
Headteacher’s Message 

On Wednesday 8 December, the Prime Minister announced the implementation of Plan B of the                
COVID-19 Response: Autumn and Winter Plan, to reduce pressure on the NHS. Plan B sets out a number 
of additional measures across society to control transmission of COVID-19. 
 
The Government is clear on the critical importance of not disrupting the education of children and young 
people and the Government will prioritise keeping all education and childcare settings open.  
 
Attendance 
 
School attendance remains mandatory and all the usual rules continue to apply. Enabling young people to 
attend school regularly continues to be a national priority. We are continuing to provide face-to-face             
teaching for all students.  
 
Face coverings 
 
Face coverings must be worn by Chenderit students in year 7 and above, staff and visitors in communal 
areas, unless exempt. This is a temporary measure. Students in year 7 and above must also wear a face 
covering when travelling on public transport and should wear it on dedicated transport to and from school. 
 
Face coverings in classrooms are not recommended at the current time, however, students are free to 
wear these if they would like to.  
 
Extra-curricular provision 
 
We are continuing to offer our usual before and after-school activities. 
 
Testing 
 
We strongly encourage all students and staff to continue regular testing (LFD not PCR), and to report their 
results. We ask any parents, carers and other visitors to our school to take a lateral flow device (LFD) test 
before entering our setting. Staff may ask you for evidence of a negative LFT before agreeing to meet with 
you.  
 
Isolation 
 
All individuals who have been identified as a close contact of a suspected or confirmed case of the                  
Omicron variant of COVID-19, irrespective of vaccination status and age, will continue to be required to 
self-isolate and asked to book a PCR test. 
 
The Government plans to introduce Daily Contact Testing as soon as possible as an alternative to                       
self-isolation for contacts of positive Omicron cases who are fully vaccinated or under the age of 18 years 
and 6 months.  
 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/covid-19-response-autumn-and-winter-plan-2021?utm_source=7%20December%202021%20C19&utm_medium=Daily%20Email%20C19&utm_campaign=DfE%20C19
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/covid-19-response-autumn-and-winter-plan-2021?utm_source=7%20December%202021%20C19&utm_medium=Daily%20Email%20C19&utm_campaign=DfE%20C19


January return 
 
We continue to learn more about the impacts of the Omicron variant. To prepare for any possible changes 
in public health advice, we are revisiting our existing outbreak plans to ensure we are well prepared for 
any future changes. 
 
There are exams for vocational and technical qualifications timetabled for January and these exams will 
go ahead. Consequently, it is essential that students continue to prepare for these assessments.  
 
On-site testing for our students’ return in January is being finalised and you will receive further                            
communications about this in due course.  This in-school testing will help reduce transmission after a                   
period of mixing over the holidays.  
 
Despite the fact that many staff and no students will be in school over Christmas, all staff and students 
are encouraged to test over the holidays in line with national guidance. This means that we should test if 
we will be in a high-risk situation that day and before visiting people who are at higher risk of severe                 
illness if they get COVID-19.  
 
It is also recommended that all staff and eligible students take up the offer of a vaccine. 

A message from Head of Learning - Year 8 
 
As we get nearer to the end of the term, I would like to say well done to all 
Year 8 students on continuing to have a positive attitude towards work. This 
week, students have received Bronze, Silver or Gold certificates for their 
positive achievement logs, which they have collected throughout the term. 
 
I wish all Year 8s and their families a restful and wonderful festive break, and 
hope to see Year 8 well rested in January! 
 
Miss Evans 

Year 7 

On Tuesday 7
th
 December, you received your child’s first interim report and I hope you 

have been able to discuss with them their progress and celebrate their achievements. As 

a tutor team, we are incredibly proud of the students and will be celebrating this in our 

assembly next week where a number of certificates will be awarded including certificates 

that relate to these recent reports. In total there will be 159 certificates given out to                    

students to reward them on their recent report. 

Gold Certificate = All Good/Outstanding comment 

Silver Certificates = Only 1-2 Requires Improvement comments 

Bronze Certificates = 3-4  Requires Improvement comments 

It is fantastic to be able to award so many certificates and those 99 students who will be 

receiving a Gold certificate should be incredibly proud of their achievements. I am                     

extremely proud of their drive and ability to attend every lesson, organised, focused and 

determined to be the best they can be.  



A message from the Chair of Governors, Ms Sophie Wilson. 
 
 
We are currently seeking new governors and would be keen to meet you if you feel you 
would like to join our Governing Body. 
 
Our school’s Governing Body is made up of parents, staff and community members; 
people from all walks of life, with a range of different backgrounds, skills and                                
experiences. We are all volunteers who work together for the benefit of Chenderit 
School.  
 
As part of our succession planning, we are currently looking for new Governors and 
would be delighted to hear from anyone who has: 
  
 an interest in the performance of our school  

 an open and enquiring mind  

 the ability to look at issues objectively  

 the confidence to ask questions and join in debate  

 a willingness to listen and make informed judgements  

 the ability to work well with others  

 time to spare  
 
What is the Governing Body’s Role?  
 
The Governing Body of our school has three key functions:  
 To maintain our clarity of vision, ethos and strategic direction  

 To oversee the financial performance of the school and make sure our money is 
well spent  

 To engage with the Leadership Team on the educational performance of the school 
and its students  

 
What can we offer?  
 
 A chance to develop skills in strategic leadership and management  

 The ability to engage with students, staff, parents and the school community  

 The opportunity to address a range of education issues within the school (e.g.                    
disadvantaged pupil performance, staff workload and teacher recruitment)  

 The opportunity to approve budgets and decide how money is best spent  

 The chance to sit on panels and make decisions about a range of matters including 
student exclusions and staff employment matters  

 
As well as preparing for and attending meetings, governors are also asked to look at 
specific areas of the school’s work in more detail. To help support governors, everyone 
has access to further training to help build on existing skills or to develop new ones. 
 
Being a school governor is a challenging but hugely rewarding role. If you would like the 
opportunity to make a real difference to the young people of Chenderit School, give 
something back to your local community and use and develop your skills in a board-level 
environment, please contact Mrs Jo Davies jdavies@chenderit.net (01295 711567 ext 
216) in the first instance. 
 



Chenderit Sixth Form  

Sixth Form Weekly Bulletin 
Week Beginning: 6th December 2021 

Weekly Message 

Dear Parents and Carers, 

The final week of term is rapidly approaching and our 

Sixth Form Ambassador Team have been working                

incredibly hard to organise different events (please see 

opposite for more information on this) to raise        

awareness and donations for three amazing charities:  

Macmillan, Banbury Young Homeless Project and 

Lend with Care.  The team have also been busy                  

working with staff members to film different sketches 

for the Christmas Extravaganza show (again, more on 

this opposite) and some interesting costumes and                             

parodies have been witnessed… watch this space! 

In a time where the national focus has very much been 

on the ongoing pandemic and new restrictions, it is 

events such as Charities Week and the acts of                     

kindness that they result in that remind us all to look 

beyond our differences and the divisions that can 

sometimes arise, and remind ourselves of our                      

commonalities. The care, support and commitment to 

community shown by our Sixth Formers and the entire 

school community is a perfect example of this and is 

the epitome of what we all should be aiming for –                 

being nice to one another. I look forward to updating 

you all with the events of Charities Week next week.  

Sixth Form Christmas Extravaganza 

 

On the last day of the Autumn Term each year, the Sixth 

Form students always organise a Christmas show called 

the ‘Extravaganza’. This is always a fantastic event that 

all students across the school enjoy that includes                     

musical acts, sketches and pre-recorded elements which 

then culminates in a Christmas sing-along ready for the 

Christmas break. The challenges posed by COVID-19 

mean that the Sixth Formers have had to be innovative 

this year as we are not having entire year groups sharing 

the hall in the manner that we normally would.                        

Therefore, the Extravaganza is going virtual again this 

year! Next Friday, all students will watch the show in 

their tutor groups during P5 in order to celebrate the 

achievements of the past term and look forward to next 

year. We hope all students enjoy it and that it ends the 

term on a high note. 

Tutor Time Overview: 

The key theme for this week is ‘Tolerance’, and students 

in both Year 12 and Year 13 tutor groups will be focusing 

on study skills, particularly what effective revision 

strategies look like. This will ensure that they are fully 

prepared for their PPEs. Please do see the revision hints 

and tips below to support your child over the next week 

and the Christmas break. Well done to our Year 13s for 

their hard work this week too – we are proud of you all! 

Charities Week Events Timetable: 

COVID restrictions mean that we are not able to                

provide the wide range of events that we normally 

would during Charities Week, but we are still                

determined to have fun activities that will be taking 

place throughout the week to support the charities 

above: 

 Hot chocolate and cakes during break and lunch 

 How many sweets in the jar 

 Tombolo 

 Year 7 biscuit decorating on Thursday 

lunchtime 

 Candy cane delivery service 

 Christmas jumper day 

 Donations for Brackley Food Bank 

We hope all year groups are able to get involved with 

these events and that they enjoy the week! 

Revision hints and tips for Year 12 and 13 PPEs: 

 Completing more practice questions and take time 

to understand the feedback 

 Understanding where they lose marks and what 

easy fixes can be made 

 Not focusing on “competition” or on how others 

are performing 

 Using exemplar material – how can they gain the 

marks? Examiners’ reports are a useful source of 

information for this 

 Avoiding stress and negativity 

 Completing smaller chunks of revision – complete 

30 minute sessions throughout the day rather than 

hours at a time 

 Condensing knowledge down – use flashcards and 

mind maps 

 Putting phones away when revising! 





News from the Art Department 

Year Seven Sketchbooks 

Students in Year Seven are really impressing us this year, and their sketchbooks are already reflecting the 

care, effort, determination and energy that we expect. We have been particularly impressed with lots of 

students’ research into the work of other artists, and it has been great to read all the personal insights 

and opinions that students have shared with us. Sketchbooks stay with students throughout Years Seven 

and Eight and as such evidence the huge amount of progress that students can make over that time. Like 

anything in life though, we know that the more effort that students put in, the greater the reward can 

be. We hope that as this academic year continues, students carry on investing time in their work,                    

because we know that the more that they do this, the better their skills and understanding will become. 

We don’t want everyone just to complete the work set for the sake of getting it done, but want everyone 

to be proud of the work that they produce, and to keep on trying even when it is hard to do so. Learning 

of that direct link between effort and reward is so important, and it looks like the Year Seven students 

this year are absolutely nailing that! 

The Heseltine Gallery 

Time is running out if you haven’t yet visited this year’s Open Exhibition. This fabulous collection of work 

by local artists will close on Thursday 16/12/21. The exhibition contains a wide variety of work in all sorts 

of media: there is definitely something for everyone! If you are feeling particularly arty, why not consider 

choosing a piece of original artwork for that loved one who you just can’t think of a perfect present for. 

In a world plagued by over-consumption and consumerism, original artwork could be just the most 

thoughtful gift anyone could hope to receive, plus you would be supporting your local arts community. 

Maybe this is your chance to make someone’s Christmas that tiny bit more magical.  

Year Eight Artists: Don’t forget! 

This week, students in Year eight will be completing and submitting an extended piece of independent 

work that should reflect all that they have learned this term. Their homework has been to create an                    

observational drawing in a media of their choice of either a flower or a piece of fruit, using the approach 

that Georgia O’Keeffe used so successfully in her paintings. This piece of work is a real highlight of our 

calendar, and an opportunity for students to really go “above and beyond”. These examples from                          

previous Year Eight students show what a high bar exists. Year Eight students: we hope that you can                      

create something to this same standard, and that (whatever you submit) you will be proud of what you 

have achieved. Good luck!   

 



Year Eleven 

Although all of us will be looking forward to some well-earned rest over the Christmas break, it is                    

important to recognise that for some students those two weeks represent a really good chance to catch 

up with any work that has been missed over the last few months. If you are the parent of a Year Eleven 

art student and you are reading this, please check in with your child to see what artwork needs to be 

completed. Following our practical art PPE in November, all students have a list of any assignments that 

are still outstanding. This is the time to get this work sorted. When we come back to school in January, it 

would be great if absolutely everyone is up to date and ready for that final push before all the                       

coursework is assessed. This is the time for action, not excuses! 

After School Activities 

Of all the disruption that we dealt with last year, one of the saddest aspects of our Covid risk assessment 

was the cancellation of extra-curricular activity. This year though, we have been back with a vengeance, 

and it has been great to see such a large amount of Key Stage Three students regularly attending our 

after school art club. If you have joined us on a Wednesday afternoon since September: thank you. Your 

enthusiasm and energy has been lovely to witness and has reminded us all of the positive impact art can 

have on our lives. If you’re someone who hasn’t yet got round to taking part, there’s still an opportunity 

to do so. Come along and join in. Meanwhile, a reminder to all Key Stage Four Students: you are                      

welcome to work with us any afternoon after school (except Mondays) to spend time working on your 

coursework. Many thanks to all those students who have already taken up this opportunity: it has                        

certainly made a difference to many students’ attainment. The more time, effort and energy you put in 

to your work, the greater your reward will be.  

Finally: A Christmas Wish 

“At Christmas time, there’s no need to be afraid. At Christmas time, we let in light and we learn to 

shade” (At least, I think those are the lyrics.) We know that art can be hard and at times frustrating, but 

we also know just how proud students can be of the work that they have created. Rightly so. Art can be 

amazing and magical and awe-inspiring. Students: if you get a chance over the Christmas break to be 

creative in any way, then take that chance. Remember that the more you practise your art skills, the 

better an artist you will become. Art can bring the world together and can help each of us through when 

life is hard. Take those photos. Draw. Paint. Be creative. This is time well spent, and will always be                      

beneficial to you. Parents: there’s nothing stopping you getting involved in this too! A massive thanks to 

all those students who have worked so hard since the school year began in September, and to all those 

students who have supported them in doing so. Thank you too to Miss Cramb and Mr Lloyd-Jones for 

being such excellent teachers and role models. We have a really strong Art         

Department here at Chenderit, and everyone who is a part of that should be 

really proud of the part they play. Let us remember how magical art can be, 

and what a difference it can make to our lives. Happy Christmas. 

“You must aim high, not in what you are going to do at some                

future date, but in what you are going to make yourself do today” 

-Edgar Degas 

 



 



 



 

 

 

 

 

The year 10s have all successfully completed the evidence trace and had drawn their own conclusions. 

The science department would like to congratulate all of year 10 on their excellent behaviour throughout the entire day and a 

special mention for 10C on their reports well done.  

Flame test on the soil in progress                                                            Chromatography results for analysis  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Fibre analysis                                                                                                          Reports produced from the evidences collected 

 

 

A massive well done to all involved! 



 



 



 



 



 



 




