
 

Head Teacher’s Message 

 

This year, we have enjoyed celebrating our 40th anniversary.  We began the year by taking this 

whole school photograph and by creating a Book of Memories, 1979-2020. This publication looked 

back on Chenderit’s first forty years, and is a compilation of memorabilia, photographs, anecdotes 

and memories from some of the staff that have been significant in Chenderit’s history. It also           

includes contributions from alumni, staff, governors, and The Rt Hon The Lord Heseltine CH. This 

work demonstrates the importance of community to our school ethos and reflects how the school 

has always been both ambitious and caring. Through these contributions we are able to understand 

how Chenderit has come to be the school it is today and I invite you to have a look at the electronic       

versions of this publication on our website: http://www.chenderit.northants.sch.uk/assets/documents/

Newsletters/Book-of-Memories-1979-2020.pdf  

 

This term, we decided we wanted to capture the thoughts of some of the staff and students who 

have been at Chenderit in its fortieth year. We invited current staff and those who had been selected 

as award winners as part of this year’s celebration of achievement event to contribute their own 

thoughts and feelings about our school to our Book of Memories 2019-2020. We have added this 

most recent publication to our school’s archive as a celebration of our diverse and happy community 

and you can view it at: http://www.chenderit.northants.sch.uk/assets/documents/Newsletters/Book-of

-Memories-2019-2020.pdf  

Copies of the two books have also been added to our time capsule, for future Chenderit students to 

understand something about the school’s first forty years. 

http://www.chenderit.northants.sch.uk/assets/documents/Newsletters/Book-of-Memories-1979-2020.pdf
http://www.chenderit.northants.sch.uk/assets/documents/Newsletters/Book-of-Memories-1979-2020.pdf
http://www.chenderit.northants.sch.uk/assets/documents/Newsletters/Book-of-Memories-2019-2020.pdf
http://www.chenderit.northants.sch.uk/assets/documents/Newsletters/Book-of-Memories-2019-2020.pdf


 

Chenderit School Time Capsule burial press release 

 

To mark Chenderit School’s 40th year a time capsule was buried on-site on Wednesday 8th July, leaving 
a gift for future generations to unearth, to be opened 40 years on. 

The capsule, which is to be opened in 40 years, has been filled by students and staff and is packed with 
newsletters, photographs of the school, letters, students’ work, a canteen menu, uniform and a copy of 
the original school values. The hope is that it will provide future generations with the opportunity to see 
what student life is like today. A Covid -19 timeline has been included too, recording how different our 40th 
year has been.  

The burial of the time capsule was attended by current students, long standing members of staff and the 
current leadership team, who gathered in the school’s memorial garden, to bury the capsule laden with 
memorabilia of the school’s rich 40 years’ history. 

Mrs Cartwright told us: “It has been wonderful to see those students who have been in school for the past 
few months inspired by the concept of us burying a time capsule and to hear them decide what we should 
include for future generations.  In September 2059, 80 years after the school’s opening, I hope this         
historic cache of information and artefacts will tell the story of the successful school that Chenderit was 
over the first 40 years of its history.” 

Mark Woodcock, Assistant Headteacher said: “To have been involved with and contributed towards some 
of the past 40 years at Chenderit has been an absolute pleasure and honour. I hope that the contents of 
the time capsule will give an insight into life at Chenderit over the last 40 years and record some of the 
highlights and changes as they took place as our school developed. We all wonder what Chenderit will be 
like in September 2059 – let’s hope the staff and students then are able to record the next 40 years as we 
have done with the past 40 years” 
 
Mr Marchington, a science teacher retiring in July 2020 after teaching at Chenderit since January 1986, 
said: “When we started 40 years ago our main teaching aid was the dusty chalkboard and much of our 
reproduction was carbon copy paper or methylated spirit smelling Bandas - as it happened in pur-
ple!  Very rapidly we progressed from overhead projector to white board to laptop projection and now 
online      teaching and google meets.  Who knows what a school will look like in 40 years’ time?  But 
above all a school is not its teaching resources it is the people in it and they can never be replaced.” 
 
Sixth form ambassadors Harriet Sleem and Charlie Willis were in attendance and helped to bury the     
capsule. Charlie paid homage to Mr Marchington: “It’s fantastic to see Mr Marchington reflect on school 
life as her starts his retirement.” And Harriet said “It was very nice to be involved in Chenderit history.”  
Maisy Connelly, at the beginning of her Chenderit journey as a year 7 student said: “I’m pleased to have 
taken part and to think about the school in the future.”  

Oliver Robertson, a year 9 student was “delighted to be remembering Chenderit’s history.” 

Many of the school’s anniversary celebrations over the last nine months have been about looking back at 
the impressive history of the school. 

This event, however, focused on the new generation of students who will lead the school into its next forty 
years – a time that promises to be very exciting, with the school’s new maths teaching block opening in 
September 2020 and an ever-increasing range of opportunities for students.  

 

 

 



 

A snapshot of the time capsule contents 

 



 



 

NOTICE FOR YEAR 7S: 

Mr Fitton will be hosting a live stream for the current Year 7s on the 13th July 2020 

at 8.45am. 

This will be done through your Google account using the following link: 

 

https://stream.meet.google.com/stream/c82d57d4-7178-47ce-aaf0-7482946571a6 
 
 
Please do join us as there will be lots of information provided about moving up to 
Year 8. 

I have always loved poetry, although at times I haven't always understood it.  At school I 
would struggle with feeling like a failure because I didn't think I was as good as some of the 
others in my class. When I read the   following poem (which was written by a student who 
was only 10), I         realised that sometimes it is the way we approach things that makes 
the difference in how our lives develop. 

 

I am stupid 

Nobody would ever say 

I have a talent for words 

 

I was meant to be great 

That is wrong 

I AM A FAILURE 

 

Nobody could ever convince me to think that 

I can make it in Life 

 

Now read the poem from the last line to the first.......................Makes a difference right??? 

 

Have a great week, never give up, we can do this. 

Mrs Coleman— SENDCO 

Prime Minister Boris Johnson to address all school leavers 

 

On Friday 10 July at 10am, the Prime Minister will be giving an address to all 
school leavers which will be broadcast on Facebook and YouTube.  

Students in years 11 and 13 should consider tuning in!  

A recording of the address will be available to view on both platforms.  

https://stream.meet.google.com/stream/c82d57d4-7178-47ce-aaf0-7482946571a6
https://www.facebook.com/borisjohnson?utm_source=9%20July%202020%20C19&utm_medium=Daily%20Email%20C19&utm_campaign=DfE%20C19
https://www.youtube.com/user/Number10gov?utm_source=9%20July%202020%20C19&utm_medium=Daily%20Email%20C19&utm_campaign=DfE%20C19


 

Reward Time 

A number of students have been in school every week and have worked diligently every day. As a 

small thank you, some students are participating in some alternative activities including making some 

sweet treats to take home – fool proof recipe for lemon and blueberry muffins on the next page! 

                                 

   Poppy W Year 10           Harry M Year 8 

 

      

Oliver R year 9                                                                             Tallulah R Year 7 



 Lemon and Blueberry muffins 

100g self-raising flour 

2.5g bicarbonate of soda 

40g caster sugar 

50g blueberries (fresh or frozen – raspberries work well too) 

1 lemon, zest finely grated 

1 egg  

75ml low-fat natural yoghurt 

15ml milk 

25ml sunflower oil 

 

For the lemon icing 

50g icing sugar 

10ml fresh lemon juice 

Yellow food colouring (optional) 

 

Method 

Preheat the oven to 180C. Line a 6-hole deep muffin tin with some non-stick paper     
cases or folded squares of baking parchment. 
 
Sift the flour and bicarbonate of soda into a large bowl and stir in the sugar, blueberries 
and lemon zest. Make a well in the centre.  

 
In a separate bowl, beat the eggs with a fork until smooth, then beat in the yoghurt, 
milk and oil until well combined. Stir into the flour mixture with a large metal spoon   
until very lightly mixed. 
 
Working quickly, divide the batter between the paper cases. Bake in the centre of the 
oven for 15–18 minutes or until the cupcakes are well risen and golden brown. Transfer 
them to a wire rack and leave to cool. 
 
To make the lemon icing, mix the icing sugar and lemon juice in a small bowl until 
smooth and coats the back of a spoon – don’t make it too runny. Using a spoon, drizzle 
the icing over the cupcakes and leave to set for at least 30 minutes before serving. 

      

http://www.bbc.co.uk/food/self-raising_flour
http://www.bbc.co.uk/food/bicarbonate_of_soda
http://www.bbc.co.uk/food/caster_sugar
http://www.bbc.co.uk/food/blueberry
http://www.bbc.co.uk/food/lemon
http://www.bbc.co.uk/food/yoghurt
http://www.bbc.co.uk/food/milk
http://www.bbc.co.uk/food/sunflower_oil
http://www.bbc.co.uk/food/icing_sugar
http://www.bbc.co.uk/food/lemon_juice


  

STUDENT SURVEY 

 

Final reminder to complete 
the student survey by Friday 
10th July at 3:30pm. Log in 
to Show My Homework to 
access the task and           
follow the link to complete 
the survey. Thank you to all 
those who have completed 
this already - your feedback 
is greatly valued. 

 

Miss Sackman 
 

Roseanna H Y7 practising her circus skills English – Jessica Morgan Y9 

 



Summer reading assignments 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Last week we launched the first summer reading challenge. The two remaining summer reading 

assignments launch today!  

This information can be found on the literacy tab which can be found under the ‘Students’ tab on 

our school homepage (see image above)  

Reading challenge 2 

There are six extracts from the 19
th
, 20

th
 and 21

st
 centuries within this booklet (one for each week 

of the summer holidays). Read them with someone at home and answer the questions that       
follow. The answers are included. Alternatively, you can complete these using the google forms 
via the show my homework link (from 17

th
 July 2020).  

 
Why should I read? 
 

     Reading for pleasure is more important for children's cognitive development than their      

parents' level of education and is a more powerful factor in life achievement than          

socio-economic background.  

     16-year-olds who choose to read books for pleasure outside of school are more likely to    

secure managerial or professional jobs in later life. 

 

 

 

 

______________________________________________________________________ 
 
 

Sullivan and Brown (2013) Social inequalities in cognitive scores at age 16: The role of reading 
 
Taylor (2011) Reading at 16 linked to better job prospects  

http://discovery.ucl.ac.uk/1473708/
https://www.sciencedaily.com/releases/2011/05/110504150539.htm


 Children who read books often at age 10 and more than once a week at age 16 gain higher 

results in maths, vocabulary and spelling tests at age 16 than those who read less regularly. 

 

 Studies have shown that those who read for pleasure have higher levels of self-esteem and 

a greater ability to cope with difficult situations. Reading for pleasure was also associated 

with better sleeping patterns. 

 

 Adults who read for just 30 minutes a week are 20% more likely to report greater life         

satisfaction. 
 
How can I be an active reader?  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
_____________________________________________________________________________ 
 
OECD (2010) PISA 2009 Results: Learning to Learn: Student Engagement, Strategies and Practices       
p.32-4 
Billington, J, (2015) Reading between the Lines: the Benefits of Reading for Pleasure Quick Reads,      
University of Liverpool 
Billington, J, (2015) Reading between the Lines: the Benefits of Reading for Pleasure Quick Reads,       
University of Liverpool p. 7  

http://www.oecd.org/pisa/pisaproducts/48852630.pdf
http://manuscritdepot.com/documentspdf/Galaxy-Quick-Reads-Report-FINAL%20.pdf
http://manuscritdepot.com/documentspdf/Galaxy-Quick-Reads-Report-FINAL%20.pdf


 

 

Reading Challenge 3 

This challenge is aimed at KS4-5 students due to the challenging texts listed. 

 

 

 

 

 

The texts above are engaging and challenging. We have collated an extract from each text in the 

booklet on the school website. You can ‘dip your toe’ into the text- does it grab you? If not, try  

another one. Enjoy! 

Towards the end of the booklet we have listed where you can find an online edition of the          

text- often for free! All of the links were working at the beginning of July.   

Happy reading.  

Coming of age 

  
Atonement – Ian McEwan 

As I Lay Dying – William Faulkner 

On the Road – Jack Kerouac 

  

Dystopian Vision 

  
The Road – Cormac McCarthy 

The Handmaid’s Tale – Margaret Atwood 

Race and identity 

  
White Teeth – Zadie Smith 

To Kill A Mockingbird – Harper Lee 

Kite Runner – Khaled Hosseini 

Violence 

  
In Cold Blood – Truman Capote 

  

Presentation of Women 

  
Rebecca – Daphne Du Maurier 

Beloved – Toni Morrison 

The Bell Jar – Sylvia Plath 

Masculinity 

  
Catcher in the Rye – JD Salinger 

Lord of the Flies – William Golding 

The Road – Cormac McCarthy 

  

Gothic and the ‘other’ 
  
Dracula – Bram Stoker 

Picture of Dorian Gray – Oscar Wilde 

Wuthering Heights – Emily Bronte 

  

Narrative voices 

  
The Great Gatsby – F Scott Fitzgerald 

Slaughterhouse Five – Kurt Vonnegut 

12 Years A Slave – Solomon Northup 

Satire 

  
Catch 22 – Joseph Heller 

Nineteen Eighty-Four – George Orwell 
  

Alienation 

  
Brave New World – Aldous Huxley 

Never Let Me Go – Kazuo Ishiguro  

Do Androids Dream of Electric Sheep? – Philip K. 
Dick 

  



Welcome to the family…… 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Finn (named after a Star Wars 

Character) has joined Chloe E’s 

family (Y8) 

Chloe S Y9 has a new puppy too….. 

Mrs Coleman was so happy to finally go and 
see her cousin’s new kittens!! They were   
super CUTE!!!  

The gorgeous Iffie has joined 

the family of Eve Y Y9 

Mrs Rose’s new addition—  

Maximus Decimus Meridius of Noblerose…….. 

AKA Max! 



LANGUAGE LOCKDOWN SUPERSTARS 2019/20 

We have decided to give the students below a special superstar status for this past 

year. 

There are so many amazing students we are lucky enough to teach… 

 they embrace learning about different cultures and languages 

 they are curious about why words change across the world 

 they are interested in the little differences that make us all unique, regardless of which country we 

come from 

 they are fantastic at sharing their experiences of life beyond Middleton Cheney  

Well done Language learners! 

BRAVO! GUT GEMACHT! MUY BIEN! 

 

Year 7 
French: 

Maddy Brown 
Tom Norton 
Kinza Hussain 
Lauren Boyd 
Maggie Bullock 
Ibrahim Adil 
Zachary Hazell 
Will Bouvier 
Luca Rees 
Max Garnett 
Josh Gisevicius 
Zach Rimmer 
Noah Tuzzio 
Josh Steer 
Becky Spencer 
Rebecca Russell 
Sean Reynolds 
Finn Reynolds 
Ed Currier 
  
  

Year 8 
French/
German: 

Neave Hayn 
Alfie Smith 
Lola Rodhouse 
Yvonne Ashkar 
Gracie Pitrolino   
Maggie Gosling 
Kieran Wells 
Eleanor Handley 
Ollie Jackson 
Amelie North 
Millie Smith 
Molly Davis 
Mason Pitch 
Ruby Milson 
Ava Arrand 
Myron Barnett 
Nina Alkayali 
Eva Antunovic        
Tayla Mills 
  

Year 9 French/
German: 

Mimi Guiness 
Isabella Hetherington 
Katya Marie 
Aidan Walker 
Georgie Williams 
Jasmine Watts       
Eddie King 
Eve Young 
Mayah Mohammed 
Josh Fisher 
Jake O’Donnell 
Milan Paszti 
Aaron Singh 
Jack Steer 
Hannah Styles 

Year 10 French: 

Phoebe Pope 
Lottie Reid 
Ella Southcott 
Chloe May Marshall 
Tabitha Ash 
Charlotte Carvosso 
Charlotte Woodcock 
Maddie Speed 
  

Year 10 
Spanish 

Emily Coleman 
Molly Dunn 
Grace Ansell 
Alina Watts 
Freya Bowles 

KS5 French 
& German 

Trudie        
Mallace            
Jodie Ewers 
Derek         
Boye-Okit             
Michael Vere 
  
Athina Basio 
Megan     
Oberholzer 
Abi Roskilly 
Holly      
Thompson 
  

Jasmine Watts in Miss Evans' year 9 
French has done brilliant work revising 
key vocabulary by posting it up in her 
room. This means Jasmine gets to 
see these words frequently and revise 
them as much as possible! 



 

D of E 

 

Volunteering makes up an important part of the Duke of Edinburgh’s Award.  Students at bronze 
level have to undertake a total of twelve hours of volunteering.  For the silver award this is         
increased to twenty four hours of volunteering.  Gold participants have to volunteer at least fifty 
two hours of their time.  The placements have to run over a three, six and twelve month period 
respectively.  Participants have to undertake at least one hour of volunteering activity per week; 
many do much, much more.  Participants have to volunteer for not-for-profit organisations,         
usually these are in the local area.   

  

The volunteering part of the award, is in my view, the most important.  Participants gain a huge 
amount from working with adults and helping others.  As well as developing their soft skills, the 
volunteering placements allow participants to gain an understanding of their role in their local 
community. 

  

It gave me an enormous sense of pride when we received this certificate from the Duke of         
Edinburgh’s Award Scheme this morning.  Chenderit Students have volunteered 2002 hours of 
their time between 1

st
 April 2019 and the 31

st
 March 2020.  The reality is, that these 2002 hours 

are probably the tip of the iceberg.  Congratulations to all of those who completed the                
volunteering sections of their DofE awards in the past year.  A good school should be at the heart 
of its community, I really think that this demonstrates that Chenderit School is both of those 
things. 

  

Mr Gowers. 

Year 9 English Work Exemplar for Insomnia Week 

 

Fear 

We are here, in the present tense, 

Where this virus causes suspense, 

Its very presence causes fear,  

However, some close an ear. 

They disobey the many rules,  

Those people there, are stupid fools, 

The actions of people make others proceed, 

Follow their footsteps full of greed, 

Fools always think they’re right, 

But out for too long, makes the virus bite. 

You can go on out, grab a beer, 

But if you're out with others, your family will fear. 

By George Wilson Y9 



 



Lockdown fails to shut down University of Northampton        

students' Shakespeare Shows 

  

The Covid-19 pandemic meant second year students on the acting 

course at the University of Northampton were forced to cancel their        

summer open-air Shakespeare productions of As You Like It and Much Ado About Nothing. But 

they vowed the show must go on, spent six weeks rehearsing via video conference apps and 

have now released a pair of 90-minute Shakespeare In Lockdown films. Thirty four students took 

part in the films, and were based far and wide, from Wolverhampton to Wales, Liverpool to     

Scotland, and Sheffield to student accommodation in Northampton.  

 

Chenderit School students can watch the performances free of charge: 

 

‘As you like it’- certificate PG 

‘Much ado about nothing’ certificate 15 

 

The videos can be streamed from this link:  

 

https://www.northampton.ac.uk/news/students-salvage-shakespeare-shows-after-pandemic-

wrecks-their-performance-plans/ 

 

https://www.northampton.ac.uk/news/students-salvage-shakespeare-shows-after-pandemic-wrecks-their-performance-plans/
https://www.northampton.ac.uk/news/students-salvage-shakespeare-shows-after-pandemic-wrecks-their-performance-plans/


A-level Live Theatre Evaluation of ‘Wise Children’  

Live recording from York Royal Theatre, as part of the Theatre in       

Quarantine series:  

 

Statement to debate: ‘Actors are nothing without Designers’ 

Having seen the live recording of Wise Children, I would argue that Emma Rice aimed to create a         

production that utilised both actors and design elements to cohere the performance together. This was 

evident by the use of puppetry, where the actors brought the props to life, making them appear realistic to 

the extent where the audience believed the props to be actors, in their own right. Within the recent trend 

of competitive extravagant designs within productions, the decision to use few technological design        

elements throughout the play; including projection and dramatic lighting, may be seen as a daring move. I 

believe, this argues against the statement as this conscious decision to use more minimalistic/raw design 

features allowed more focus to be on the actors as we watched the narrated story unravel. 

 

The protagonists, Nora and Dora, are presented by various actors and puppets throughout the              

performance, to demonstrate their coming of age. Costume designer, Vicky Mortimer, took careful        

consideration with the possible complexities involved with the mass turnover of actors playing the same 

role and took a bold approach by branding the girls throughout with a capital red ‘N’ and ‘D’. From the   

audience members perspective, this simplistic costume embroidery design was essential, as the actors 

had been blind casted therefore varying genders played the same roles as well as various ethnicities, with 

age/height being the only natural reference. This unique approach was effective for showing the girls    

development, as the audience was able to form a clear understanding of the passing of time and its 

‘knock on’ effects on the girls. The branding also has connotations to the book, ‘The Scarlet Letter’ where 

a woman is shunned by her community for committing adultery and forced to wear a red ‘A’ on her chest. 

To me, this similarity helped emphasise Nora and Dora’s sexual misfortune throughout, with rape and 

miscarriages, and with the branding of their initials, acted almost as a way of wearing their past and future 

showing how they are strong independent women but will always have each other. This allowed me to 

reflect upon these themes throughout which would clearly indicate that this production utilised the power 

of costume design as a motif to provide clarity to the running’s of the performance, something the actors 

alone couldn’t have done without. 

 

It could be argued however, that some of the design features required the actors, to be made of any       

importance. One example of this is where Nora and Dora were transported to Brighton beach by the     

simplistic pouring of a sand strip across the front of the stage. Although this proved to be effective for 

demonstrating a beach setting in a fast yet controlled manor, I believe that it needed the introduction from 

present-day Dora of ‘are we at Brighton already’, in order to have importance and clarity to the play. The 

sand allowed for their story telling to be more playful and by using it as a clear transition of time and place 

allowed for the audience to be more objective to the actions. I would argue that the sand, although being 

an effective intermission while marking the moment, was mainly beneficial when the actors began to 

acknowledge its presence (‘the years are slipping through our fingers like sand’ – while mimicking a 

matching action on stage) and played with it. To me this made the ‘beach’ come to life, and therefore 

without the actor’s response  to its presence, the sand would have offered a much more isolated effect on 

the audience as rather than a beach, it could have represented a divide between the audience and the 

action on stage which mimics the girls discovery of their independence. Therefore, in order to present the 

desired light-hearted impact to the scene, this design element needed the actors to truly being it to life 

and ‘work’ as a whole.  



 

The performance’s design elements of lighting were needed to help with the complexity of the storyline 

and to bring to light the emotions of the characters. It was common within Wise Children, that a cold blue 

tinge to the profile spots were used to bring more of a solemn appearance to particular scenes and straw 

wash of light created by Fresnel spots, related to being at the theatre and happier moments in their lives. 

Furthermore, the lighting helped to transform the stage between scenes and highlighting key moments. 

Due to the set being deconstructed with no walls, it was vital that lighting was to be used to change the 

performance space, something typically used within other productions by Wise Children inspired by 

Brechtian theatre. For me this was most beneficial to the ‘death of grandma’ scene, where there was a 

flood of light to signify the explosion, followed by the single follow spot of a rolling drinks bottle (which was 

associated to her). Although there was no dialogue and very little acting, I believe that the flash of light 

followed by the near darkness allowed of the audience’s senses to be confused, similar to the expected 

feeling of loss, but also helped them feel the shock and solitude to the girls emotions, allowing a deeper 

connection and understanding to be formed. I believe that this would not have been as effective if it was 

heavily acted out like the rest of the performance, as the silence from the characters and chaos then     

stillness from the lights allowed all focus to be on the loss, which meant that the audience were able to 

relate to the emotions on stage, as they used their experience of loss and related it to the twins, creating 

a sense of remorse. 

 

Although I found this simplistic design technique more impactful than the any acting’s from the characters 

themselves when creating an emotive response, I also believe that at times, by ‘stripping back’ the design 

elements and having the actors perform the special effects remotely, allowed comedy to be induced     

within the piece. This is evident towards the beginning of the play, when Nora and Dora are given an     

invitation to the birthday of Melchior Hazzard. The messenger mimics the impact of a brutal windstorm as 

he shakes his tie, nocks the invitation into his head, and walks at a slanted angle with careful heavy 

steps. Despite this same effect being potentially achieved with an introduction of a strong fan as a set   

design addition, the messengers look of disapproval to the audience after highlighted the comedy to it all. 

By breaking the fourth wall, the audience was invited to laugh and become detached from the               

performance. I found that it was not the choreography of his walk that was comedic, but the break out of 

character to the audience, which was what made the sequence. This Brechtian acting style was effective 

at moving the audience to think about the over-dramatic version of on-stage life, which is a key theme 

throughout the twin’s lives. I believe this contradicts the statement and highlights that the actor did not 

need design elements to strike a reaction from the audience. 

 

Overall, I disagree with the statement. It is clear that within ‘Wise Children’ those actors and designers are 

co-dependent with one and other in order for their desired effects to work.  However, at times it is evident 

that extravagant design ideas are sometimes beneficial to the performance and having the impact of     

alienating the audience, giving them chance to reflect on what they have witnessed or perhaps break 

away from the story to consider their own views and emotions of the matters.  

 

Lorna Robinson – Year 12 A-level Drama and Theatre 

____________________________________________________________________________________ 

BURSARY PERFORMANCE OPPORTUNITY 

Summer Holiday workshops 

https://www.cherwelltheatrecompany.co.uk/get-involved  

 

Please note: Bursary places are free 

https://www.cherwelltheatrecompany.co.uk/get-involved


SCIENCE 

Invisible Extinguisher 

 

Materials: 
 

 Tall Drinking glass or 16 oz plastic cup 

 Short Drinking glass or 9 oz plastic cup 

 Tea Light 

 Matches or Lighter 

Instructions: 
 
1. Place tea lights in the short drinking glass 
2. Using a long match or safety lighter, light the tea lights while leaving them in the glass 
3. In the tall glass, pour 1/2 cup vinegar 
4. Slowly sprinkle 1/2 tsp of baking soda into the tall glass containing the vinegar. You 
can dump it all in at once, but be ready for a big eruption! 
5. Let the reaction slow down until the foam has disappeared. 
6. Slowly tilt the tall glass on it’s side over the tea light as if you were pouring the air over 
it. 
7. If the flame doesn’t go out on your first try, pour another scoop of baking soda into the 
vinegar and repeat steps 5 & 6 

How It Works: 
 

The baking soda/vinegar reaction results in a gas called Carbon Dioxide (CO2). CO2 is 
more dense than normal air, which means that it will sink! Because CO2 sinks, it stays in 
the cup instead of floating away like a normal mix of air would. This means you have a 
cup full of CO2! 

The candle burns thanks to a combustion reaction that requires Oxygen (O2), something 
we find in abundance in the air around us. When you pour your cup of CO2 into the cup 
containing the candle, the CO2 sinks to the bottom of the cup and surrounds the candle. 
This displaces (or pushes up) all the normally mixed air, along with all that O2 the fire 
needs to burn. And Voilà! Your candle is extinguished invisibly! 



Mental health and wellbeing support available for children and young      
people in England 

 
Children and young people may be experiencing a variety of feelings in       
response to the COVID-19 outbreak such as anxiety, stress or low mood. It is 
important to understand that these are normal responses to an abnormal      
situation. This document provides information for parents and carers and    
children and young people themselves. 

 

 P HE’s guidance on supporting children and young people’s mental health and wellbeing 

 Every Mind Matters includes an online tool and email journey which aims to support   
everyone to feel more confident in taking action to look after their mental health and           
wellbeing. It also includes a section for parents and carers on looking after children and 
young people during the outbreak. 

 NHS England has published advice for children and young people who may be feeling 
overwhelmed, and advice for parents, guardians and carers on how to help and       
support a child or young person with mental ill health. 

 The British Psychological Society’s advice for parents and carers on dealing with 
school closures and talking to children about COVID-19. 

 The Government’s online educational resources for home education with a section on 
mental wellbeing. 

 Virtual Oak National Academy for reception – Year 10 pupils, which offers daily online 
lessons, a weekly assembly with a pastoral focus and extra-curricular activities to help 
families maintain a routine at home (intended to complement, not replace, existing 
schools’ online learning offers). 

 BBC Education online learning content, for reception to Year 10 pupils, to support 
home learning, with weekly wellbeing tips provided via their social media pages. 

 The Starline parent helpline for home learning. 

Support for children and young people: 
 
There is a large amount of mental health support available for children and young 
people, detailed in the table below. This ranges from low level emotional support to 
support for those in crisis. 

Schools are reminded that NHS children and young people’s mental health ser-
vices (CYPMHS) remain open throughout the COVID-19 outbreak and they are 
encouraged to continue referring to their local CYPMHS. 

 

 
Provider Support available 

Children’s 
Commissioner 

A downloadable guide for children and young people about the coronavirus,          
including proactive advice to support mental wellbeing. 

PHE Rise Above is a website co-created and produced by young people. It aims to build 
resilience and support good mental health in young people aged 10 to 16. The    
content has been adapted to COVID-19 and includes new mental health content 
based on insights from young people remote schooling. 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/covid-19-guidance-on-supporting-children-and-young-peoples-mental-health-and-wellbeing/guidance-for-parents-and-carers-on-supporting-children-and-young-peoples-mental-health-and-wellbeing-during-the-coronavirus-covid
https://www.nhs.uk/oneyou/every-mind-matters/
https://www.england.nhs.uk/blog/what-to-do-if-youre-a-young-person-and-its-all-getting-too-much/
https://www.england.nhs.uk/blog/advice-for-parents-guardians-and-carers-on-how-to-help-and-support-a-child-or-young-person-with-mental-ill-health/
https://www.bps.org.uk/news-and-policy/bps-offers-advice-schools-parents-and-carers-help-children-through-uncertainty
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-online-education-resources/coronavirus-covid-19-list-of-online-education-resources-for-home-education
https://www.bing.com/search?q=oak%2Bnational%2Bacademy&amp;cvid=0e769bca4a904508bd9820aeb91bde24&amp;FORM=ANNTA9&amp;PC=U531
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/articles/zn9447h
https://www.starline.org.uk/
https://www.childrenscommissioner.gov.uk/publication/childrens-guide-to-coronavirus/
https://campaignresources.phe.gov.uk/schools/topics/rise-above/overview


 
NHS NHS website 

NHS.UK mental health information section signposting to Every Mind Matters and a 
range of helplines hosted by voluntary community organisations. 

NHS NHS Apps library 

helps people find apps and online tools to help manage their health and wellbeing. We 
are working closely with NHSX to rapidly review apps for children and young people’s 
mental health and make them available via this apps library. 

  
For example, Think Ninja is an app specifically designed to educate 10-18 year olds 
about mental health, emotional wellbeing and to provide skills young people can use to 
build resilience and stay well. It has been adapted to COVID-19 to bring self-help 
knowledge and skills to children and young people (10-18 years old) who may be       
experiencing increased anxiety and stress during the crisis. 

NHS NHS mental health providers, including children and young people’s mental 
health services (CYPMHS), are continuing to operate and many have already      
transitioned to delivering elements of care digitally to help maintain continuity of care 
and make best use of resources. 

  
For NHS mental health support, children and young people or their parents or carers 
can contact their GP or refer to NHS 111 online. Local CYPMH services will also have 
information on access on their websites. Self-referral options are commonly available 
and many services offer single points of access. This means there is a single set of 
contact information through which all queries and referrals are channelled through. 

Find out more about children and young people’s mental health services here. 

NHS For those in mental health crisis, most parts of England have a helpline to access      
support. You can find out the number to ring for your local area at nhs.uk. 

NHS Children and young people who are caring for someone with a mental illness can            

self- refer to the NHS Volunteer Responders programme using this link if they are having 
issues shopping for food or picking up prescriptions. 

Voluntary and 
Community 
Sector 

Children and young people can access free confidential support anytime from       
Government-backed voluntary and community sector organisations by texting 
SHOUT to 85258, calling Childline on 0800 1111 or the Mix on 0808 808 4994. 
For support with an eating disorder, children and young people can ring Beat’s 
Youthline on 08088010711. 

  
Children and young people can also find online information on COVID-19 and mental 
health on the Young Minds website. 

Schools School nurses continue to have and maintain contact with children and 
young people, focussing on key public health issues such as mental health and 
supporting vulnerable groups including young carers. 

Mental health and wellbeing is also a core part of the new RSHE curriculum. 

Some schools will offer additional support from counsellors, an NHS Mental Health 
Support Team or a voluntary and community sector organisation such as Place 2 Be. 

Local support Most council websites have great information about COVID-19 mental wellbeing 
support, including community and neighbourhood support. 

https://www.nhs.uk/
https://www.nhs.uk/apps-library/
https://www.healios.org.uk/services/thinkninja1
https://www.nhs.uk/using-the-nhs/nhs-services/mental-health-services/child-and-adolescent-mental-health-services-camhs/
https://www.nhs.uk/service-search/mental-health/find-an-urgent-mental-health-helpline
https://volunteering.royalvoluntaryservice.org.uk/nhs-volunteer-responders-portal/isolating
https://youngminds.org.uk/about-us/reports/coronavirus-impact-on-young-people-with-mental-health-needs/


KS3 Design and Technology and Food Preparation and Nutrition  

Over the last couple of weeks we have set a slightly different challenge called “The Tin Can Chal-

lenge”. This has involved designing a useful or decorative item using a recycled tin can. Students were 

also asked to present a tinned food in a really imaginative way and they didn’t disappoint us.           

Hopefully next week we can show you their tin can conversions! 

   

   Alexander Year 7               Edward Year 7                Lewis (cake cooked in a can) Year 7 

          

    Lily Year 7                       Eva Year 8                                   Dylan Year 7 

    

          Finley Year 7                   Yvonne Year 8                                                                      Jamie Year 7 



                                                                                                                                                                            

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

   Falak Y8                

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

      Chloe  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                                                                   Jess H Y7                                                                        



Cherwell Theatre Company 

We are pleased to announce that we are able to run two 'play in a week' style workshops this summer. 

They will consist of a combination of online sessions via zoom and some tasks to complete on your own. 

A creative pack will be delivered to your door to go with the project. 

For ages 7-12, there is a Roald Dahl themed week from 3rd-7th August. 

For ages 13+, there is a lockdown murder mystery from 10th-14th August. 

Prices for the workshops are £30 per participant and bursary places are available 

To book your place or for more information about the schedule of the week then please  
email cherwelltheatreworkshops@gmail.com 

HISTORY 

Over the last couple of weeks the history department has really enjoyed teaching pupils again in 

school.  Year 12 had an intensive session on how to make the best start with their A-level 

coursework.   Students are allowed to choose virtually any topic they want, so they will be          

researching and writing about things as varied as the partition of India, the fall of the Roman    

Empire, and the Russian Revolution. 

 

Year 10 have begun their final GCSE unit on Germany 1918-39, so lessons in school focused on 

giving students a broad overview of German history to set this period in context.  Lower down the 

school, Year 9 have been doing their summer exam, Year 8 have been studying civil rights in the 

USA, and Year 7 have been investigating the Industrial Revolution. 

 

Mr Macrory would like to say a huge thank you to his wonderful colleagues in 

the department and his students as he is moving next week to Hong Kong 

with his wife after five years at Chenderit.  He is hoping that the political      

situation becomes a little bit calmer over there, but then again it will be an     

interesting time to have a front row seat for historical events!   
 

Head of History 

Chenderit School  

mailto:cherwelltheatreworkshops@gmail.com


Welcome to Maths 

We are into the final two weeks and the term feels as though it has gone really quickly! Once again a big 

thank you to all students who are keeping going, working hard and producing some amazing work.  

It is also great to see students again in lessons, though only year 10 and 12 at the moment, it has certain-

ly shown that we are heading in the right direction. Hopefully, we will see you all soon enough.  

As we are into the final couple of weeks there are some students who have been taking on different      

challenges in Maths lessons, either creating curves using straight lines or even creating their own       

Mathematical board games.  

I have seen some great initial designs and have shown some below. Please keep up the good work with 

this. We are planning to revamp our displays from September therefore would love to see lots of innova-

tive ideas and presentations coming from you.  

And now for….. 

Students of the Week. 

Once again there are many students who deserve a special mention. Here are some chosen by teachers: 

Mr Byford has nominated Evan Gardner: fantastic work on vectors and a great attitude in getting involved. 

Also happy with everyone else in the lesson, excellent work this week. 

Mrs Pennells has nominated Emily Campion: for always contributing during our live lessons. Thank you 

for sharing your answers and methods with our group, Emily!  

Mrs Kennedy would like to nominate Lauren Beckham: Lauren takes great pride in her work and is com-

pleting it with a high level of success. Well done, Lauren! 

Thanks to all for working hard. Keep well,  

Mr Byford and the Maths team 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

          Amelie North Y8                        Chloe Edwards Y8                                           Alfie Smith Y8 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

           Daisy Jones Y8                    Sophie Whittern-Locke Y10                         Lauren Beckham Y9 

 



ART 

This week, the Art Department has welcomed back Year Ten   

students into school. It has been great to see everyone, to catch 

up, review what has been completed during lockdown, set some 

tasks for the summer and to get stuck in with our GCSE          

practical work. We hope Year Ten students found the day as 

useful and as rewarding as we did. We were really impressed 

with how hard everyone worked while they were with us and 

pleased that everyone understood what their individual next 

steps needed to be.  

Meanwhile, remote learning for all other year groups has        

continued. Year Seven and Year Eight have been completing 

their “View through a window” assignments this week, and we 

have been impressed with the quality of many students’ work. 

Students have worked hard and really looked carefully at the 

shapes, details, textures and tones in front of them. It is         

wonderful to see how students’ skills have developed over time 

and with practise.   

It seems poignant that these images reflect not only the physical 
landscape that surrounds us, but also give a sense of life during 
lockdown. All of us have experienced a very different kind of life 
over the last three or four months, defined by time at home and 
sometimes a feeling of isolation, frustration or confinement. The 
images remind us how lucky we are. Lockdown may have felt 
tough at times, but we have been safe in our comfortable 
homes, in a beautiful part of the world. When thinking about any 
artwork, it is important to consider the context of the work and 
the period of time in which it was created. These images prove 
that all artwork can generate further thought and discussion,      
allowing the viewer to infer meaning and to reconsider their own 
point of view… 



 



  



Music News 
 

Well done to all Year 7 and 8 students who have joined in with Google Meet lessons to look at Blues         
improvisations over the past week.  

 

I am starting to get adverts for some projects that are running during the Summer holidays. The “Voices 
Across Time Spotlights” series is advertised in this edition of In Touch. Further details can be found at 
https://www.voicesacrosstime.com/shows/spotlights/ 

 

NMPAT 

Please can I make one final call for anyone who would like to book instrumental / singing lessons with 
NMPAT for next year, to send in replies or to email me. If you would like information on lessons, please 
do email on mledger@chenderit.net 

 
Thank you 

 
Mark Ledger— Head of Performance Learning 
 

https://www.voicesacrosstime.com/shows/spotlights/
mailto:mledger@chenderit.net


Careers  

Ask an Employer 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Recently, SEMLEP (South East Midlands Local Enterprise Partnership) set up a panel of         

Enterprise Advisers to answer questions submitted by students.  

These are useful videos giving advice from employers on what they look for in applicants 

and tip on how to prepare.  

Please see the videos below.  

 

Interview tips - https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=QSIxhtVnrJ0&feature=youtu.be 

CV Writing - https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=RpWXxLBj-oc&feature=youtu.be 

Apprenticeships - https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=byGNlvfcGSo&feature=youtu.be 

Career of the Week  

Next week’s Career of the Week is on Environmental Health 

This can be found on Unifrog and on the Google Drive. 

 
The Summer of Animation is here to help 13-18 year 

olds discover how to make a 3D animated film this and 

enter the competition to find the best young animator. 

From master class videos to receiving feedback on 

their short animation creations – students can then 

enter the competition with prizes to win.  

For more information, please click the link below: 

https://summerofanimation.com/ 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=QSIxhtVnrJ0&feature=youtu.be
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=RpWXxLBj-oc&feature=youtu.be
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=byGNlvfcGSo&feature=youtu.be
https://summerofanimation.com/


Active Travel  

  

As part of the response to COVID-19, Northamptonshire County Council 
are looking at ways that they can develop and promote active travel 
across the county. Ideally they would like as many children and young 
people as possible to walk or cycle to school but appreciate that this is 
not always possible.   

They would like to hear directly from parents from schools across the 
county about current modes of transport and what, if anything, makes 
walking and cycling difficult.   

They would therefore be grateful if you could respond to the Active    
Travel Survey below. The survey is now live and will remain so until next 
Friday, 17th July.  

https://northamptonshire.citizenspace.com/lse/4c43c884  

https://northamptonshire.citizenspace.com/lse/4c43c884


 
Online safety and             

coronavirus 
Children and young people’s lives have 
changed dramatically because of the           
coronavirus. With social distancing measures 
and most schools closing, children will be 
spending more time at home and online. 
 
 
 
 

And while the internet is a great way for children and young people to stay in touch with their friends and 
keep busy during lockdown, it can also bring risks. Now more than ever it’s important to talk to your child 
about staying safe online and about the apps and sites they’re using. We’ve got advice to help.  

 

Starting a conversation about online safety 
 
It can be difficult to know how to start talking to your child about what they’re doing online or who they 
might be speaking to. But talking regularly, like you would about their day at school, will help your child 
feel relaxed and mean that when they do have any worries, they’re more likely to come and speak to 
you. It can help to:  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 reassure them that you're interested in their life, offline and online. Recognise that they'll be using 
the internet to research homework as well talking to their friends. 

 ask your child to show you what they enjoy doing online or apps they’re using so you can              
understand them. 

 be positive but also open about anything you're worried about. You could say "I think this site's       
really good" or "I'm a little worried about things I've seen here." 

 ask them if they're worried about anything, and let them know they can come to you. 

 ask them about their friends online and how they know they are who they say they are. 

 listen for the reasons why your child wants to use apps or site you don't think are suitable, so you 
can talk about these together. 

 ask your child what they think's okay for children of different ages so they feel involved in the        
decision making. 



 

 

 

 

 

How could my child feel talking about online safety? 

For children, online life is real life. It can help to think about how your child could feel sharing what they're 
doing online before you talk to them. 
 
Some emotions they could be feeling are: 

 uncomfortable 

 worried 

 annoyed 

 confused 

 happy. 
 
 

Worried about a child? 
If you're worried about something a child or young person may have experienced online, you 

can contact the NSPCC helpline for free support and advice. Call us on 0808 800 
5000 or contact us online. 

Children can contact Childline any time to get support themselves. 
Get support 

Online safety support in partnership with O2 

 
1. Visit Net Aware 
Get expert advice on the top apps, sites and games children are using, how 
to set up parental controls, latest news and more with Net Aware. 
 
 
2. Speak to an O2 guru in store 
They can help you set up parental controls. You don't have to be an O2 
customer! 
 
 
3. Call the O2 NSPCC Advice Line 
For advice on how to set up parental controls, privacy settings or around 
social media, call 0808 8005002 to speak to one of our experts. 
 
 
4. Play Parents vs Kids 
Parents vs Kids is our fun, interactive quiz played on Alexa, phone or tablet 
in which parents and children can challenge each other to see who knows 
more about the online world. 
 

tel:0808%20800%205000
tel:0808%20800%205000
https://www.nspcc.org.uk/keeping-children-safe/reporting-abuse/what-if-suspect-abuse/
http://www.childline.org.uk/
https://www.nspcc.org.uk/keeping-children-safe/reporting-abuse/report/
https://www.net-aware.org.uk/
tel:0808%208005002


 

If you have any safeguarding concerns that you would like to discuss please contact: 

 
Safeguarding is everyone’s responsibility 

 
 
Roddy Lloyd Jones. Deputy Head.  Designated safeguarding lead       
Contact details: 01295 711567 
Email: rlloydjones@chenderit.net 
 

 
 

 
Jan Hooper. Safeguarding student, parent welfare manager. Deputy designated      
safeguarding lead.  
Contact details: 01295 711567 
Email: jhooper@chenderit.net 
 

 
 
Allison Smith. Deputy student, parent welfare manager. Deputy designated              
safeguarding lead.  
Contact details: 01295 711567 
Email: asmith@chenderit.net 
 

If you do not get a response and you are concerned someone may be in immediate danger or a crime is being    
committed please call the appropriate agency:  

Police - 101 / 999  
Fire / Ambulance - 999  
  
NORTHAMPTONSIHRE  
  
Multi agency Safeguarding Team (social care) – 0300126100 
Out of hours emergency duty team (social care) – 01604 626938 
Early Help Team (social care) - 01604 365955 
Local authority designated officer (LADO) – LADOReferral@northamptonshire.gov.uk 
  
 OXFORDSHIRE 
  
Multi agency Safeguarding Team (social care) – 03450507666 
Out of hours emergency duty team (social care) - 0800833408  
Local authority designated officer (LADO) - 01865 815956  
  
Alternatively, you can contact the Local Community Support Service (LCSS) who offer professionals advice and   
support where there is a concern relating to a young person in Oxfordshire. LCSS North 0345 2412703  
NSPCC helpline - 0808 800 5000  
NSPCC under 18 helpline - 08001111  
 

If any personnel details or emergency contact details for parents / carers change, please inform 
cwilke@chenderit.net immediately. 

For mental health information, please see the Wellbeing page on our website http://
www.chenderit.northants.sch.uk/well-being.asp 

                                              Produced by Tracey Rose 

mailto:LADOReferral@northamptonshire.gov.uk
mailto:cwilke@chenderit.net
http://www.chenderit.northants.sch.uk/well-being.asp
http://www.chenderit.northants.sch.uk/well-being.asp

