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There are six extracts from the 19th, 20th and 21st centuries within this booklet (one 
for each week of the summer holidays). Read them with someone at home and 
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answer the questions that follow. The answers are included. Alternatively, you can 
complete these using the google forms via the show my homework link (from 17th 
July 2020). 
 
How can I be an active reader? 
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Why is reading important? 
 
Research shows that reading for pleasure can promote better health and wellbeing, 
aids in building social connections and relationships with others and is associated 
with a range of factors that help increase the chances of social mobility. 
 
Read the Reading Agency reports into the benefits of reading for pleasure and 
empowerment (BOP Consulting, 2015) and of creating a society of readers (Demos, 
2018).  
 
Skills and Learning 
 

 Students are less able to learn other curricula if they do not develop sufficient 
reading skills by the middle of primary school.1 

 Only 35% of 10-year-olds in England report that they like reading 'very much'. 
This lags behind countries like Russia (46%), Ireland (46%), New Zealand 
(44%), and Australia (43%).2 

 By the final year of compulsory schooling in England, the reading skills of 
children from disadvantaged backgrounds are on average almost three years 
behind those from the most affluent homes.3 

Proven power of reading: 

• Reading for pleasure is more important for children's cognitive development 
than their parents' level of education and is a more powerful factor in life 
achievement than socio-economic background.4  
16-year-olds who choose to read books for pleasure outside of school are 
more likely to secure managerial or professional jobs in later life.5 

• Children who read books often at age 10 and more than once a week at age 
16 gain higher results in maths, vocabulary and spelling tests at age 16 than 
those who read less regularly.6 

 
1 DfE (2016) DfE strategy 2015-20: World-class education and care p.24 
2 McGrane et al. (2017) Progress in International Reading Literacy Study (PIRLS): National Report for England p. 
102 
3 Jerrim, J, and N. Shure (2016) Achievement of 15-Year-Olds in England: PISA 2015 National Report DfE p. 105 
4 Sullivan and Brown (2013) Social inequalities in cognitive scores at age 16: The role of reading 
5 Taylor (2011) Reading at 16 linked to better job prospects 
6 OECD (2010) PISA 2009 Results: Learning to Learn: Student Engagement, Strategies and Practices p. 32-4 

https://readingagency.org.uk/news/The%20Impact%20of%20Reading%20for%20Pleasure%20and%20Empowerment.pdf
https://readingagency.org.uk/news/The%20Impact%20of%20Reading%20for%20Pleasure%20and%20Empowerment.pdf
https://tra-resources.s3.amazonaws.com/uploads/entries/document/3132/A_Society_of_Readers_-_Formatted__3_.pdf
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/508421/DfE-strategy-narrative.pdf
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/664562/PIRLS_2016_National_Report_for_England-_BRANDED.pdf
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/574925/PISA-2015_England_Report.pdf
http://discovery.ucl.ac.uk/1473708/
https://www.sciencedaily.com/releases/2011/05/110504150539.htm
http://www.oecd.org/pisa/pisaproducts/48852630.pdf
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• Studies have shown that those who read for pleasure have higher levels of 
self-esteem and a greater ability to cope with difficult situations. Reading for 
pleasure was also associated with better sleeping patterns.7 

• Adults who read for just 30 minutes a week are 20% more likely to report 
greater life satisfaction.8 

 

 
 
 

 
“Reading helps students gain knowledge, which leads 
to better writing, whilst writing can deepen students’ 
understanding of ideas.”  
-(Education Endowment Foundation, 2019).9  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
7 Billington, J, (2015) Reading between the Lines: the Benefits of Reading for Pleasure Quick Reads, University 
of Liverpool 
8 Billington, J, (2015) Reading between the Lines: the Benefits of Reading for Pleasure Quick Reads, University 
of Liverpool p. 7 
9 http://educationendowmentfoundation.org.uk.tools/guidance-reports/improving -literacy-in-secondary-
schools/) 

http://manuscritdepot.com/documentspdf/Galaxy-Quick-Reads-Report-FINAL%20.pdf
http://manuscritdepot.com/documentspdf/Galaxy-Quick-Reads-Report-FINAL%20.pdf
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Text 1: Life of Pi by Yann Martel (2001) 

 
Piscine (Pi) Patel is an Indian boy who lives with his brother, Ravi, and his parents at Pondicherry Zoo. 
One Sunday morning, Pi's father calls Pi and Ravi over to him. He wants to teach them a lesson that 
could one day save their lives. This extract describes what happens next.  
 
"Tigers are very dangerous," Father shouted. "I want you to understand that you are never -- under any 
circumstances -- to touch a tiger, to pet a tiger, to put your hands through the bars of a cage, even to 
get close to a cage. Is that clear? Ravi?"  
 
Ravi nodded vigorously.  
 
"Piscine?" 
 
I nodded even more vigorously.  
 
He kept his eyes on me.  
 
I nodded so hard I'm surprised my neck didn't snap and my head fall to the floor. 
 
 […]I don't know where Father got the idea that his youngest son was itching to step into a cage with a 
ferocious carnivore. But wherever the strange worry came from - and Father was a worrier - he was 
clearly determined to rid himself of it that very morning.  
 
"I'm going to show you how dangerous tigers are," he continued. "I want you to remember this lesson 
for the rest of your lives."  
 
He turned to Babu and nodded. Babu left. Malahisha's eyes followed him and did not move from the 
door he disappeared through. He returned a few seconds later carrying a goat with its legs tied. Mother 
gripped me from behind. Malahisha's snarl turned into a growl deep in the throat.  
 
Babu unlocked, opened, entered, closed and locked a cage next to the tiger's cage. Bars and a trapdoor 
separated the two. Immediately Mahisha was up against the dividing bars, pawing them. To his 
growling he now added explosive, arrested woofs. Babu placed the goat on the floor; its flanks were 
heaving violently, its tongue hung from its mouth, and its eyes were spinning orbs. He untied its legs. 
The goat got to its feet. Babu exited the cage in the same careful way he had entered it. The cage had 
two floors, one level with us, the other at the back, higher by about three feet, that led outside to the 
island. The goat scrambled to this second level. Mahisha, now unconcerned with Babu, paralleled the 
move in his cage in a fluid, effortless motion. He crouched and lay still, his slowly moving tail the only 
sign of tension.  
 
Babu stepped up to the trapdoor between the cages and started pulling it open. In anticipation of 
satisfaction, Mahisha fell silent. I heard two things at that moment: Father saying "Never forget this 
lesson" as he looked on grimly; and the bleating of the goat. It must have been bleating all along, only 
we couldn't hear it before.  
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I could feel Mother's hand pressed against my pounding heart.  
 
The trapdoor resisted with sharp cries. Mahisha was beside himself -- he looked as if he were about to 
burst through the bars. He seemed to hesitate between staying where he was, at the place where his 
prey was closest but most certainly out of reach, and moving to the ground level, further away but 
where the trapdoor was located. He raised himself and started snarling again.  
 
The goat started to jump. It jumped to amazing heights. I had no idea a goat could jump so high. But 
the back of the cage was a high and smooth cement wall.  
 
With sudden ease the trapdoor slid open. Silence fell again, except for bleating and the click-click of the 
goat's hooves against the floor.  
 
A streak of black and orange flowed from one cage to the next.  
 
Normally the big cats were not given food one day a week, to simulate conditions in the wild. We found 
out later that Father had ordered that Mahisha not be fed for three days.  
 
I don't know if I saw blood before turning into Mother's arms or if I daubed it on later, in my memory, 
with a big brush. But I heard. It was enough to scare the living vegetarian daylights out of me. Mother 
bundled us out. We were in hysterics. She was incensed.  
 
"How could you, Santosh? They're children! They'll be scarred for the rest of their lives."  
 
Her voice was hot and tremulous. I could see she had tears in her eyes. I felt better.  
 
"Gita, my bird, it's for their sake. What if Piscine had stuck his hand through the bars of the cage one 
day to touch the pretty orange fur? Better a goat than him, no?"  
 
His voice was soft, nearly a whisper. He looked contrite. He never called her "my bird" in front of us. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 



7 
 

20 Answer Challenge 
Student Sheet 

No. Question Answer 
1 What does Pi’s father shout at him at the beginning of the extract?  
2 What four things does Pi’s father never want Pi and Ravi to do under 

any circumstances?  
3 What word shows how forcefully and quickly the boys nodded their 

heads?  
4 Pi nodded so hard he was surprised that what didn’t happen?  
5 Was Pi the youngest or oldest son?  
6 Complete the sentence: “But wherever the strange worry came from 

- and Father was a worrier - he was…   
7 Who did Pi’s father turn to and nod?  
8 What did Babu return carrying?  
9 Who gripped Pi from behind?  
10 What was the name of the tiger?  
11 What separated the locked cage from the tiger's cage?  
12 What noise did the tiger add to its growling as Babu entered the 

locked cage with the goat?  
13 What were the goat’s eyes described as being?  
14 How many floors did the cage have?  
15 What did Pi’s father say as he looked grimly on the goat?  
16 What did Pi’s mother press against his pounding heart?  
17 What was the wall at the back of the cage made from?  
18 Why were the big cats normally not given food one day a week?  
19 Father had ordered that Mahisha not be fed for how many days?  
20 What nickname does Pi’s father call his mother?  

 
 
Between 0-7 correct 

 What can I do to improve? 

 
Between 8-13 correct 

 What can I do to improve? 

 
Between 14-20 correct 

 What can I do to improve? 
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20 Answer Challenge 
Teacher Answer Sheet 

No. Question Answer 
1 What does Pi’s father shout at him at the beginning of the 

extract? 
"Tigers are very dangerous" 

2 What four things does Pi’s father never want Pi and Ravi to 
do under any circumstances? 

Touch a tiger, pet a tiger, put 
their hands through the bars of 
a cage or even to get close to a 
cage 

3 What word shows how forcefully and quickly the boys 
nodded their heads? 

Vigorously  

4 Pi nodded so hard he was surprised that what didn’t 
happen? 

His neck didn't snap and his 
head fall to the floor 

5 Was Pi the youngest or oldest son? The youngest 
 

6 Complete the sentence: “But wherever the strange worry 
came from - and Father was a worrier - he was…  

….clearly determined to rid 
himself of it that very morning.” 

7 Who did Pi’s father turn to and nod? Babu (his servant) 
 

8 What did Babu return carrying? A goat with its legs tied 
 

9 Who gripped Pi from behind? His mother 
 

10 What was the name of the tiger? Malahisha / Mahisha 
 

11 What separated the locked cage from the tiger's cage? Bars and a trapdoor 
 

12 What noise did the tiger add to its growling as Babu entered 
the locked cage with the goat? 

Explosive, arrested woofs 

13 What were the goat’s eyes described as being? Spinning orbs 
 

14 How many floors did the cage have? Two 
 

15 What did Pi’s father say as he looked grimly on the goat? 
 

"Never forget this lesson" 

16 What did Pi’s mother press against his pounding heart? Her hand 
 

17 What was the wall at the back of the cage made from? 
 

Smooth cement 

18 Why were the big cats normally not given food one day a 
week? 

To simulate conditions in the 
wild 

19 Father had ordered that Mahisha not be fed for how many 
days? 

Three  

20 What nickname does Pi’s father call his mother? My bird 
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Text 2: Jaws by Peter Benchley (1974) 

In this extract, a woman goes for a swim in the sea with deadly consequences.  
 
The great fish moved silently through the night water, propelled by short sweeps of its crescent tail. The 
mouth was open just enough to permit a rush of water over the gills. There was little other motion: an 
occasional correction of the apparently aimless course by the slight raising or lowering of a pectoral fin. The 
eyes were sightless in the black, and the other senses transmitted nothing extraordinary to the primitive 
brain. 
 
The land seemed almost as dark as the water; for there was no moon. From a house behind the dunes on 
the beach, lights cast yellow glimmers on the sand. The front door of the house opened, and a man and a 
woman stepped out onto the porch. They stood for a moment staring at the sea, embraced quickly, and 
scampered down the few steps onto the sand. The man was drunk, and he stumbled onto the bottom step. 
The woman laughed and took his hand, and together they ran onto the beach. 
 
“How about a swim?” she said. “It’ll clear your head.” 
 
“You go ahead,” he replied. “I’ll wait for you here.” 
 
The woman walked to where the gentle surf washed over her ankles. She called back, “You’re sure you 
don’t want to come?” But there was no answer from the sleeping man. 
 
She backed up a few steps, then ran at the water. At first her strides were long and graceful, but then a 
small wave crashed at her knees. She faltered, regained her footing, and flung herself over the next waist-
high wave. She continued walking until the water covered her shoulders. There she began to swim – with 
the jerky, head-above-water stroke of the untutored. 
 
A hundred yards offshore, the fish sensed a change in the sea’s rhythm. It did not see the woman, nor yet 
did it smell her. Running within the length of its body were a series of thin canals, filled with mucus and 
dotted with nerve endings, and these nerves detected vibrations and signalled the brain. The fish turned 
towards the shore. 
 
The woman continued to swim away from the beach, stopping now and then to check her position by the 
lights shining in the house. She was tiring, so she rested for a moment, treading water, then started for 
shore.  
 
The vibrations were stronger now, and the fish recognised prey. The sweep of its tail quickened, thrusting 
the giant body forward with a speed that agitated the tiny phosphorescent animals in the water and caused 
them to glow. 
 
The fish closed on the woman and hurtled past, a dozen feet to the side and six feet below the surface. The 
woman felt only a wave of pressure that seemed to lift her up in the water and ease her down again. She 
stopped swimming and held her breath. Feeling nothing further, she resumed her lurching stroke. 
 
The fish smelled her now, and the vibrations signalled distress. The fish began to circle close to the surface. 
Its dorsal fin broke the water, and its tail, thrashing back and forth, cut the glassy surface with a hiss. 
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For the first time, the woman felt fear, though she did not know why. She guessed that she was fifty yards 
from shore. She could see the line of white foam where the waves broke on the beach. 
 
The fish was about forty feet away from the woman, off to the side, when it turned suddenly to the left, 
dropped entirely below the surface, and with two quick thrusts of its tail, was upon her.  
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20 Answer Challenge 
Student Sheet 

 
 
 

 
 
 

No. Question Answer 
1 What word describes the size of the fish?  
2 What shape was the fish’s tail?  
3 Which part of the fish’s body did the water rush over?  
4 What type of fin did the fish raise or lower in order to change its 

course?  
5 What word describes the fish’s brain?  
6 Why did the land seem almost as dark as the water?  
7 Which two people came out of the front door of the house?  
8 Why did the man stumble on the bottom step?  
9 What question does the woman ask the man?  
10 What does the man do while the woman goes into the water?  
11 Complete the sentence: “She continued walking until…”  
12 How many yards off-shore was the fish when it first sensed the 

woman?  
13 What was running within the length of the fish’s body?   
14 What were these canals filled with?  
15 Why did the woman rest for a moment?  
16 What word describes the size of the phosphorescent animals in the 

water?  
17 How far below the surface did the fish pass the woman?  
18 What noise did the fish’s tail make as it broke the glassy surface of 

the water?  
19 What emotion did the woman feel but wasn’t sure why?   
20 How many quick thrusts of its tail did the fish make before it was 

upon the woman?  
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20 Answer Challenge 
Answer Sheet 

 
No. Question Answer 
1 What word describes the size of the fish? Great 

 
2 What shape was the fish’s tail? Crescent 

 
3 Which part of the fish’s body did the water rush over? Its gills 

 
4 What type of fin did the fish raise or lower in order to change 

its course? 
Pectoral 

5 What word describes the fish’s brain? Primitive 
 

6 Why did the land seem almost as dark as the water? Because there was no moon 
 

7 Which two people came out of the front door of the house? A man and a woman 
 

8 Why did the man stumble on the bottom step? Because he was drunk 
 

9 What question does the woman ask the man? 
 

“How about a swim?” 

10 What does the man do while the woman goes into the 
water? 

He falls asleep 

11 Complete the sentence: “She continued walking until…” “…the water covered her 
shoulders.” 

12 How many yards off-shore was the fish when it first sensed 
the woman? 

A hundred yards 

13 What was running within the length of the fish’s body?  
 

A series of thin canals 

14 What were these canals filled with? 
 

Mucus 

15 Why did the woman rest for a moment? 
 

Because she was tiring 

16 What word describes the size of the phosphorescent animals in 
the water? 

Tiny 

17 How far below the surface did the fish pass the woman? 
 

Six feet 

18 What noise did the fish’s tail make as it broke the glassy 
surface of the water? 

A hiss 

19 What emotion did the woman feel but wasn’t sure why?  Fear 
 

20 How many quick thrusts of its tail did the fish make before it 
was upon the woman? 

Two 
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Text 3: ‘On a Bicycle in the Streets of London’ by the Countess of 
Malmesbury (1896) 

 
The extract below is taken from The Badminton Magazine and refers to the problems women faced 
when cycling in London. 
 
A new sport has lately been devised by the drivers of hansom cabs*. It consists of chasing the lady who 
rides her bicycle in the streets of the metropolis. This pursuit appears to afford these ingenuous 
persons exactly that exhilarating and entrancing sensation without which no Englishman finds life 
worth living, and which apparently is to the heart of the cabby what fishing, golf, shooting and fox-
hunting can be to those who are usually called ‘the leisured classes’. 
 
I am given to understand that so far the scoring is altogether on the side the pursuer. He has bagged, 
we are told, many ladies whose mutilated or decapitated forms have been hurried into silent and secret 
graves. His former* fares*, instead of reposing* in the comfortable recesses of his vehicles, are now – 
stout and thin, short and tall, old and young – all alike vigorously pedalling just on ahead of his empty 
cab, and right under the fore-feet of his horse. Small wonder, indeed, if he be jealous and sore. 
 
Having now been the quarry* of the Hansom cabman for nearly a year, and having given him several 
exciting runs, I cannot help feeling that cycling in the streets would be nicer, to use a mild expression, if 
he did not try to kill me. Drivers of hansoms have various ways of inflicting torture upon a fellow-
creature, one of which is to suddenly and loudly shout out “Hi!” when they have ample room to pass, 
or when you are only occupying your lawful position in a string of vehicles. Also, they love to share your 
handle-bars and wheels, passing so close that if you swerve in the slightest – which, if you are 
possessed of nerves, you are likely to do – it must bring you to serious grief. They are also fond of 
cutting in just in front of you, or deliberately checking you at a crossing, well knowing that by so doing 
they risk your life, or, at any rate, force you to get off. 
 
I myself always ride peaceably about seven or eight miles an hour, and keep a good look-out some way 
ahead, as by that means you can often slip through a tight place or avoid being made into a sandwich 
composed of, let us say, a pedestrian who will not, and an omnibus* which cannot, stop. 
 
*hansom cabs = a horse-drawn carriage used as a taxi 
*former = past 
*fares = passengers 
*reposing = resting 
*quarry = prey 
*omnibus = a horse-drawn bus 
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20 Answer Challenge 
Student Sheet 

No. Question Answer 
1 Who is responsible for devising the new sport described in the 

article?  
2 What does this ‘sport’ consist of?  
3 Which two words does the Countess use to describe the sensation it 

causes the drivers to feel?   
4 What four hobbies for the ‘leisured classes’ does the Countess say it 

is like?  
5 Whose side does the Countess say the scoring is on?  
6 What does she believe has happened to the ladies who have been 

hurried into silent and secret graves?  
7 What are the hansom cab driver’s former fares doing instead of 

riding in his cab?  
8 What two emotions does the Countess believe the hansom cab driver 

is feeling?  
9 How long has the Countess been riding her bicycle?   
10 What does she say she has given the hansom cab driver in this 

period?  
11 The Countess believes that cycling in the streets would be nicer if 

what?  
12 What do the hansom cab drivers shout on their way past cyclists?  
13 Why does the Countess believe it is unnecessary to shout this?  
14 What do the hansom cab drivers love to share?  
15 What does the Countess say the hansom cab drivers are fond of 

doing?  
16 What does the Countess say the hansom cab drivers like to do at 

crossings?  
17 What word does the Countess use to describe how she rides her 

bicycle?  
18 How fast does the Countess ride her bicycle?  
19 What does she say will help you to “slip through a tight place”?  
20 What two things do cyclists risk being made part of a sandwich with?    

 
 
Between 0-7 correct 

 What can I do to improve? 

 
Between 8-13 correct 

 What can I do to improve? 

Between 14-20 correct  What can I do to improve? 
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20 Answer Challenge 
Teacher Answer Sheet 

 
No. Question Answer 
1 Who is responsible for devising the new sport described in 

the article? 
The drivers of hansom cabs 

2 What does this ‘sport’ consist of? Chasing the lady who rides her 
bicycle in the streets of the 
metropolis in a hansom cab 

3 Which two words does the Countess use to describe the 
sensation it causes the drivers to feel?  

Exhilarating and entrancing  

4 What four hobbies for the ‘leisured classes’ does the 
Countess say it is like? 

Fishing, golf, shooting and fox-
hunting 

5 Whose side does the Countess say the scoring is on? The pursuer 
 

6 What does she believe has happened to the ladies who have 
been hurried into silent and secret graves? 

They have been mutilated or 
decapitated 

7 What are the hansom cab driver’s former fares doing instead 
of riding in his cab? 

They are pedalling a bicycle 
down the streets instead  

8 What two emotions does the Countess believe the hansom 
cab driver is feeling? 

Jealous and sore 

9 How long has the Countess been riding her bicycle?  Nearly a year 
10 What does she say she has given the hansom cab driver in 

this period? 
Several exciting runs 

11 The Countess believes that cycling in the streets would be 
nicer if what? 

If the hansom cab drivers did 
not try to kill her 

12 What do the hansom cab drivers shout on their way past 
cyclists? 

“Hi!” 
 

13 Why does the Countess believe it is unnecessary to shout 
this? 

Because they have ample room 
to pass 

14 What do the hansom cab drivers love to share? 
 

Your handle-bars and wheels 
(they get too close) 

15 What does the Countess say the hansom cab drivers are fond 
of doing? 

Cutting in just in front of you 

16 What does the Countess say the hansom cab drivers like to 
do at crossings? 

Deliberately check you 

17 What word does the Countess use to describe how she rides 
her bicycle? 

Peaceably  

18 How fast does the Countess ride her bicycle? Seven or eight miles an hour 
 

19 What does she say will help you to “slip through a tight 
place”? 

Keeping a good look-out some 
way ahead 

20 What two things do cyclists risk being made part of a 
sandwich with?   

A pedestrian and an omnibus 
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Text 4: ‘Crooner’ from Nocturnes: Five Stories of Music and Nightfall 
by Kazuo Ishiguro (2009) 

 
Jan is a Polish musician who earns a living by helping various bands in Venice when they need an extra 
pair of hands. In this extract, he describes how he meets Tony Gardner, a famous singer, whom his 
mother used to adore.  
 
Tony Gardner has been my mother’s favourite. Back home, back in the communist days, it had been 
really hard to get records like that, but my mother had pretty much his whole collection. Once when I 
was a boy, I scratched one of those precious records. The apartment was so cramped, and a boy my 
age, you just had to move around sometimes, especially during those cold months when you couldn’t 
go outside. So I was playing this game jumping from our little sofa to the armchair, and one time I 
misjudged it and hit the record player. The needle went across the record with a zip – this was long 
before CDs – and my mother came in from the kitchen and began shouting at me. I felt so bad, not just 
because she was shouting at me, but because I knew it was one of Tony Gardner’s records, and I knew 
how much it meant to her. And I knew that this one too would now have those popping noises going 
through it while he crooned those American songs. Years later, when I was working in Warsaw and I got 
to know about black-market records, I gave my mother replacements of all her worn-out Tony Gardner 
albums, including that one I scratched. It took me over three years, but I kept getting them, one-by-
one, and each time I went back to see her I’d bring another. 
 
So you see why I got so excited when I recognised him, barely six metres away. At first I couldn’t quite 
believe it, and I might have been a beat late with a chord change. Tony Gardner! What would my dear 
mother have said if she’d known! For her sake, for the sake of her memory, I had to go and say 
something to him, never mind of the other musicians laughed and said I was acting like a bell-boy. 
 
But of course I couldn’t just rush over to him, pushing aside the tables and chairs. There was our set to 
finish. It was agony, I can tell you, another three, four numbers, and every second I thought he was 
going to get up and walk off. But he kept sitting there, by himself, staring into his coffee, stirring it like 
he was really puzzled by what the waiter had brought him He looked like any other American tourist, 
dressed in a blue polo shirt and loose grey trousers. His hair, very dark, very shiny on those record 
covers, was almost white now, but there was still plenty of it, and it was immaculately groomed in the 
same style he’d had back then. When I’d first spotted him, he’d had his dark glasses in this hand – I 
doubt if I’d have recognised him otherwise – but as our set went on and I kept watching him, he put 
them on his face, took them off again, then back on again. He looked preoccupied and it disappointed 
me to see he wasn’t really listening to our music. 
 
Then our set was over. I hurried out of the tent without saying anything to the others, made my way to 
Tony Garner’s table, then had a moment’s panic not knowing how to start the conversation. I was 
standing behind him, but some sixth sense made him turn and look up at me – I guess it was all those 
years of having fans come up to him - and next thing I was introducing myself, explaining how much I 
admired him, how I was in the band he’d just been listening to, how my mother had been such a fan, all 
in one big rush. I kept talking and all he said every now and then was: ‘Is that so?’ 
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20 Answer Challenge 
Student Sheet 

No. Question Answer 
1 What was the name of the singer who had been Jan’s mother’s 

favourite?   
2 Complete the sentence: “Back home, back in the communist days, it 

had been really hard to get records like that, but…  
3 What had Jan done to one of the records as a boy?  
4 What game was he playing when he misjudged it and hit the record 

player causing the record to get scratched?  
5 What noises could be heard when the record was playing because of 

the scratch?  
6 Where was Jan working years later when he got to know about black-

market records?  
7 What did Jan get for his mother from the black-market?  
8 How long did it take him to acquire these?  
9 How far away was Tony Gardner standing when Jan recognised him?  
10 Why did Jan have to go and say something to him?  
11 What did the other musicians say he was acting like?  
12 How many numbers (songs) did Jan have to wait for until their set 

was finished?  
13 What was Tony Gardner staring into throughout the band’s set?  
14 What did Tony Gardner look like?  
15 What was Tony Gardner wearing?  
16 What colour was his hair now?  
17 What did Tony Gardner put on his face, take off, then put back on 

again as the set went on?  
18 Jan hurried out of the tent without saying what to the others?  
19 What does Jan say made Tony Gardner turn and look up at him?  
20 What did Tony Gardner say every now and then to Jan?  

 
My PLC – Write your mark in the right colour box 

 
Between 0-7 correct 

 What can I do to improve? 

 
Between 8-13 correct 

 What can I do to improve? 

Between 14-20 correct  What can I do to improve? 
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20 Answer Challenge 
Teacher Answer Sheet 

 
No. Question Answer 
1 What was the name of the singer who had been Jan’s 

mother’s favourite?  
Tony Gardner 

2 Complete the sentence: “Back home, back in the communist 
days, it had been really hard to get records like that, but… 

…my mother had pretty much 
his whole collection.” 

3 What had Jan done to one of the records as a boy? Scratched it 
 

4 What game was he playing when he misjudged it and hit the 
record player causing the record to get scratched? 

Jumping from the little sofa to 
the armchair 

5 What noises could be heard when the record was playing 
because of the scratch? 

Popping noises 

6 Where was Jan working years later when he got to know 
about black-market records? 

Warsaw 

7 What did Jan get for his mother from the black-market? Replacements of all her worn-
out Tony Gardner albums, 
including that one he scratched 

8 How long did it take him to acquire these? Over three years 
 

9 How far away was Tony Gardner standing when Jan 
recognised him? 

Barely six metres away 

10 Why did Jan have to go and say something to him? For her sake, for the sake of her 
memory 

11 What did the other musicians say he was acting like? A bell-boy 
 

12 How many numbers (songs) did Jan have to wait for until 
their set was finished? 

Another three, four numbers 

13 What was Tony Gardner staring into throughout the band’s 
set? 

His coffee 

14 What did Tony Gardner look like? 
 

Any other American tourist 

15 What was Tony Gardner wearing? A blue polo shirt and loose grey 
trousers 

16 What colour was his hair now? Almost white 
 

17 What did Tony Gardner put on his face, take off, then put 
back on again as the set went on? 

His dark glasses 

18 Jan hurried out of the tent without saying what to the 
others? 

Anything  

19 What does Jan say made Tony Gardner turn and look up at 
him? 

Some sixth sense 

20 What did Tony Gardner say every now and then to Jan? ‘Is that so?’ 
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Text 5:  ‘Man takes first steps on the Moon’ 

(BBC News, 21/07/1969) 
 

On 21 July 1969 the first moon landing took place. This newspaper article published on that day 
explains what happened.  
American Neil Armstrong has become the first man to walk on the Moon. 

The astronaut stepped onto the Moon's surface, in the Sea of Tranquillity, at 02:56 GMT, nearly 20 
minutes after first opening the hatch on the Eagle landing craft. 

Armstrong had earlier reported the lunar module's safe landing with the words: "Houston, Tranquillity 
Base here. The Eagle has landed." 

As he put his left foot down first Armstrong declared: "That's one small step for man, one giant leap for 
mankind." 

He described the surface as being like powdered charcoal and the landing craft left a crater about a 
foot deep. 

The historic moments were captured on television cameras installed on the Eagle and turned on by 
Armstrong. 

Armstrong spent his first few minutes on the Moon taking photographs and soil samples in case the 
mission had to be aborted suddenly. 

He was joined by colleague Edwin "Buzz" Aldrin at 03:15 GMT and the two collected data and 
performed various exercises - including jumping across the landscape - before planting the Stars and 
Stripes flag at 03:41 GMT. 

They also unveiled a plaque bearing President Nixon's signature and an inscription reading: "Here men 
from the planet Earth first set foot upon the Moon July 1969 AD. We came in peace for all mankind." 

After filming their experience with a portable television camera the astronauts received a message 
from the US President. 

President Nixon, in the White House, spoke of the pride of the American people and said: "This 
certainly has to be the most historic telephone call ever made." 

Many other nations - including the UK - sent messages of congratulation. 

Moscow Radio announced the news solemnly in its 10:30 GMT broadcast.         As Aldrin and Armstrong 
collected samples, Michael Collins told mission control in Houston he had successfully orbited the 
Moon in the mother ship Columbia, and take-off was on schedule for 17:50 GMT this evening. 
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20 Answer Challenge 
Student Sheet 

No. Question Answer 
1 What nationality was the first man to walk on the Moon?  
2 What was his name?  
3 What time did he step onto the Moon’s surface?  
4 How long was that after first opening the hatch on the Eagle landing 

craft?  
5 What did Armstrong say to report the landing craft’s safe landing on 

the Moon?  
6 Which foot did Armstrong put down first?  
7 What did Armstrong declare as he stepped onto the Moon for the 

first time?  
8 Armstrong compared the surface of the Moon to what?  
9 What depth of a crater did the landing craft leave?  
10 What did Armstrong spent his first few minutes on the Moon doing?  
11 Why did he spend the first few minutes doing this?  
12 Who joined Armstrong at 03:15 GMT?  
13 What did the two men plant on the Moon at 03:41 GMT?  
14 Whose signature was on the plaque they unveiled?  
15 Complete the sentence “"Here men from the planet Earth first set 

foot upon the Moon July 1969…   
16 What did the men use to film their experience?  
17 What did President Nixon’s message say?  
18 Who else sent messages of congratulation?  
19 Who announced the news in its 10:30 GMT broadcast?  
20 What did Michael Collins tell mission control in Houston?   

 
My PLC – Write your mark in the right colour box 

 
Between 0-7 correct 

 What can I do to improve? 

 
Between 8-13 correct 

 What can I do to improve? 

Between 14-20 correct  What can I do to improve? 
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20 Answer Challenge 
Teacher Answer Sheet 

 
No. Question Answer 
1 What nationality was the first man to walk on the Moon? American 

 
2 What was his name? Neil Armstrong 

 
3 What time did he step onto the Moon’s surface? 

 
02:56 GMT 

4 How long was that after first opening the hatch on the Eagle 
landing craft? 

Nearly 20 minutes 

5 What did Armstrong say to report the landing craft’s safe 
landing on the Moon? 

"Houston, Tranquillity Base 
here. The Eagle has landed." 

6 Which foot did Armstrong put down first? His left foot 
 

7 What did Armstrong declare as he stepped onto the Moon 
for the first time? 

"That's one small step for man, 
one giant leap for mankind." 

8 Armstrong compared the surface of the Moon to what? 
 

Powdered charcoal 

9 What depth of a crater did the landing craft leave? 
 

About a foot deep 

10 What did Armstrong spent his first few minutes on the Moon 
doing? 

Taking photographs and soil 
samples 

11 Why did he spend the first few minutes doing this? In case the mission had to be 
aborted suddenly 

12 Who joined Armstrong at 03:15 GMT? Edwin "Buzz" Aldrin 
 

13 What did the two men plant on the Moon at 03:41 GMT? 
 

A Stars and Stripes flag 

14 Whose signature was on the plaque they unveiled? President Nixon's 
 

15 Complete the sentence “"Here men from the planet Earth 
first set foot upon the Moon July 1969…  

…AD. We came in peace for all 
mankind." 

16 What did the men use to film their experience? 
 

A portable television camera 

17 What did President Nixon’s message say? "This certainly has to be the 
most historic telephone call ever 
made." 

18 Who else sent messages of congratulation? Many other nations - including 
the UK 

19 Who announced the news in its 10:30 GMT broadcast? Moscow Radio 
 

20 What did Michael Collins tell mission control in Houston?  That he had successfully orbited 
the Moon in the mother ship 
Columbia 
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Text 6: An extract from ‘A Correct Narrative of the Distressing Shipwrecks (1810) 

The following extract is an eye-witness account of the shipwreck of the ‘Midbedach’, a Prussian ship 
that that lost 11 members of her crew in the storm. The writer describes how one of the surviving crew 
members was injured by falling timber. 

One of the two men that were preserved of this vessel, had his nose cut asunder by the sudden fall of 
some timber upon him before he quit the ship, but his wound, though painful, turned out neither 
malignant nor dangerous. 

All of the distressed crews that could, by the most resolute efforts, be saved from the various vessels, 
were saved before ten o'clock in the morning, one only excepted, the preservation of whom is 
deserving of particular mention, and the following are the circumstances of it:- 

The piteous spectacle of the wrecks was within a very short distance of Blatchington; and the 
Commanding Officer of the military there stationed, Captain Brown, and the greater part of the 
subordinates of the 81st infantry, as well as the Officers generally of that regiment, took very active and 
humane parts on the luckless situation. 

It so occurred, that Mr Derenzy, a Lieutenant in the 81st, after various successful efforts in rescuing his 
fellow-men from the brine of death, discovered a poor mariner in the last agonies of exhaustion, 
sometimes beneath and sometimes above the surface of the billows, feebly buffeting the waves, with 
the dying hope of being yet enabled of reaching the shore. 

The soul of the truly courageous but tender-hearted veteran, was sensibly touched by the distressing 
picture of human woe that was now again exhibited before him, and he carefully watched every 
movement of the sufferer under the gratifying persuasion that the moment would arrive when he, by 
plunging in the water, should be able to afford him effectual relief. 

The drowning man, however, appeared to have expended the last effort he could command soon after 
Mr Derenzy had discovered him, and, at length, as resignant* to the will of the all-good and all-
powerful spirit of the universe, his eyes were raised on high, and the next moment he sunk as in the icy 
embrace of death. 

The feelings of Mr Derenzy were now wrought up to the highest pitch of agony -"I'll save the poor 
fellow," he exclaimed, "or perish in the attempt," and instantly plunged into the foaming surges, and 
was for some time lost to observation. 

This brave and noble character, however, was at length, grasping firmly part of the habiliments* of the 
object he had sought with one hand, while, with the other, he attempted to make good his return to 
the land. At this critical moment, a heavy fragment of the wreck struck Mr. Derenzy on the temple; the 
blow was forcible, and deprived him of his senses; he could no longer strive to stem the current and 
regain the land; but still held the poor sailor in his grasp, until lost, as it were, in the torpor of death, 
both sank together. 

The enervating horrors of this scene was beheld, by a friend of Mr. Derenzy, a Mr. Pringle, an Officer in 
the same regiment. In an instant Mr. Pringle plunged fearlessly into the tremendous breakers, and 
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seized his friend, but as Mr. Derenzy held the poor sailor in his firm clenched hand, to guide him to the 
shore was impossible.  

                                           *resignant = accepting               *habiliments = clothing 
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20 Answer Challenge 
Student Sheet 

No. Question Answer 
1 Which part of the crew member’s body was injured (cut) in the 

shipwreck?  
2 What caused the injury?  
3 Why was the man lucky?   
4 What time were all the crews saved by?  
5 What place were the wrecks within a short distance of?  
6 Who was the Commanding Officer of the military stationed there?   
7 Which infantry was stationed there?  
8 What position did Mr Derenzy hold in the Infantry?  
9 What did Mr Derenzy discover?  
10 What part of Mr Derenzy’s body was “sensibly touched by the 

distressing picture of human woe that was now again exhibited 
before him”? 

 

11 Where were the drowning man’s eyes raised?  
12 What temperature was the water that embraced the drowning man?  
13 What did Mr Derenzy exclaim?  
14 What two words are used to describe Mr Derenzy?  
15 What happened to Mr Derenzy as he tried to swim back to shore with 

the drowning man?  
16 What effect did this have on Mr Derenzy?  
17 Who was watching the events unfold?  
18 What position did Mr Pringle hold in the 81st Infantry?  
19 How did Mr Pringle react?   
20 What proved impossible for Mr Pringle?  

 
My PLC – Write your mark in the right colour box 

 
Between 0-7 correct 

 What can I do to improve? 

 
Between 8-13 correct 

 What can I do to improve? 

Between 14-20 correct  What can I do to improve? 
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                                            20 Answer Challenge- Teacher Answer Sheet 
 

No. Question Answer 
1 Which part of the crew member’s body was injured (cut) in 

the shipwreck? 
His nose 
 

2 What caused the injury? The sudden fall of some timber 
upon him 

3 Why was the man lucky?  His cut was not malignant or 
dangerous 

4 What time were all the crews saved by? Before ten o'clock in the 
morning 

5 What place were the wrecks within a short distance of? 
 

Blatchington 

6 Who was the Commanding Officer of the military stationed 
there?  

Captain Brown 

7 Which infantry was stationed there? 81st Infantry 
 

8 What position did Mr Derenzy hold in the Infantry? A Lieutenant  
 

9 What did Mr Derenzy discover? A drowning man 
 

10 What part of Mr Derenzy’s body was “sensibly touched by 
the distressing picture of human woe that was now again 
exhibited before him”? 

His soul 

11 Where were the drowning man’s eyes raised? On high 
 

12 What temperature was the water that embraced the 
drowning man? 

Icy 

13 What did Mr Derenzy exclaim? "I'll save the poor fellow…or 
perish in the attempt" 

14 What two words are used to describe Mr Derenzy? Brave and noble 
 

15 What happened to Mr Derenzy as he tried to swim back to 
shore with the drowning man? 

A heavy fragment of the wreck 
struck Mr. Derenzy on the 
temple (head) 

16 What effect did this have on Mr Derenzy? It deprived him of his senses 
 

17 Who was watching the events unfold? Mr Pringle 
 

18 What position did Mr Pringle hold in the 81st Infantry? An Officer 
 

19 How did Mr Pringle react?  He plunged fearlessly into the 
water and seized his friend 

20 What proved impossible for Mr Pringle? 
 

To guide Mr Derenzy back to the 
shore 
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