Former 
students have gone on to study degrees as diverse as architecture, archaeology, specialist 
physics, theoretical physics, mathematics, engineering, ophthalmology and medicine. 
 
  

https://www.ocr.org.uk/qualifications/as-a-level-gce/physics-a-h156-h556-from-2015/


 

 

CONTACT 
 
For further information about this course, contact Andrew Williams, Head of Science, at 
awilliams@chenderit.northants.sch.uk 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Physics is interesting; it has so many real world applications.  Physics is like maths, 

but interesting.  Physics! Because who doesn’t want to work out the airspeed velocity 

of an unladen swallow?         

 

Physics has taught me the laws and theories that dictate how the universe behaves; 

tackling issues such as resonance was particularly interesting and learning key skills 

such as formula manipulation will help throughout my career.  Physics allows you to 

have a deeper understanding of how everything works. Physics allows you to 

understand and apply what maths skills are used and needed in physics and in the real 

world. 

 

(Student) 

mailto:awilliams@chenderit.northants.sch.uk


 

 

A LEVEL - PRODUCT DESIGN 
3-D DESIGN 

 
 
SUBJECT: A level - Design and Technology: Product Design (7552) 
 
PREREQUISITES:  
 
5 GCSEs grades 9 – 4 including English and mathematics. Resistant materials at grade 4+ 
is preferred. 
 
EXAM BOARD, COURSE SPECIFICATIONS AND WEB LINK:  

 
AQA 7552: AQA Design and Technology specification  
 
 
WHY STUDY PRODUCT DESIGN?  
 
This course will appeal to students who have an enquiring technological mind and an interest 
in artefact / product 3D design. You will enjoy designing and making things from wood, metal 
and plastics at an Advanced level, and have a creative skill in presenting ideas to a high 
graphical degree. Throughout the course the design aspect is an integrated process that 
involves the consideration of human needs which produces a response in the form of a 3D 
artefact / product. 
 
WHAT SKILLS TO BE GAINED BY STUDYING PRODUCT DESIGN?  
 
Taking Product Design will help you to study the design of real artefacts so that you can 
participate in today and tomorrow’s rapidly changing technological world.  You will become a 
critical and informed user of products, and become a designer and innovator. The course will 
help you to think and do something creative to improve the quality of life for everyone.  
You will become self-motivated - a creative, problem solver. You will look for needs, wants 
and opportunities and respond to them by developing a range of design ideas and by 
improving your skills to make and evaluate end products and systems.  
You will combine practical skills with an understanding of aesthetics, social issues, 
environmental issues, function, and industrial practices.   
 
WHAT WILL I STUDY? 
 
The Product Design course will appeal to students who have an inquiring mind and an 
interest in artefact / product design.  
 
In Year 12 and Year 13 you will enjoy designing and making things from wood, metal and 
plastics at an Advanced level, and have a developing skill in presenting ideas to a high 
graphical standard.  
 
Throughout the course the design aspect is an integrated process that involves the 
consideration of human needs - which produces a response / solution in the form of a 3D 
artefact following an iterative process of designing, making, testing and evaluating. 
The choice of project towards the end of Year 12 and in Year 13 is left to the student. This is 
a flexible project and a variety of ideas are easily accommodated to allow different areas of 
interest to be explored – centred around a design context and the design process – a design 
brief is developed following the design process through to manufacturing an end product 
leading to testing and evaluation.   

http://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/design-and-technology/as-and-a-level/design-and-technology-product-design-7552


 

 

The course will also involve considerable preparation for the written exam – through theory 
content, assignments to develop knowledge and skills as well as practice for answering 
examination questions. 
 
HOW WILL I BE ASSESSED? 
 
Paper 1 – Technical principles – written exam 2.5hrs – 120 marks making 30% of the A level. 
Paper 2 – Designing and making principles – written exam 1.5hrs – 80 marks making 20% of 
the A level. 
 
Non-exam assessment (NEA) – practical application of technical principles, designing and 
making principles – substantial design and make project – 100 marks making 50% of the A 
level. 
 
WHERE CAN IT LEAD? 
 
University Degree in: product design, industrial design, architecture, model making, systems 
design, graphical design, packaging design, exhibition/display design. Engineering – 
mechanical, structural, electronic. Careers in furniture design and manufacture, cabinet 
making, interior design, teaching, ‘craft’ apprenticeships, antique restoration. 
 
Most universities have excellent industry/commercial links which enable students to access 
onward career opportunities.  
 
CONTACT 
For further information about this course, contact Mark Woodcock, Head of Technology, at 
mwoodcock@chenderit.northants.sch.uk 
 
 
  

 

 
 

 

 

‘Product design is central to society as it affects everyone’s day to day lives, 

everything needs to be designed to ensure it can suit its purpose. I chose product 

design to deepen my knowledge of the design and manufacturing processes, I’ve 

learned a range of building techniques, handwork based skills and how to draw a range 

artistic designs. I’ve especially enjoyed the challenge of developing artistic drawings 

and then adapting them as little as possible to ensure that they can be manufactured 

using common techniques. 

 

I chose this course along with maths and physics to cover all of the basic skills and 

knowledge for taking an engineering subject at university, as the course has a 

coursework element it was easier during the revision process. I’m looking to study 

Architectural Engineering at university next year, which develops the skills I’ve learnt 

in Product Design and applies them to architectural designs. The course teaches you 

how the world works, the knowledge I’ve gained from the course can be applied to 

anything as the understanding of how products are designed and made develops you as 

a person.’ 

Will (student) 

 

mailto:mwoodcock@chenderit.northants.sch.uk


 

 

A LEVEL PSYCHOLOGY 
 
PREREQUISITES:   
 
5 GCSEs grades 9 – 4 including English and mathematics. 
 
EXAM BOARD, COURSE SPECIFICATIONS AND WEB LINK:  
 
OCR H567: OCR Psychology specification  
 
WHY STUDY PSYCHOLOGY? 
 
Psychology is the study of human behaviour and is therefore directly relevant to everyday 
life. It is also a very interesting subject as it focuses on why people behave as they do. For 
example, what causes anorexia, or why do we dream and why are some people more 
intelligent than others? 
 
WHAT SKILLS TO BE GAINED BY STUDYING PSYCHOLOGY? 
  
Studying psychology will help you learn to work independently and carry out research. It will 
also help you to see flaws in arguments, and realise that things are not always as they 
seem. Studying psychology will increase your evaluation skills, and help you understand the 
strengths and weaknesses of psychological theories and concepts. 
 
WHAT WILL I STUDY? 
 
Unit 1 Research Methods (30%) Each Unit will assess knowledge and understanding of 
research methods. It will provide an opportunity to plan, design and evaluate a novel piece of 
research and allow students to analyse and interpret data.  
 
Unit 2 Psychological themes through Core Studies (35%) This Unit focuses on some of 
the central areas of investigation in psychology. For each theme students will be taught both 
a classic and a contemporary study. The classic studies are ‘landmark’ pieces of research 
that have helped to shape the course of the subject. The contemporary studies are more ‘up 
to date’ pieces of research that engage in some way with the issues being explored in the 
classic studies they are paired with. The aim is to develop critical thinking and independent 
learning.  
 
Unit 3 Applied Psychology (35%) This unit consists of one compulsory section and 
options. The content is addressed by background, which allows exploration of themes and 
debates, to draw students into the heart of psychology. The question format means an 
active, thinking response which should be exciting and engaging rather than passive. This 
unit juxtaposes traditional and modern studies. The newer research attempts to reflect 
current thinking and current trends. There is also, an application focus to allow assessment 
to take the form of a response to a novel situation. 
 
HOW WILL I BE ASSESSED? 
 
The A level will consist of three units which are all taken at the end of the second year, each 
unit consists of a 2 hour exam.  
 
  

http://www.ocr.org.uk/qualifications/as-a-level-gce-psychology-h167-h567-from-2015/


 

 

WHERE CAN PSYCHOLOGY LEAD? 
 
Psychology A level is an excellent preparation or academic study at University or for 
progression to a professional career.  
 
 
CONTACT 
For further information about this course, contact Chris Deakin, Head of Social Sciences, at 
cdeakin@chenderit.northants.sch.uk 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 

Everyone is made up of similar ingredients yet each individual acts and thinks 

completely differently, why?  This is the main question that psychology is based on 

and you as a student have the opportunity to analyse different approaches to this.  I 

am personally interested in the clinical aspect of psychology, which is taught in the 

2nd year of this course.  This is because you don’t only learn about certain mental 

disorders, but you also question how valid and reliable the psychiatric diagnosis 

process is in itself.  Studying psychology not only helps you learn a range of theories, 

it also causes you to form your own opinions on questions like “Why do some people 

disobey when others obey?  Are our memories true accounts of events?  Can I 

change the way I am or am I born to be this way for the rest of my life?  This 

subject is always interesting and this is why I will be studying psychology at 

university.  

 

 Year 13 student. 

 

mailto:cdeakin@chenderit.northants.sch.uk


 

 

A LEVEL SOCIOLOGY 
 
PREREQUISITES:   
 
5 GCSEs grades 9 – 4 including English and mathematics. 
 
EXAM BOARD, COURSE SPECIFICATIONS AND WEB LINK:  

 

AQA 7192: AQA Sociology specification 
 
WHY STUDY SOCIOLOGY? 
 
Sociology is a challenging and exciting discipline, and its aim is to understand how societies 
work. It investigates the structures and cultures of different societies throughout the world 
and throughout history. You will be looking at education, crime, theory and methods and the 
selected topics to probe beneath the surface of society to find out what is actually going on. 
At the centre of the course is the search for how our identities formed, and how aspects of 
our identities such as class, gender and ethnicity affect our lives. 
 
WHAT SKILLS TO BE GAINED BY STUDYING SOCIOLOGY? 
 
Studying sociology will help develop your essay writing skills, allowing you to discuss 
different views on social issues in a critical and evaluative way. Being able to draw on a 
range of perspectives, evidence and contemporary issues is excellent preparation for 
university and employment. Sociology provides a strong understanding of social and political 
issues, past and present. 
 
WHAT WILL I STUDY? 
 
Paper 1 (33.3%) Education with Theory and Methods Students will study the role and 
functions of the education system, including its relationship to the economy and to class 
structure. They will examine differential educational achievement of social groups by social 
class, gender and ethnicity in contemporary society and consider the relationships and 
processes within schools, with particular reference to teacher/pupil relationships, pupil 
identities and subcultures, the hidden curriculum, and the organisation of teaching and 
learning. They will assess the significance of educational policies for an understanding of the 
structure, role, impact and experience of and access to education and the impact of 
globalisation on educational policy.  
 
Paper 2 (33.3%): Topics in Sociology Students will study two topics: Family and 
Households and Welfare Global Development. The study of these topics should engage 
students in theoretical debate while encouraging an active involvement with the research 
process. They will assess contemporary social processes and change, and draw together 
the knowledge, understanding and skills learnt in different aspects of the course.  
 
Paper 3 (33.3%): Crime and Deviance with Theory and Methods Students will examine 
crime, deviance, social order and social control while looking at the distribution of crime and 
deviance by ethnicity, gender and social class. They will study globalisation and crime in 
contemporary society; the media and crime; green crime; human rights and state crimes.  
 
HOW WILL I BE ASSESSED? 
 

 Paper 1: Education with Theory and Methods - 2 hour written exam 

 Paper 2: Topics in Sociology - 2 hour written exam 

 Paper 3: Crime and Deviance with Theory and Methods - 2 hour written exam 

http://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/sociology/as-and-a-level/sociology-7191-7192


 

 

 

I chose to do Sociology ‘A’ level because I am interested in learning about our 

society.  Sociology has helped me to understand the problems faced in society.  It 

compliments Psychology and Politics nicely. 

 

Katherine (student) 

 

 

 
WHERE CAN SOCIOLOGY LEAD? 
 
Sociology is an interesting academic subject in its own right. It provides an excellent 
foundation for a wide range of degree and vocational courses. As such an A level in 
sociology provides an excellent background for careers in journalism, the caring professions, 
teaching, management and the police. 
 
 
CONTACT 
For further information about this course, contact Chris Deakin, Head of Social Sciences, at 
cdeakin@chenderit.northants.sch.uk 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  

 

mailto:cdeakin@chenderit.northants.sch.uk


 

 

BTec Level 2  
Customer Services 

 
PREREQUISITES 
 
Students need to have good communicational skills. Dedication and reliability are the basic 
requirements.  Students need to be able to show that they can work as part of a team or 
independently. 
 
Exam Board  
 
Pearson Level 2 Customer Services: BTEC Technical Customer Service Operations 
specification  
 
WHY COMPLETE AN NVQ? 
 
An NVQ is a National Vocational Qualification. It is a work-based qualification designed to 
measure competence in a professional role.  This qualification allows students to adapt to a 
working environment, gaining knowledge in various sectors of their profession.  It allows 
them to experience true working life. 
 
WHAT SKILLS ARE GAINED BY STUDYING AN NVQ? 
 
By studying an NVQ this will allow you to gain many valuable transferable skills that you can 
apply to any future employment or education?  Once all units are complete the students will 
receive a Level 2 qualification. 
 
WHAT WILL I STUDY? 
 
Students will study different units depending on whether they opt to do an NVQ in Customer 
Services or Business Administration.   The units will be completed by carrying out a work 
placement once a week for a year.  Alongside your placement you will receive five support 
lessons to enable you to complete the written knowledge questions. 
 
HOW WILL I BE ASSESSED? 
 
The student will be assessed by the assessor, this will involve observations within the work 
place.  The employer will also be able to write testimonials showing your competence and 
knowledge which will be used.  Your written work will be marked and feedback will be given. 
Once the units have been completed all written work will be marked and verified. 
 
CONTACT 
 
For further information about this course, contact members of the Sixth Form Team, Billy 
Belstone bbelstone@chenderit.northants.sch.uk or Kim Norris 
knorris@chenderit.northants.sch.uk 
  

https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/qualifications/btec-technicals/customer-service-operations.html?utm_source=spec&utm_medium=Email&utm_campaign=VOC_GEN_01JAN2017_technicals17_Q
https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/qualifications/btec-technicals/customer-service-operations.html?utm_source=spec&utm_medium=Email&utm_campaign=VOC_GEN_01JAN2017_technicals17_Q
mailto:bbelstone@chenderit.northants.sch.uk
mailto:knorris@chenderit.northants.sch.uk


 

 

 
 
 

  

 

I would recommend a practical course like this because it allows you to gain 

knowledge and the ability to show competence in a working environment. 

 

Rebecca (Student) 

 



 

 

ENGLISH GCSE 
 
PREREQUISITES:  
 
English Language grade 3 
 
EXAM BOARD, COURSE SPECIFICATIONS AND WEB LINK:  

 
OCR English J351: OCR English GCSE Specification 
 
WHY STUDY ENGLISH GCSE? 
 
Do you need a further opportunity to secure that all important grade 4 or 5 in English 
Language?  
 
This course looks at developing your reading, writing and speaking and listening skills.  
 
WHAT WILL I STUDY? 
 
You will complete past papers looking at how to infer, deduce, comprehend, summarise and 
paraphrase. The writing papers will help develop your understanding of how writers use 
purpose, audience and form and you will have the opportunity to develop skills writing for 
different audiences and different forms.  
 
HOW WILL I BE ASSESSED? 
 
Two exams, both lasting two hours, focusing on reading and writing.  Each paper is 50%. 
 
A speaking and listening presentation must be completed but is graded separately and does 
not count towards the GCSE grade.   
 
CONTACT 
 
For further information about this course, contact Natalie Dale, Head of English, at 
ndale@chenderit.northants.sch.uk 
 
 
 

https://www.ocr.org.uk/qualifications/gcse/english-language-j351-from-2015/
mailto:ndale@chenderit.northants.sch.uk


 

 

MATHEMATICS GCSE 
 
PREREQUISITES:  
 
None 
 
EXAM BOARD, COURSE SPECIFICATIONS AND WEB LINK:  

 
Edexcel GCSE Mathematics A 1MA1: Mathematics GCSE specification 
 
 
WHY STUDY GCSE MATHS? 
 
This course is aimed at those students who did not achieve a grade 4 in year 11 but have a 
realistic chance of reaching this level if they are prepared to focus on improving their skills in 
Mathematics. 
 
WHAT SKILLS TO BE GAINED BY STUDYING GCSE MATHS?  
 
You will develop the skills that you have studied in your GCSE Mathematics lessons but 
more importantly you will be given the opportunity to revisit the topics that you completed in 
Years 10 and 11. 
 
WHAT WILL I STUDY? 
 
The examinations consist of the following topics: 
 

 Probability and Statistics 

 Number 

 Algebra  

 Geometry and Measure  

 
HOW WILL I BE ASSESSED? 
 
This course is assessed using a single linear examination at the end of the course.  All 
students would take 3 papers (1 non-calculator and 2 calculator papers) at the end of the 
course in June.  The course contains the same content as previous studied for the 
Foundation and higher tiers GCSE taken during year 11. There is an opportunity for students 
who achieved a grade 3 in year 11 to take the GCSE in November. 
 
WHERE CAN MATHEMATICS LEAD? 
 
Mathematics is an extremely valuable GCSE and many future opportunities require at least a 
grade 4 and increasing a grade 5. 
 
CONTACT 
For further information about this course, contact Kevin Foley, Head of Maths, at 
kfoley@chenderit.northants.sch.uk 
 
 
  

https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/qualifications/edexcel-gcses/mathematics-2015.html
mailto:kfoley@chenderit.northants.sch.uk


 

 

Extended Project Qualification (EPQ) 
 
PREREQUISITES:  
 
Students will be considered for the EPQ based upon their capacity to undertake the project, 
which will be determined through discussions with form tutors. 
 
EXAM BOARD, COURSE SPECIFICATIONS AND WEB LINK:  

 
OCR EPQ H857:  OCR EPQ H857 Specification  
 
WHY DO EPQ? 
 
The Extended Project Qualification (EPQ) is a stand-alone project that is worth up to 70 
UCAS points (equivalent to an AS level). It can be a practical, work-related project, or an 
extension of your A Level studies.  
 
The EPQ provides you with an opportunity to develop skills that higher education is looking 
for, by encouraging independent study, critical thinking and teamwork.  
 
EPQ will help you ‘stand out from the crowd’ when you are applying for university. 
 
The flexibility of the EPQ means that you can choose a topic to suit your personal interest 
and individual needs. 
 
The course also encourages you to apply appropriate technologies, improving transferrable 
skills such as planning, research, analysis and evaluation. 
 
WHAT WILL I STUDY? 
 
You will learn a range of skills that you will develop and apply throughout your project. These 
include: how to select a project, project management skills, how to conduct research, 
presentation techniques, methods of evaluation and analysis. 
 
HOW WILL I BE ASSESSED? 
 
You will be assessed on how you progress throughout the project, particularly your ability to 
plan, manage and evaluate your work. There will be a written component to your project that 
will be assessed.  As a guide a dissertation should be approximately 5000 worlds. Written 
evidence can however take other forms.  Any written work should be of sufficient depth to 
explore the issues and demonstrate the skills assessed through the project. 
 
CONTACT 
 
For further information about this course, contact Chris Deakin, Head of Social Sciences, at 
cdeakin@chenderit.northants.sch.uk. 
 
 
 
 

 

https://www.ocr.org.uk/Images/80773-specification.pdf

