
Headteacher’s Message 

 

As we near the end of a period of 8 days of national mourning following the passing of His 
Royal Highness, Prince Philip, The Duke of Edinburgh, I would like to reflect on how Prince 
Philip’s work has impacted on the lives of so many Chenderit students. 
  
HRH The Duke of Edinburgh was the Founder and Patron of the Duke of Edinburgh Award 
scheme, one of his most remarkable achievements and widely acknowledged as the world’s 
leading achievement award for young people. At Chenderit School, we are proud to hold a   
licence to deliver DofE programmes and we have, in fact, been delivering the prestigious DofE 
Award for many years with countless students having achieved the Award after volunteering in 
their community, learning a new skill, getting fit, or going on an expedition or residential. We 
know that engaging with the DofE programme significantly impacts our students’ futures,      
enabling them to develop vital skills for life and work, such as confidence, commitment,         
resilience and team work. On 16th May 2016, on behalf of the school, I attended a once in a 
life time Duke of Edinburgh’s Award (DofE) Gold Award Presentation at Buckingham Palace, 
London. At the event we were presented with a special plaque from the DofE Charity,            
acknowledging the school’s commitment to running the DofE and thanking us for giving young 
people the opportunity to transform their lives. We were congratulated at the ceremony by 
HRH The Duke of Edinburgh, as well as HRH The Earl of Wessex and HRH The Countess of 
Wessex.  
 
Our students also recognise the importance of the opportunities the Duke of Edinburgh Award 
Scheme brings and, this week, have reflected on this: 
 

“The Duke of Edinburgh programme has provided me with many memories and laughs     
alongside a range of skills that I wouldn’t have gained elsewhere. I am better equipped at 
thinking on my feet when things go wrong and I have developed leadership skills whilst      
completeing the expedition.” – Lucy Frewin Y12 



“DofE gives you the skills for the future and presents you with a very lucrative opportunity to      

engage yourself with knowledge and experience you wouldn’t receive otherwise. The wide range 

of activities for you to develop in provides success for the future. I would advise anybody else to 

complete the award.” – Hugh Pope Y9 

“The Duke of Edinburgh encouraged me to be open to new experiences and create lasting bonds 

with those on the journey with me.I was given the opportunity to try new experiences and push 

the boundaries of my comfort zone to learn and grow.” – Harri Jones Y10 

“The Bronze programme has been interesting and an enjoyable experience of learning that will 

benefit me in my life, both formally and socially.” – Henry carter Y10 

“I have gained lots of skills and opportunities that I otherwise wouldn’t have experienced. I have 
learned photography and sign language during my programme. Ultimately, DofE has challenged 
me to become a more rounded person.” – Eleanor Handley Y9 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
We are grateful to HRH The Duke of Edinburgh for providing Chenderit students with so many 
opportunities over the years and we shall be thinking of the Queen and the Royal Family this 
weekend. 



 

 
 

 
 

       

   

       

 

 

 

        

       

 

       

 

        

 

EXAM INFORMATION 

 

Over the Easter break, JCQ, the government agency that 
oversees the examination system published detailed 
guidance on the process for determining grades for 
GCSEs, A Levels and equivalent qualifications.  Later     
today we will send parents and carers of students in year 
11 and year 13 (and some year 12) copies of key            
documents, including their individual timetable for            
assessments in May.  So that we can be sure parents and 
students have received this information, we have               
included a link to a Google form, requesting that they 
confirm receipt of these documents. 
  



 

Chenderit Sixth Form  

Sixth Form Weekly Bulletin 
        Week Beginning: 12th April 2021  

Weekly Message 

Dear parents and carers 

As you will have seen earlier in KIT, our Year 13       

students will be ‘stepping down’ from Friday 28th 

May. Beyond this date, we are still keen to offer them 

help and support, and we are hoping to offer them  

opportunities to still return to school for select        

programmes and opportunities such as crash cooking 

courses to avoid the ‘Pot Noodle diet’ at university 

and also focus on preparing for the world of work by 

looking at budgeting and finance. As we finalise plans 

for this, we will confirm the details with you. I would 

like to congratulate our Year 13s for all of their hard 

work over the past two years and their continued      

resilience and dedication that they are showing in the 

run up to the assessments in May. 

If you have any further questions about the                  

assessments, please contact me at: 

bbelstone@chenderit.net  

Safeguarding and dress code 

Please do remind your child that they must wear their 

purple lanyards and adhere to the Sixth Form dress 

code at all times – they are role models for our       

community and must ensure that they follow these 

expectations. 

Exam Workshops 

Over the coming weeks, we will be offering support to 

our Year 13 students to ensure that they are able to 

manage any stress or anxieties that they have in            

relation to their upcoming assessments. 

This support will be offered through tutor time, and 

we are also hoping to offer some group sessions with 

our counsellor to ensure that all students are giving 

the tools and advice they need in order to navigate the 

challenges of the coming weeks successfully. 

If you have any questions or concerns in relation to 

your child’s wellbeing, particularly in regards to the 

assessments, please do not hesitate to email me at: 

bbelstone@chenderit.net.  

Tutor Programme 

In tutor time this week, our Year 12 students have 

been focusing on finance and the issues that they will 

be encountering when they enter part time                    

employment and in the wider world of work as they 

get older. This has included understanding the tax        

system and how their pay will be affected – a key 

thing to understand as an adult! 

Next week, we will continue our work on destinations 

post-18 to ensure that all Year 12 students are fully 

prepared for their next steps. This will begin by        

looking at personal statements and what they should 

look like and why they are needed by universities and 

employers. Students will begin their first drafts of 

these and will use tutor time over the next few months 

to work with their tutor to ensure it is giving them the 

best chance of success in their applications by             

accurately reflecting their skills and achievements. 

Year 13 Revision Groupings 

From the start of this half term, we have restructured 

our Year 13 tutor groups to focus on revision ready for 

the upcoming assessments that all students will sit. 

These groupings have been set based on progress data 

and students have been allocated to a group that will 

support them to make the most progress over the next 

few weeks, or will benefit them the most for their 

choice of post-18 destination. 

This has always been a successful programme and we 

have been incredibly impressed by the diligence and 

dedication to revision that each of our Year 13          

students have shown over the past week. Well done to 

Year 13 students for this – your hard work and            

dedication will pay off in your final grades! 
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FOOD SCIENCE AND NUTRITION 
Year 10 made use of seasonal rhubarb this week – some kindly donated by staff – it was lovely to be doing 

some practical work again. We hope to resume practical work with all year groups soon. 

 

RHUBARB AND ORANGE CRUMBLE 

 

500g rhubarb 

1 orange 

50g Demerara or caster sugar 

Crumble topping: 

125g plain flour 

25g porridge oats 

60g margarine or butter 

50g Demerara or caster sugar 

Makes a crumble for 4 

Method 

1.  Trim the ends off the rhubarb, chop into chunks about 2cm (1 inch) long and place in an oven proof dish.  

2.  Wash the orange, grate off the zest then squeeze the juice.  

3.  Sprinkle 50g of sugar onto the rhubarb and pour over the orange juice. 

 4. Rub the butter into the flour and the orange zest. Mix in the remaining sugar and oats. Sprinkle the     
crumble mix over the rhubarb and cook in a preheated oven at 190C for 40 minutes. 
 
Serve with cream or natural yoghurt. 

     

 



HEALTH & SOCIAL CARE 

 

This week Year 9  Health and Care students  have been writing Case Studies ready to develop Care 

Plans next week. 

Well done to Mia, Rebecca and Zara. 

 

 
 

 



 PSHE Personal Development 

 

In Year 8 before Easter students were looking at ‘Self-Awareness’ and in particular focussing       

upon body image. How do we develop our image of what we should look like? How have we 

moved on from historical views and also how do different cultures view ‘appearance ideals’?  

We looked at things that could be changed about our bodies and also the extreme things that 

some people do to their bodies to change their image. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Students were asked to create a collage of annotated images looking at how the media portrays 

and influences the way that we look. We have also looked ahead to changes that have / are        

being made to the way that clothes, for example, are advertised – using a variety of different 

types of models. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



  



Head of Learning for Year 10  

 

Dear parents and carers of Year 10 students, 

Welcome back to the start of the summer term. I am feeling very positive that this term will bring 
a stronger sense of stability for our year 10 students both with their academic studies and     
emotional welfare as the Covid situation appears to be coming under control. In my assembly to 
the students this morning I stressed the importance of this term in terms of the ongoing       
coursework that they are involved in and the preparation they will be doing for their Pre-Public 
Exams (PPE’s) in July. By this time next year our students will be close to the end of Year 11 
having completed all GCSE coursework by Easter, will be heavily involved in preparing and      
revising for their final external exams, and looking forward to their Summer Ball. 

During my assembly today, I also took the opportunity to remind students how important their 
attendance to school, and punctuality to lessons is in giving them the best opportunities to     
succeed in their GCSE courses. As the Covid related disruption to our lives continues to          
diminish and students are less likely to need to isolate themselves at home with their families I 
am hoping all Year 10 students will be able to attend school as expected. The routine of getting 
to registration for 8.30am each morning will continue to allow students to meet with their tutors, 
take on board key information, access the Personal Development programme and be mentally 
prepared for the rigours of their GCSE courses each day. Please can I ask that parents continue 
to be diligent with their children on this point as there is direct evidence that supports high        
student attendance to school with students achieving good or better grades in their GCSE       
subjects? 

On a similar note I also raised the importance of good punctuality to lessons with the Year 10 
students today. Having spent so much time away from the classroom during the recent          
lockdowns situations it is really important that students have the maximum exposure to learning 
with their subject teachers as possible. Lessons need to start and finish on time and this is 
helped if students make every effort to get to their classes on time. The less disruption to the 
start of a lesson and the learning of all students needs to be paramount for all our Year 10        
students. Again could I ask parents to raise this notion with their child to ensure the importance 
of this key message is clearly understood? 

It was with great pleasure that I was able to announce the latest round of students who were     
recipients for Positive Achievement Certificates today based on the amount of positive SIM logs 
that students had earned during the spring term. 

 

The Bronze Awards for 50 positive SIM log7s went to: 
Lauren Beckham 

Alex Beesley 

Alex Blithe 

Emily Campion 

Eve Young 

Chloe Deamer 

Isabella Hetherington 

George Jackson 

Maddison Lawrence 

Ruby Munday 

Eloise Roskilly 

Ryan Ingham 

Alex Large 

Katya Marie 

Freya Pamphlett 

Chloe Sullivan 

Leah Beckinsale 

Frankie Blee 

Harvey Brock 

Pearl Cumming 

Elliott Davenport-Jarvis 



The Silver Awards for 75 logs went to:       The Gold Awards for 100 logs went to: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Platinum Awards for 150 logs went to: 

 

 

 

 

 

A huge congratulations to all of the students named above who received an award that             

recognises their hard work and efforts during the lockdown and since returning to school. I look 

forward to giving out more awards to our Year 10 students as they continue to work hard and 

make even more great progress during the summer term. 

Best wishes 

Toby Holland  

Head of Learning for Year 10 

Pippa Bullock 

Louise Clarke 

Lucy Gee 

Gabriella Illman 

Tyreese Mayers 

Aoife McHenry 

Samuel Cavanagh 

Abbie-Jo Sutton 

Lily Trussler 

Jasmine Watts 

Music News 

Year 7 and 8 have been completing Listening Tests based on their most recent topics. Year 8 have studied Film Music, with an 
extract from Lord of the Rings as their main focus. Year 7 have studied the history of the Western Classical Tradition, with     
Vivaldi’s ‘Spring’ as their main focus. 

Congratulations to the following students, who achieved particularly high scores: 

Year 7: Amber Dolan, Sophie Kenney, Alice Ormond, Seren Thomas, Emily Mumford, Sofia Williamson, Charlotte Strong, Ted 
Harper. 

Year 8: Roseanna Hale, Maddy Brown, Laura Wilkins, Daisy Smart, Ed Currier, Will Bouvier, Maggie Bullock, Luca Rees, Izzy 
Bricknell. 

As part of the listening test, students have to analyse a piece of music they have not previously studied, saying how a           
composer has achieved a mood, picture or storyline. This extract is from Roseanna Hale, commenting on an extract from John 
Williams’ Star Wars score: 

“He uses drums to make it seem scary. The thick texture makes the character seem like it should be feared. The loudness 
drops and texture reduces with high pitched notes coming through. When it gradually gets louder and thicker it suggests       
impending doom. The use of brass makes it seem like you are below them.” 

This extract is from Will Bouvier, about the same piece: 

“John Williams uses cymbals and drums to create a dramatic and evil effect, with sudden bursts of notes clashing together. He 
also uses fast notes to create an energetic and thought-provoking atmosphere. By using brass instruments such as the          
trumpet / trombone, Williams makes the song’s melody stand out. This really adds a sense of darkness to the composition.” 



From the PE / PD department… 

 

We are pleased to be able to use our newly re-surfaced, re-painted and re-lined courts for PE and sport. 

The work was concluded over the Easter break and we are enjoying the vastly improved quality of          

surface. New colours make the playing areas stand out more and the top surface is much more                

appropriate for activity. The response from students and staff alike has been very positive! 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Ski trip 2022! 

 

 

We are pleased to announce that there is an opportunity to launch a ski trip for Easter 2022. The trip will 

return after the Covid hiatus to North Italy where, once again, we shall enjoy the skiing, the snow, the 

sunshine and the gorgeous food! Families will be asked to fill in a Google form to show interest in the 

trip. We can then invite families to an online launch event coming up soon that will give details and how 

to get involved! The trip will be open for Y10 and above in the academic year 2021-22. 



Ramadan and practical PE lessons 

 

The start of this week marked the start of Ramadan for the young Muslim community. We 

want all who are observing Ramadan to enjoy a happy and healthy month! To support our 

students we will make considered and researched amendments to practical PE lessons so 

that students fasting during the day will be able to enjoy their lessons without worrying 

about becoming dehydrated or over-fatigued. We encourage all of our students to engage 

with us in lessons. If a student is observing Ramadan, they should tell PE staff as we can’t 

just assume! If a student wants to participate as they always would do, we fully support 

this, but if by doing so students run the risk of health consequences we will support them 

in reducing the physical impact of PE lessons. 

Having researched what is best practice and spoken to students who will be impacted, the 

following lesson guidance will be put in place:- 

 During PE lessons, technique and skill building should be emphasised over fitness    

training to reduce fatigue.  

 The intensity should be reduced by increasing recovery periods and decreasing the 

maximal heart rate invested in each exercise block – expecting running over distance or 

at high speed over short distances is not best practice. 

 Lessen aerobic warm-up and increase stretching component 

Example adaptations for likely summer activities at Chenderit School:-  

 Athletics activities - throwing and jumping (with extended rest periods) are ok,           

running is not (e.g. sprinting over short distance or middle / long distance) – use         

in-school lockdown booklet for students to walk and read appropriate level sports        

science and theory to test each other… 

 Rounders / cricket / softball etc – adapt fielding drills to lessen running, fielding         

positions in games to be close in, allow a runner when batting, static / short ‘run-up’ 

bowling. 

 Tennis / volleyball etc – shot practice and semi-moving rally acceptable, be conscious 

of extending rest periods in between phases. 

We hope that this reassures students and families. If there are any questions or if we need 

to be made aware of any issues surrounding students’ participation during Ramadan, 

please don’t hesitate to email! 

Ramadan Mubarak 

 



 

Year 9 Drama 

Year 9 GCSE Drama students are working exceptionally well exploring the play-text ‘DNA’ by Dennis 

Kelly.  To consolidate their understanding of the plot they created storyboards of significant, key moments 

from the play over the Easter holiday.  Here are a few lovely examples of work from the following             

students: 

Crystal B, Nina A, Gracie B, Molly D, Emma C, Atlanta H and Rebecca M 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 



History  

We have loved having the students back in school and have been impressed with the work 

that many were able to produce during the latest lockdown.  Many students completed 

every single task to a standard that they would have met had they been in school.  We will 

ensure that we make time for those who were not able to complete all tasks during         

lockdown to go some way in catching-up. 

Termly History Prize Winners: 

Before Easter, we awarded our termly history prizes.  We award one prize per year group.  

Only the hardest working and highest achieving history students are rewarded in this way. 

The winners for last term were: 

Y7-Sophia Sneath-Worked brilliantly during the 

latest lockdown.  We have been really pleased 

with Sophia’s growing confidence and willingness 

to involve herself in class discussions. 

Y8-Maddy Brown-Again, worked really hard       

during lockdown.  Maddy’s teacher, Ms James, 

also commented on how polite and kind Maddy is 

to other students and to her teachers. 

Y9-Emma Cross-Ms James has been impressed 

with Emma’s independence and motivation.  She 

is a very keen historian and a true ‘self-starter.’ 

Y10-Kayleigh Best-Works incredibly hard on all occasions.  Mr Barber noted how               

supportive Kayleigh is of other students and how Kayleigh has worked hard to improve her 

exam technique. 

Y11-Tilly Sleem-Tilly has taken on board advice that she was given and has been able to 

improve her efforts and attainment as a result.  She is bright, able and keen to do well. 

Y12-Lucy Paul-Lucy has really grown in confidence since the beginning of year twelve.  She 

often leads class discussion and has improved her essay grades considerably of late. 

Y13-Ben Jackson-An incredibly motivated young man with high aspirations.  Ben set         

himself the goal of attaining an A grade in history and has put in a huge amount of effort in 

his attempt to achieve that goal. 

 

Well done!  



History News: 

Year seven have completed their studies into religion in Tudor England and have now     

started a depth study on the extent to which the Elizabethan period can be described as a 

‘golden age.’  As well as being interesting, this also provides a good contextual                    

understanding for those who go on to study Early Elizabethan England at GCSE. 

Year eight students have now completed their studies into the causes of the Second World 

War.  Lots of students wrote fantastic answers explaining the extent to which they felt that 

Hitler’s actions were to blame for WWII.  They have now moved on to explore the reality 

of ‘Blitz Spirit’ and whether or not this really existed. 

Year nine students have completed the main part of their studies on Crime and                 

Punishment and have now started their Whitechapel depth study.  This topic covers the 

crimes of Jack the Ripper and the environment in which he operated.  Many students       

enjoy this part of the course, though it is challenging, as there are three new exam         

question types for them to get their heads around. 

Year ten are well into their studies on the American West.  They are currently learning 

about developments in the cattle industry in the mid-to-late 19th century.  This includes 

the cowboy topic, which many enjoy.  It always amazes the students (and me) that                

cowboys only really operated for around 25 years, and yet have had a profound effect on 

culture. 

Year eleven students are now very much at the business end of their GCSE course.  This 

week they have started their first end of year assessments.  These are completed in class, 

but under exam conditions.  Over the next few weeks they will continue with revision and 

assessment. 

Year twelve are studying the extent to which Mussolini was able to fascistise the Italian 

population through his social policy in the Italy part of their course.  In the Stuarts part of 

the course, they have been learning about the reasons for the failure to reach a settlement 

following the end of the first part of the Civil War in 1646.  They have also been tackling 

the Stuarts document question for the first time. 

Year thirteen have now completed much of their assessment and revision on the Stuarts.  

They have recently answered questions relating to the reigns of James I and Charles I.  

Soon they will complete an assessment on the failure to reach settlement 1646-49.  They 

also continue with their Italy revision and Civil Rights revision and assessment.  Motivation 

remains high amongst both groups and we are optimistic for them.  

Mr Gowers. 



Hello from Religious Studies!   

 

This week begins the month of Ramadan, and two of our Year 12 students - Aleena and Iqra - 

have kindly written a piece explaining what Ramadan is and how it is practised within the Muslim 

community.  

Ramadan 
 

 

 

 

What is Ramadan? 
 

Ramadan is the Arabic name for the ninth month in the Islamic calendar. It is one of the holiest 

Islamic months for Muslims. During Ramadan, Muslims fast, abstain from pleasures and pray to 

become closer to God. It is also a time for families to gather and celebrate. Fasting is one of the 

Five Pillars of Islam, which form the basis of how Muslims live their lives. The other pillars are 

faith, prayer, charity and making the pilgrimage to the holy city of Mecca. Muslims observe the 

month of Ramadan, to mark that Allah (god) gave the first chapters of the Quran to the Prophet 

Muhammad. The fast is intended to bring their faith closer to God and to remind them of the       

suffering of those less fortunate. Muslims often donate to charities during the month and feed the 

hungry as a form of generosity. 

 



How is it carried out? 
 

Every day for 30 days, Muslims have an early morning meal before dawn (this is known as 

suhoor or sehri). This is a way of the fast being ‘closed’, the reason Muslims eat at this time in 

the morning ( usually between 2-4am ) is because they have a little bit of food before not                          

consuming food and drink all day. In this time Muslims offer the 5 prayers, spend time with         

families, and generally try to do as many good deeds as possible. The fast which is carried out all 

day is broken immediately after sunset for the evening meal, called iftar or fitoor. Before this time 

families get together to make food and it is a sunnah (good deed) to share food among others 

like neighbours. Muslims traditionally break their fast like the Prophet Mohammed did with a sip 

of water and some dates at sunset before eating the rest of the food. During this month, believers 

also head to the mosque for an additional night prayer called Taraweeh. This is only held during 

Ramadan and it starts at 9/10pm and finishes at 12am, this prayer is optional but can still cause 

sin if missed deliberately therefore most choose to do it.    

                              

 

The month of Ramdan is more than just fasting, You are also encouraged to do good deeds such 

as charity, and abstain from sinful acts. It's also a month of self-reflection and a way for Muslims 

to develop positive habits that can be brought forward once Ramadan is over. After a month of 

fasting, Muslims celebrate with a festival called Eid and wish each other 'Eid Mubarak' (Have a 

blessed Eid). Eid is a social event that is celebrated by having your family, friends and            

neighbours over for a large feast. Muslims decorate their homes and wear new clothes, and      

children and the elderly receive gifts or money packets. This is usually seen as a celebration     

after a month of hard work and fasting. 

 

Aleena and Iqra Y12 



 



 

 






