
Headteacher’s Message 
 

On Wednesday, we had our third of four Extended Project Days this year.  

Students in years 7 and 8 were able to participate in off-site educational visits to Whipsnade Zoo 

and Stratford-upon-Avon where they undertook science and geography related activities                             

respectively. Our Y7 students had this to say about their experiences: 

“I found it really fun and I saw lots of different animals.  I really enjoyed the booklet we had to fill 

in because I learnt a lot and it was good to see the animals while learning about them.  My                          

favourite animals were the lions and African hunting dogs.  They were interesting to look at.” 

“At the zoo we got to see lots of animals.  I really liked seeing the chimps 
and I liked the way they walked.  The ostriches were also really interesting 
and they kept running around, chasing each other.” 

 

 

“I really liked being at the zoo and I really liked the flamingos; they were 

great to look at, especially the colour of them.  They get their colour from 

what they eat and this is what makes them pink.” 
 

We thank those staff who organised and accompanied these visits which were deemed hugely 
successful by all.  

Year 9 students enjoyed a careers day where they not only learnt about current career and                          
labour markets but also experienced encounters with employers and employees, and with                        
providers of further education and apprenticeships. Students were also able to engage with                    
software platforms to explore opportunities that they may be interested in pursuing in the future. 
As one student said: “so this is about me, for me, by me’ – oh, ok that makes sense, I can do 
that!” 

Of course, none of this would have been possible without the extensive contributions of a                    
number of guest speakers and presenters to whom we offer our most sincere thanks.  



Students in years 10 and 11 spent their day with an extended period of time in English and 

maths (Y10) and in their optional subjects (Y11). This focused time enabled students to explore 

relevant topics in much greater depth than is possible in a 60-minute lesson.  

Year 10 watched the contemporary National Theatre production of ‘Romeo and Juliet’. Students 

analysed the performance and the directorial decisions made. Our students had this to say: 

Rose- “EPD helped my understanding of the play because of the tone of the actors’ voices. It’s 

easier to understand that way.” 

Harry- “The interpretation captured the emotions of particular                         

characters.” 

Ollie- “I was able to visualise the characters.” 

Mia- “EPD has helped me understand more about haptics and proxemics through the 
play of ‘Romeo and Juliet’”  

Year 11 spent the day in GCSE optional subject areas. Emily C stated: “EPD gave me valuable 

added time to work on my technology coursework which I would have missed out on otherwise.” 

Abi commented: “I was able to get a deeper understanding of how to structure a media exam            

answer and how to split the exam time.” Pippa added: “I learned about rainforests in geography 

for paper 3. We did some exam style questions which were beneficial.” And Jamie shared that: 

“It was a brilliant opportunity to finish our coursework before the deadline.” EPD was a really             

productive day for our Y11 students.  

Our Year 12 students have also given glowing feedback about their annual Philosophy and                      

Ethics Conference which was organised by Mrs Millan. During the day, workshops were                          

delivered with an aim to challenge the way in which our students think about philosophical                           

issues. This year, the workshops were organised and delivered by several members of our 

teaching staff and included topics such as: ‘What does it mean to be good?’, ‘Business Ethics’ 

and ‘The Philosophy of War’. It has been fantastic to hear the comments from our Year 12                       

students who have thoroughly enjoyed the day – “It wasn’t what I expected at all – I loved the 

workshops I attended and it was fascinating to see different points of view about issues such as 

war and capitalism” and “Being able to argue my point of view and listen to those of others has 

been so interesting, and it is definitely a skill that has helped me to appreciate the opinions of 

other people” show the value that students have placed on their workshops. A big thank you also 

goes to Mrs Millan and all teaching staff who prepared and delivered the sessions throughout the 

day.  

The second round of PPEs have started this week for our Year 13 students, and in order to                    

support them with this, the Sixth Form Team laid on breakfast for them all to prepare for the day 

ahead (and show what a healthy breakfast should look like on the morning of exams!) After 

breakfast, all students spent the day completing revision for their PPEs by working in targeted 

groups and focusing on specific subjects. This also linked into their target setting which has been 

completed in their PD lessons over the past week, so students had a clear focus for the day. 

After two years of disruption including a dearth of educational visits, guests and speakers, it has 

been wonderful to have been able to provide such a range of educational experiences for our 

students this week. Our huge thanks go to our whole school community for making Wednesday 

such a successful day.  

 



KEEP OUT 

The Site Manager from a building site in Middleton Cheney has expressed some concerns 
about Chenderit students entering the site in the evening and at weekends.   

The gate is locked and secure however some students are breaching the security measures that 
have been put in place and accessing the building site.  It is only a matter of time before                  
someone is seriously injured. 

The Police have been informed and there is now security in place patrolling. We ask that                        
parents and carers discuss this health and safety issue with their children and ensure a strong 
message is communicated that it is not appropriate for students to access any building site. 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

This is to give maximum opportunity for students, residents and for those that work within South 

Northants, to assist in identifying their main concerns that will then allow the Neighbourhood           

Policing Team to prioritise what matters to our community over the coming months. 

There are 2 weeks left for the current survey to be completed, the hyperlink to use is: 

  

 https://www.surveymonkey.co.uk/r/NorthantsLocalPriorities  

https://www.surveymonkey.co.uk/r/NorthantsLocalPriorities


NEWS FROM THE ART DEPARTMENT 

Supporting our most able KS3 students: The Chenderit Art Challenge 

Here at Chenderit, we want everyone to “Aim high, work hard,” and “be nice”. We want students to 

achieve their potential, and to exceed their expectations, whatever their starting point. We want all our 

students to feel confident enough to challenge themselves to achieve more. 

Becoming a better artist is about practise, and students are often good at finding for themselves creative 

activities to undertake in order to help them improve their skills and confidence. For some students 

though, it can be difficult to know what to do in order to become a better artist. (“I want to draw                       

something, but I don’t know what to draw.”) As such, the Art Department has developed a whole range of 

takeaway activities that anyone can engage with. All students across Key Stage Three are invited to help 

themselves to as many of these as they like, either at the end of their art lessons or at break and lunch. 

We would love to see how students get on with these, and are keen to display and celebrate the best              

responses. Students can also document how they get on with these challenges within their sketchbooks. 

This will be a great way for our keenest students to demonstrate just how amazing they can be! 

Parents: If you think your child would benefit from or enjoy having a go at one of our new “Chenderit Art 

Challenges” please encourage them to visit the Art Department and to select one of the many new                     

assignments available. We hope that our new selection of activities includes something for everyone, and 

are keen to listen (and respond!) to any further feedback from students.  

Students: This is your chance to shine! Please show us just how brilliant you can be! 

Heseltine Gallery: Focus on Photography 

Our “Focus on Photography” exhibition is now open for visitors! Thank you to all the students, staff,                     
parents and friends who attended the private view of the exhibition- it was great to see the gallery so full. 
If you’ve not yet had a chance to explore this fabulous exhibition, please do so: there are some wonderful 
pieces of artwork to view (and to buy!) and such a variety of really interesting images. The work exhibited 
has been judged by our panel of experts and prizes have been awarded. It was particularly great to see 
so many wonderful entries into the “youth” category, and congratulations to Anna Woolmer, Frankie                    
Horrocks and Matthew Knight who were all awarded prizes, sponsored by Epsom. In a world where                    
almost everyone has access to a camera, it is so great to see how photography can be used in such                 
creative and innovative ways. A thought provoking exhibition, and one not to be missed. If you haven’t 
already visited the gallery this term, please do.  

 



Year Eleven and Year Thirteen Deadlines: 29/04/2022 

 

The year seems to be moving at an incredible pace at the moment! Students in Year Eleven and Year 

Thirteen will be particularly aware that their FINAL coursework deadline is rapidly approaching. This year, 

students will be assessed entirely on their coursework portfolio, so the significance of this date cannot be 

overestimated. Students need to complete all of their work by Friday 29/04/2022 and submit it ready for 

assessment. No extensions to this deadline will be possible. It is vital that students give their projects one 

last massive push before this date so that they can be confident that the work submitted reflects them at 

their absolute best. We want to be able to give students all the help they might need with this, and are 

happy for students to work in the Art Department after school by prior arrangement. For students in both 

Year Eleven and Year Thirteen, preparatory work is assessed as well as the final piece(s), so it is                        

important that everything that students submit shows just how hard they have worked. With the deadline 

rapidly approaching, all students need to be using the remaining time wisely, and parents should notice 

that students are “stepping up” in order to reach their potential. Students: this is your chance to show just 

how amazing you are. We hope that you will be proud of all the work that you submit! 

 

Year Twelve Visit to Compton Verney 

On Wednesday, our Year Twelve A level Art                       

students visited Compton Verney to explore the 

“Sky Arts Portrait Artist of the Year” exhibition 

and to photograph and draw in the grounds. The 

visit reminds us of how many hidden treasures 

there are in our local cultural landscape, and how 

important it is to be able to see “real” artwork at 

first hand. The exhibition itself reflects the huge 

range of styles and approaches taken by artists 

when creating portraits. Definitely one to                             

recommend and explore.  

 

Opportunity for students: The Royal Academy 

The Royal Academy’s Summer Exhibition is Britain’s most popular annual open exhibition, and has                         

regularly showcased the work of artists for over two hundred and fifty years. Every year, artists across 

the country submit their work in the hope of being included. It’s a big deal, and is always a really                              

interesting exhibition if you ever get a chance to visit it. 

Alongside The Summer Exhibition, The Royal Academy 
now organises an annual youth exhibition, celebrating 
the work of Britain’s young artists. This is an incredible 
opportunity to have your own creativity and hard work 
recognised at a national level. If you would like some of 
your artwork to be submitted for consideration for The 
Royal Academy’s Youth Exhibition, please contact Mr 
Christy in the Art Department. The school is registered 
to be able to submit work, but all entries must be                      
submitted by 30/03/2022. I would absolutely love it if 
work by Chenderit students could be included in this 
year’s Royal Academy’s Young Artists Summer Show.  
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Weekly Message 

Dear Parents and Carers 

We are now in the third week of term and the Easter 

break is now approaching quickly. Our Year 12                       

students will shortly begin looking at personal                          

statements and destinations post-18 to ensure they 

make an informed decision about the pathway they 

wish to follow. This is an exciting time and we enjoy 

working with our students to give them the best 

chance possible at moving on to the destination that 

they want to move on to. 

Our Year 13 are currently completing their next set of 

PPEs in preparation for their external exams which are 

taking place this summer. We have given each of our 

students the advanced information that has been                    

published by exam boards so students are all aware of 

what they should be focusing their revision on moving 

forwards. We are taking active steps to ensure that 

each of our Year 13 students are supported                                      

academically and also personally with their                            

wellbeing. 

Examinations are always stressful for students and as 

these are the first set of external examinations our 

Year 13 students have sat, we have spent time focusing 

on revision strategies, extra PPEs to familiarise them 

with the formal exam process and setting and pastoral 

support through events such as our wellbeing day                       

earlier this year.  

The main thing I wish to emphasise is that as their 

teachers, we are (alongside yourselves as parents and 

carers) their biggest supporters and cheerleaders. We 

want all students to get the grades at the end of Year 

13 that accurately reflects the hard work that they 

have put in over the past two years. It is important 

that Year 13 (and Year 12 students) continue to                         

maintain their positive work ethic and motivation to 

ensure that they get the grades that they need to for 

their next steps, whichever pathway that may be. 

As always, if you have any further questions or would 

like any additional information or support as the                    

exams approach, please do not hesitate to contact us 

or check the wellbeing page on our school website. 

                                                                  - Mr. B. Belstone. 

Tutor Time Overview: 

The key theme this week continues to be ‘Equality’.  

All of our Year 12 and Year 13 students have been 

completing 1:1 meetings with their tutor over the 

past few weeks, and some have continued with 

these throughout this week. These meetings will 

allow each student to review their progress so far 

this year, and set clear and meaningful targets to 

aim for over the next term.  

Sixth Form Ambassador Team: 

Congratulations to the following students in Year 

12 who are new Ambassador Team: 

Role 
  

Name 

Wellbeing Christa Tepper 

Charity Bronny Smith 
 Abi Gregory 

Anti-Bullying Emily Shenton (with                    
Psychology) 
Charlotte Woodcock (with 
Sociology) 

Media                        
Co-ordinator 

Billy Upstone 

Maths / Further 
Maths 

Annabelle Tappenden /              
Lottie Reid 

Geography Freya Bowles 

History Jake Reynolds 

Physics Joe Wilson 

Gov and Politics Jed Gibbons 
Mubashir Hussain 

PE Libby Smith 
 Chloe Howe 

Chemistry Phoebe Pope 

Drama Hannah Mitchell 

Sociology 
  

Macie Jakeman 

English Poppy Williams 

RS Ibrahim Assini 

French Eve Fitzpatrick-Shaw 

Biology Jamie Cook 
  

Business                  
Studies 

James Woodruff 

Psychology 
  
  

Charlotte Simpkins 





Maths 

Algorithms 

Anyone who’s written even the most basic computer programme knows what an algorithm is - a                       

specific set of instructions to automatically perform a task or solve a problem.  

 

 

 

 

The name Algorithms 

  

The world ‘algorithm’ can be traced to the 
Persian scholar Muhammad ibn Musa al-
Khwarizmi, whose name was Latinized by a 
translator in 825AD to Algoritmi. This was 
later altered to ‘algorithmus’ which, by the 
seventeenth century, became ‘algorithm’. 
The word didn’t take on its modern                
meaning until the nineteenth century. 

  

 Euclid’s Algorithm 

 The oldest example we have of an                            
algorithm is Euclid’s algorithm, which was 
published in Book VII of his Elements in 
300C. 

The algorithm is designed to find the                
greatest common divisor of two numbers - 
that is, the largest value that both numbers 
can be divided without a remainder. It  
achieves this by repeated subtraction of 
one number from the other. 

Algorithms in daily life 

  

Recommendations: Song or Movie                               
recommendations presented to you on 
platforms such as iTunes and Netflix use an 
algorithm to find new selections that are 
comparable to your past preferences. 

  

Optimisation: Algorithms can find the best                    
solution from a multitude of possibilities. It 
is how a SatNav finds the shortest route to 
a desired situation. 

 Searching: Google search and other                       
algorithms can scour the internet or a                        
database looking for the best match to an 
input query. 

  

Sorting: When Amazon ranks your hits by 
price or rating, it is using an algorithm to 
compare pairs of entries in turn and then 
place the whole list in order. 

A Puzzle 

How many people are in the family? 

Your parents have six sons including you 

and each son has one sister. How many 

people are in the family? 

  



Nominations 

If you get nominated go to Mr Byford in Room 81 to receive a prize. 

 

Mr Tyler nominates Rosie Boyd (year 7). Excellent classwork every lesson, working through the depth 

book and has 100% in all mathswatch homeworks so far this year.  

My Byford nominates Chloe Sullivan (year 11) for an outstanding attitude in Maths. Chloe is working hard 

on the key areas that she knows she needs to improve, her work is well presented and she is always                        

trying questions that challenge her thinking. Well done Chloe and I hope the hard work is rewarded in 

your results this year. 

 

Mr Huckin nominates Maggie Bullock (Year 9) for her fantastic work on finding the equation of a straight 

line and finding the equation of a line passing through two coordinates. Brilliant notes and class work 

that will be useful for revision. Well done Maggie! 

 



Mr Smith nominates too many students to be included in one go so names will be added over the next 

week or so. These students  have added over half a GCSE grade of improvement already this year over 

last year’s test scores. In 10B - Tom Beck, Ryan Gooby, Leanne Gubbins, Tom Jarrett, Callum Pirie, 

Archie Robson. In 10A - Toby Foster, Ruby Milson, Scarlett Hambidge-Apps, Mikey Mumford, Jas Singh 

and Anna Wilkins.  

Mr Dahal nominates Alex Handley (Year 8) for outstanding effort in all his Maths lessons. He has recently 

produced excellent work in finding missing angles in polygons and is confident in solving problems using 

alternate, corresponding and co-interior angles. Well done Alex! 

Mrs McMahon would like to give huge praise to her Year 10 class. 19 out of the class of 31 made at least 

1 grade’s progress on the Unit 1 assessment.  Hugh Pope (Year 10) made 3 grades’ progress which is                    

incredible. 

Mrs Pennells nominates Zac Betts-Arnold (Year 10) for an impressive effort with the EPD challenges. Zac 

showed great resilience and determination when the tasks got harder. Well done!  

Mr Thomas nominates Holly Neilly (Year 11) for her pure hard work and the huge progress she has 

made. Holly’s confidence has grown and so has her knowledge. Well done Holly, you should be really 

proud of yourself! 

Mr Heyes nominates Andie Jones (Year 8) for excellent presentation of classwork, and great participation 

in lessons. Well done Andie!  

Miss Ward nominates Jack Barrett (Year 8) for consistent hard work in lessons. It’s fantastic to see Jack 

moving on to extension work and grow in confidence. Well done Jack! 

Head of Learning Letter - Year 8 
 
This week, Year 8 attended their first Educational Visit to Stratford-Upon-Avon with 
the Chenderit Geography team. For our Year 8 students, this was a brilliant                         
opportunity to learn outside of the classroom environment and I hope we can                           
continue to have more Extended Project Days like this in the future. 
 
As Head of Learning for Year 8 I have receive lots of positive feedback from the 
staff who attended and led the trip and I am proud to hear that the group were                     
responsible and mature on their Educational Visit! 
 
Miss Evans 
 



English  

Extended Project Day 

  

 
 

 
 

 
 

  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Miss Ford is also very impressed with the effort made this week by the following: 

Year 8 

Anoushey Rizvi 

Egan Ward 

Liam Rutland 

Ewan Long 

Sofia Williamson 

Lauren Bowles 

  

Year 9  

Tom Norton 

Chloe Durn 

Will Bouvier 

Roseanna Hale 

Year 10  

Sara El Sayed 

Finley Denison 

Charlie Semonin 

Abbie Grainger 

  
Year 12 

Isabelle Vaughan 

Annabel Orwin 

Year 10 spent half of their Extended 

Project Day on Wednesday with       

English. We watched the                 

National Theatre production of                    

Romeo and Juliet, which we are 

studying for GCSE English                               

Literature.  



News from the Geography Department 

On Wednesday, during Extended Project Day, Year 8 went on a Geography Fieldtrip to Stratford
-upon-Avon, our first proper fieldtrip in 2 years! 

The students have just started a new unit of work on settlement change, and are currently                    
exploring to what extent Stratford-upon-Avon has a tourist function. They carried out a variety of 
fieldwork techniques such as environmental quality surveys, people counts, perception surveys, 
questionnaires, and three word summaries. They also recorded the shops and services on the 
main central streets of Stratford so they can see how much tourism influences the town back in 
the classroom.  

The weather was kind to us and the students were well motivated, polite and a pleasure to take 
out. A few staff were stopped by members of the public who commented on the good behaviour 
of our students, and to tell us how lovely it was to see school groups in Stratford again.  

 

 
 

 

 

 



Over the next two weeks, the students will be writing up their investigation as a report. They will 
display their results in a variety of ways, analyse and evaluate them and offer a justified                       
conclusion as to whether Stratford has a tourist function. 

 

          Well done Year 8! 

           Mrs Taylor 

 

 

 

 

Thursday 3rd March saw World Book Day celebrate an amazing 25 years and we 

chose to celebrate such an event by asking our students to enter our Short Story 

Writing competition. We are delighted to have received many entries but would 

like to remind all that they have until 3:05pm tomorrow to enter: 

1st place will receive a £10 book voucher 

The 2 runner ups with both receive a £5 book voucher 

We are looking forward to reading all the entries and will announce the winners in 

next week’s Keeping In Touch!  

Good luck to all those entered! 

 

Our World Book Day tutor time quiz this year asked students 

to recognise well known books from a small section of the 

book cover. Can you guess the following? 



The Science Department 
What a great time it has been in the science department!  

Year 11 have finished their final set of PPEs and we have completed the 
teaching of our specification. We have a full revision programme in place, 
which focuses on the advanced information provided by the Department of 
Education. Year 11 are focused and there are only two months of teaching 
time left before the external examinations. 

 

Dissections and more dissections – Mr Dhesi 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

As part of the triple GCSE Biology specification, students 
learn about the structure and function of the eye. This                        
includes an eye dissection. Students were very surprised 
to learn how difficult it is to dissect the eye and how 
strong the eye is.  

A Level Biology dissections include, but are not 
limited to the lungs, heart, kidneys, brains, and 
fish heads. 



 

 

 

 

 

 

Our Year 7 students were fantastic ambassadors for our school, 
showing integrity and honourable manners. They thoroughly enjoyed 
their time learning about the various different species and also                    
animal conservation. Each group was assigned a particular animal to 
research at the zoo.  They will use their research to make an                            
information poster in lessons, which will go towards a competition. 

Here are some photos from our visit: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Year 7  

Zoo Educational visit 



Careers 

Wednesday 9th March saw our Year 9 students take part in their annual Careers Day. For the first time in a 

long time, we were able to invite in several guest speakers and put on a range of workshops throughout the 

day. It was fantastic to see young people interacting first hand with employers and organisations external to the 

school. 

Students visited our ‘mini careers fair’ with speakers from: 

• Banbury and Bicester College 
• Moulton College 
• Ignite Sport (Oxford City FC) 
• Starting Off (Training and Apprenticeship provider) 
• Norbar (We were also able to welcome back an ex-student who is currently completing an                                 

apprenticeship with Norbar)  
 

My appreciation and thanks go to these organisations for their time and contribution to our Year 9 Careers day. 

We also welcomed Mr Chris Pope, Chief Innovation Officer at NewRocket who came to 

speak to our students with a multitude of experience having managed large-scale,                         

technology-led projects in global enterprises as well as having had senior roles in leading 

financial institutions. His experiences and insight provided fascinating and invaluable experience to our year 9 

students as they start their planning journeys towards their own career routes. 

A Unifrog CV writing workshop took place which allowed students to start planning and building their own                         

curriculum vitaes using the Unifrog CV Writing Tool. The students also watched a video giving them an                        

understanding as to why we use CVs and what does and most definitely does not need to be included to form 

the very best CVs. Another invaluable workshop, again using Unifrog, allowed students to complete personality 

quizzes to see what careers and roles may suit them best.  

 

After lunch there was a virtual workshop on employability skills with IGD which offered our students the                        

opportunity to develop skills for the world of work and gain insight into careers in the food and consumer goods 

industry.  

To finish the day, we had Deputy Head of Sixth Form, Mrs Jo Rowe, provide a presentation on attending Sixth 

Form after GCSEs. 

I hope the students found the day interesting and motivating. I encourage students to continue to consider and 

plan their pathway after GCSE and A-levels. Should they need help, please urge them to speak to me or email 

me at any time.  

 

What our students said: 

• Runa K - ‘I think that the online discussion (IGD) held a lot of learning potential and for this reason I think 
that my classmates and I learnt a lot.’ 
 

• Alistair S - ‘I thought the subject fair was really good because it gave me more options to think about.’ 
 
• Liam P - ‘I felt like Chris Pope’s presentation was the best because I felt like he helped me think of other 

jobs.’ 

 

 

 

This week’s Career of the Week 

is Barista. Baristas make and 

serve coffee in cafes, coffee shop 

chains, restaurants and hotels. 

Applications to join the Warwick Scholars access programme in 2022 are now open! 

Current year 12 students, intending on applying to Warwick for 2023 

entry, who live or attend a state school or college within the Warwick 

Scholars region can apply and places will be allocated according to the 

eligibility criteria as outlined in the brochure and on the website at  

https://warwick.ac.uk/study/outreach/whatweoffer/warwickscholars/ 

Applications will close at midnight on Sunday 29th May. 

– Mrs Georgia Thomas, Careers and Learning Resources Coordinator -                           

gnthomas@chenderit.net 

https://warwick.ac.uk/study/outreach/whatweoffer/warwickscholars/

















