
 

Head Teacher’s Message 

 

I would like to wish all of our Chenderit students, parents, carers, staff, governors and friends a safe and happy 
Christmas, and a happy, healthy and successful New Year. I would also like to acknowledge everyone’s 
contribution this year, particularly in light of the challenges we have all faced since March. 
 
As staff, we are privileged each day to participate in our students’ academic and broader progress and it is 
immensely rewarding to see their developments over the course of a year.  To pause now to reflect on this is 
important: we recognise and applaud just how hard our students have tried this year and the challenges they 
have overcome.  We continue to celebrate our students’ achievements whether they be great or small and we 
share with pride the progress our students make with their learning through Keep In Touch (KIT) each week – I 
hope you have enjoyed our weekly issues this term. I thank the staff of Chenderit who make all of this possible, 
the students who are our greatest ambassadors and you, our parents and carers, for your continued support – 
Team Chenderit is a team I feel immensely proud of.  
 
I would like to thank Mrs H Davis, teacher of German and 
French, who leaves us today to relocate to the Welsh borders 
with her family. Mrs Davis has inspired her tutees and 
students over the past few years and we shall miss her 
extensive contributions to our school. We shall welcome Mrs 
T. Thorne to the MFL department in January.  
 
We hope that 2021 will bring many exciting developments, 
but in the meantime, I urge you to consider carefully how you 
can celebrate safely over the Christmas period so that school 
avoids, as far as possible, a rise in Covid-19 cases in January.  
 
On behalf of the Governing Body and all staff,  I wish you all a 
Merry Christmas and a happy new year.  



Information and relevant arrangements regarding positive cases in the Christmas holidays  

  

For the first 6 days after teaching ends on 18th December, if a student tests positive for coronavirus 
(COVID-19), having developed symptoms within 48 hours of being in school, we shall assist in identifying 

close contacts and advising self-isolation, as the individual may have been infectious whilst in school. 
Please use the following email address to report positive cases for these 6 days only:  

PositiveCOVIDResult@chenderit.net  

 

Where a student tests positive for coronavirus (COVID-19), having developed symptoms more than 48 
hours since being in school, the school should not be contacted. Parents and carers should follow con-

tact-tracing instructions provided by NHS Test and Trace.  

  

Thank you for your cooperation with this matter. 

The show will go on! Birmingham Ormiston Academy gives the gift of theatre this Christmas. 

Birmingham Ormiston Academy (BOA) is delighted to share an exclusive recording of The Snow Queen, 

first performed at The Old Rep Theatre in November and December 2019, with local school children this 

Christmas. 

Based on Hans Christian Andersen’s classic fairy tale, the show was produced, performed and filmed by 

talented young students at BOA alongside leading industry professionals. 

  

The exclusive recording is available to watch online now, so primary and secondary schools across the 
region can be united in experiencing the fun and festivity of a traditional Christmas theatre production. 

We know that Christmas may feel a little different this year, but this special film truly captures the magic of 

live theatre and promises to bring a little theatrical sparkle into the classroom this December. 

mailto:PositiveCOVIDResult@chenderit.net
https://r1.arts-mail.com/4QLI-FVI8-MR8FT-CUL4V-1/c.aspx


      Positive SIMS 

As always the staff at Chenderit would like to celebrate the successes of those students 

who achieved particularly high numbers of positive SIMs and no (or very, very few) 

negative SIMs for the Autumn term 2020.  Listed below are the  most outstanding students 

from each year half (7-11). Students achieve positive SIMs in recognition for their good 

progress, positive attitudes, outstanding work, contributions to both lessons and our school 

community and for many more reasons than it is possible to list here. I hope that all 

students and their families feel a sense of great pride and accomplishment for these 

achievements and are commended by all for what is truly praiseworthy. 

 

 

s
v

 
v

s 

Year 7  

Finn S 103 

Rose H 97 

Jay S 92 

Noah C 88 

Isabella G 83 

Seren T 83 

William B-B 79 

Year 8   

Rebecca R 97 

Mollie May H 87 

Vinny W 84 

Laura W 83 

Amelia M 82 

Louisa P 82 

 Lily W 82 

Year 9  

Katie D-C 123 

Max P 118 

Dhaym S 116 

Eleanor H 106 

Callum E 104 

Leanne G 104 

Ruby M 103 

Year 10   

Leah G 104 

Josh B 73 

Samuel C 73 

Muneebah H 72 

Eddie K 69 

Aoife M 68 

Georgie W 68 

Year 11  

Grace R 78 

 Freya B 74 

Olivia Q 74 

Keir S 69 

Romeesah A 67 

Keira L 66 

 William S 66 

Year 12  

Athina B 26 

Emma M 24 

Perrie D-J 21 

Abbi L 20 

Jolly L 20 

Yousra R 20 

Lucy T 20 

Ruby T 20 

Year 13  

Megan O 29 

Abigail R 28 

Derek B-O 27 

Daniel S 27 

Cameron C 26 

Trudie M 25 



School Breaks  

Please be aware that the school is reverting the same rotation of breaks that took place in the first term of the aca-

demic year. All years will still have breaks at the same time as before, but will they will take place in either the Din-

ing hall or lecture theatre.   

See below for the arrangements for Mondays, Tuesdays, Thursdays and Fridays. 

Wednesdays’ timings are below 

 



Practical work has been a 

challenge this term so thank 

you to all of our students for 

their patience.  

Year 12 students made some 

lovely festive products 

including Biscoff and 

Gingerbread shortbread; Yule 

logs and a delicious 

cardamom, coconut chocolate 

soufflé.  

Year 9 made a tear and share 

bread.     

Design and Technology – Festive Baking 

Abbi Lester  Emily Coe   Megan McDonald   

Baylee Haynes  Lydia Kaludercic  

Leo Anderson     Ava Arrand   Kiera Jenkins  



Merry Christmas! 

On behalf of the Religious Studies Department, we would like to wish all of our students and their families a very 

Merry Christmas and we hope you all enjoy a well-earned break! 

I would also like to take this opportunity to say a big thank you to our students, who have kept us going through 

this unusual term! 

Year 7 have completed their first two units of work and we are very pleased with the transition they have made 

to their secondary studies.  Year 8 have been busy this week completing their end of unit assessments on the 

significance of Religion in the UK today. 

In Year 9, students have completed a unit of work on Marriage and Family life, considering Christian and Human-

ist attitudes towards relationships in the UK today.  Year 10 have been getting to grips with Capital Punishment -  

they have used news articles from this week’s press to discuss the ethics of this issue (and they discussed it very 

well!) 

Year 11 have completed their PPEs and we are really proud of the hard work and effort they have made. We 

hope they have a restful break and return ready to tackle their GCSEs head on. 

Finally, well done Years 12 and 13 who are currently preparing for their PPEs in January.  They have worked in-

credibly hard this term and we are very proud of their hard work and commitment!  Well done to Zoe, Celeste, 

Leah, Hannah, Sophie, Matthew, Ruby, Jade, Jasmin, Isabel, Lucy, Perrie, Aleena and Millie! 

Wishing everyone a Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year! 

Holly Millan 

English 

The English team took part in a socially distanced (we were all in our own rooms) end of term quiz yesterday 
after school. 

Miss Nunweiler narrowly beat Mrs Nowell! Staff donated money to Katharine House Hospice. A big thank you to 
Miss Sackman for arranging the fun afternoon.  

Music  

 

Congratulations to the following for their excellent results in the recent Year 8 Listening Test.  

 

Roseanna Hale, Maddy Brown and Max Garnett. 

 

Congratulations to Year 9 and Year 10 students, who have just finished their composition entries for the NMPAT 
Film Music Competition. After Christmas we will announce which students have been entered into the County 
finals, and we will see if we can again have the winner in the Key Stage 3 and 4 competitions. 

 

All NMPAT lessons will recommence on the week beginning 11th January, except for Drum Kit, which re-starts on 
Weds 6th January. There are some catch up lessons to be done on some instruments, and I will keep you in-
formed during the year. 

 

Happy Christmas to you all, from everyone in the Music & Drama Department. 



 

Drama 

Year 9 GCSE Drama students have completed their awesome performance assessments this week, 
with excellent efforts made by all.  Well done Year 9! 

Charities Week 

Charities Week happens every year at Chenderit during the last week of the Christmas term and culminates in an 

Extravaganza Show performed and organised by the Sixth Form on the last day as a thank you to the school for 

participating in the events throughout the week. When Sixth Form were asked to switch to online learning for two 

weeks during this term I had a slight sinking feeling that this tradition may not happen this year – but they rose to 

the challenge, determined to leave their legacy. We had to scale it back a little but numerous events have taken 

place throughout the week, as well as the whole school collecting for Banbury Food Bank. We had a fabulous 

response for the Food Bank appeal and the donations were taken to the Food Bank on Wednesday afternoon – any 

donations received after Wednesday will be taken to the Brackley Food Bank on Friday. Thank you to Bethany 

Wilkins and Emma Pattenden for leading the appeal. 

We will let the school community know how much money we have raised during the week via our social media 

pages at the end of the week – thank you to everyone for your donations and generosity. 

Finally, the Extravaganza will take place during the last lesson today! Not our usual live performance but instead a 

pre – recorded film of songs, sketches and reflections. A record number of staff have got involved this year – most 

were willing – a few slightly coerced! A huge thank you to the Sixth Form for pulling this together - we really 

appreciate the time you have willingly given and with such good humour. A special thank you to Charlotte 

Underwood for not only leading the planning of the Extravaganza, but also skilfully editing the final version.  

Merry Christmas Chenderit –be positive, be kind, and be safe. 

Mrs J Rowe 



Covid symptom study 
 
A parent’s perspective… 
 
Following on from Mrs Cartwright’s information on the Covid Symptom Study last week, I was pleased 
to hear that Chenderit had signed up as a school community in supporting this important research 
project.   
  
The ‘COVID Symptom Study’ app is a not-for-profit initiative that was launched at the end of March 
2020 to support vital COVID-19 research. The app was launched by health science company ZOE 
with scientific analysis provided by King’s College London, and it is the world’s largest ongoing study 
of COVID-19. By combining anonymous reports with software algorithms, the study is able to predict 
who has the virus and so track COVID infections across the UK and now other countries.  Anonymous 
daily reporting is also being used to generate new scientific understanding of the very different 
symptoms the virus causes in different people. The study also studies the way that risks vary between 
individuals because of their own personal characteristics. There is lots more information and additional 
interesting information on https://covid.joinzoe.com/about 
  
I signed up to this app last April having heard about it on the national news.  After spending a few 
minutes initially registering my family, I now simply spend 1 minute each day logging the physical 
health of everyone in my household.  The only identifiable personal data is your postcode, and 
everything else you provide is anonymous.  It has helped me understand what the local situation is, 
and I can easily see through graph form when numbers of positive cases are increasing and, more 
importantly, decreasing …which makes me feel safer.  See screenshot below. 

I keep hearing how difficult it is to get a COVID-19 test unless you have one of the 3 government 
stated symptoms, or you lie.  By being a frequent contributor on this app, the ‘COVID Symptom Study’ 
app will invite you to test symptoms that could be related to COVID-19 even if you don’t have the 3 
stated government symptoms.  By signing your child up, the study will invite parents of children with 
symptoms to test automatically, making everything so much easier.  I was surprised by this when I 
was offered a test back in August having reported a sore throat for 3 days in a row, but no other 
symptoms of ill-health.   
  
As I write only 4 Chenderit children have been signed up out of the whole school community of nearly 
1100.  It would be beneficial to us all if everyone could register their household for this app.  The 
information shared with other parents will always be shared anonymously, i.e. your child’s identity will 
never be revealed to other parents. The type of information that would be shared includes:  

https://nam11.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fcovid.joinzoe.com%2Fabout&data=04%7C01%7C%7Cc7a6761ad0b54cf1745408d8a1d2eae6%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%7C1%7C0%7C637437274533905702%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoi


 How many parents are currently part of your child’s Bubble and School Network 
 How many children have been reported for in the past 24hrs in your child’s in-app Bubble and 

School Network 
 How many children are feeling well vs unwell in your child’s Bubble and in their school overall.  

Note that children feeling unwell do not equate to confirmed COVID-19 cases - they may be 
unwell with symptoms of other conditions) 

I believe by getting many more people to sign up to the ‘COVID Symptom Study’ app, information 
provided will provide an early warning system which can allow the school to take appropriate action to 
help protect our children, our teachers and our families.   
 
The Zoe `COVID Symptom Study` app is available via the Apple AppStore and Google Play app store. 
 
Mrs L Cavanagh  
Parent and Governor 
  



PD PSHE  

Assessment in Personal Development PSHE 

In PSHE, students are coming towards the end of their units of work and will be com-
pleting an ‘Assessed Piece of Work’. These vary in terms of what students are expected 
to do and may take place as extended homework tasks, or assessments within the class-
room. Students will have been briefed by their teachers and the work will be set on 
‘Show My Homework’. 
 
Students have, in their PD PSHE books, the criteria with which their work is assessed: 

PSHE – Effort & Resilience 

Effort and resilience will be assessed based on time investment, presentation and the 

amount of challenge the task has presented. 

  

  
  

  

  
 

Bronze 

  

 The amount of time spent on the work is below the time 

expectation. 

 More care and thought is needed with presentation. 

 There is little evidence of the work being challenging. 

 

  

  

  

Silver 

  

 The time expectation has been met. 

 The work is presented with care and thought. 

 The work has presented some challenge. 

 

  

  

  

Gold 

  

 The work is above and beyond the time expectation. 

 The work is very well presented, with care and thought. 

 The work has shown a good degree of challenge. 



PSHE – Level of Achievement 

The quality of work will be assessed based on the amount, the knowledge shown when 

answering the task, the depth and quality of the answer and the quality of the SPAG 

(spelling, punctuation and grammar) used to present the answer. 

 

  

  
  

  

  
 

Bronze 

  

 Work should be presented that addresses the task and topic. 

 Work will include simple facts. 

 Paragraphs are used correctly and there is consideration for 
the order of the paragraphs when structuring a piece of 
writing. 

 Spelling of KS2 words should be accurate and handwriting 
should be legible and fluent. 

  

  

  

  

  

 Silver 

  

 Work will be written and presented that describes good 
knowledge of the topic. 

 A wide range of sentence structures is used for deliberate 
purpose and effect. Punctuation is consistently accurate and 
is used to achieve clarity. 

 Vocabulary is sometimes ambitious and used convincingly for 
purpose and effect. Spelling, including complex regular 
words, is accurate; there may be occasional errors with irreg-
ular and ambitious words.  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

Gold 

  

 Work will be written and presented in detail i.e. making links 
to different causes and consequences or bringing in different 
evidence. 

 There is a controlled overall structure, with paragraphs and 
grammatical features used to support coherence, cohesion 
and achieve particular effects. 

 An ambitious range of sentence structures is used to shape 
meaning and create impact. Accurate punctuation is used to 
enhance clarity and achieve particular effects. 

 Vocabulary is precise, expressing complex ideas with clarity. 
Spelling of irregular and ambitious words is accurate, with 
occasional lapses.  

 



Head of Learning for Year 10  

Well here we are at the end of a long and eventful school term. Today I visited all of the Year 10 tutor 
groups during tutor time to deliver and distribute the Bronze award certificates to students who have 
achieved 50 Positive Achievement logs up until the end of last Friday. This is a task that I would normal-
ly do in an assembly with all the staff and students present, but like many other aspects of school life 
this has had to go on hold as we recognise the necessities of staying safe from Covid. It makes me very 
proud to be able to give out these certificates and talk about the achievements of our year 10 students 
this term, especially as they have faced challenges with their learning, in terms of working from home 
and undertaking virtual lessons. It is to their credit that the majority of year 10 students have shown 
resilience and determination to attend school and to get on with the job of learning; pushing forward 
with their GCSE work to ensure success at the end of year 11 with their exams.  

It is also worth reflecting on the attendance of our Year 10 students. Again, I mentioned this to the tu-
tor groups this morning, when celebrating the 47 students who had achieved 100% attendance during 
this 15 week term; a great achievement for those students. Looking back at my records I can see a fur-
ther 55 students had an attendance record of 95% or higher, which is also very commendable. I would  
like to thank parents and carers for your diligence and efforts in ensuring your children attend school 
every day, on time; it is the best way to ensure consistent learning and progress towards students 
achieving well with their coursework and exams. 

For our final count of the Positive SIM logs for students and tutor groups this term I would first like to 
congratulate Mrs Dowden who has maintained her lead at the top of the leader board with a whopping 
1311 achievement logs at the end of the autumn term. Also, a massive well done to Leah Green, who 
becomes the first student in the year group to get over the 100 Achievement log marks this week with 
a grand total of 103; superb effort Leah! Well done to all the students who have gained Achievement 
logs this week and over the term - fantastic effort! 

 

 Mrs Dowden (JLD), tutor group total = 1311 
   Leah Green – 103, Muneebah Hussain - 76, Josh Byrne - 75 
 Mr Smith (KMS), tutor group total = 1048 
   Alfie Aspinall – 61, Gabriella Illman – 58, Jasmine Watts - 57 
 Mrs Godfrey (CJD), tutor group total = 960 
   Mayah Mohammed – 63, Mia Wareing – 52, Harry Tyler – 51 
 Mr Williamson (CJW), tutor group total = 966 
   Eddie King – 69, Michael South – 65, Kaci Cooper - 54 
 Mrs Bagga/Mrs Cooper (SBB/CMC), tutor group total = 971 
   Aoife McHenry – 68, Emily Barratt – 63, Louise Clarke – 61 
 Mrs Sivyer (AMS), tutor group total = 914 
   Mia Jones – 61, Aiden Walker – 49, Pippa Bullock – 48,  

 

It just remains for me to wish all the Year 10 students, parents and carers a very Happy Christmas and a 
safe and peaceful New Year. I look forward to seeing all the Year 10 students back in school again on 
Wednesday 6th January 2021. 

Best wishes 

 

Toby Holland – Head of Learning for Year 10 



Head of Learning for Year 11 
 
Dear Parents and Carers,  
 
This week you will have received a copy of your child’s interim report detailing their Pre Public Exam results. I 
would like to say how proud I am of the students - it has been wonderful to see so many achieving and exceeding 
their target grades at this point in the academic year. I hope they are proud of their results and use this report as a 
motivator to continue to make progress in preparation for their final GCSE exams. 
 
To help support the students with their independent learning and revision they have been shown how to log on 
and use GCSE Pod. This is an online revision platform and app that provides resources for all of the GCSE subjects 
the students are studying. I have been really impressed with the level of engagement from the students with 92% 
of the year group accessing this website. I would like to congratulate the following students for streaming the high-
est amount of pods to date: 
 
Gregory Blake 75    Tom Kerry 51    Tabitha Ash 50   
Poppy Williams 48    Mubashir Hussain 47   Melissa Lewis 47 
Evan Gardner 43    Abbie Pearson 42    Orli Pinkney 42    
Grace Rutland 41 
 
Well done to all of the students who have been making use of GCSE Pod. It will be great to see if the leader board 
changes after the Christmas break! 
 
While the students prepare for the next set of Pre Public Exams in February it is important that they find some 
time this Christmas break to rest and spend time with their family. Revision is always more successful and produc-
tive if it is balanced with down time.   
 
As we approach Christmas I would like to congratulate the following students for gaining the highest amount of 
Positive Achievement SIM logs, achieved up until Friday 11th December, in each of the six Year 11 tutor groups. It 
is amazing to see students so close to achieving 100 achievement logs! Well done to all the students who have 
gained achievement logs this term - fantastic effort!  
 
 
 

 11A Mr Dhesi, tutor group total = 1144  
   Freya Bowles – 91, Olivia Quick - 90, Romeesah Azhar - 83 
 11B Mrs Rigby/Mrs Maffey, tutor group total = 1073 
   Grace Rutland – 95, Keir Stopps – 91 Tabitha Ash – 84 
 11C Mrs Millan, tutor group total = 904 
   Jacob Milsom – 70, Maisy Jones – 68, Laura Campbell - 66  
 11D Mr Hebden/Mr Reid, tutor group total = 949 
   Bronny Smith – 67, Maddie Speed – 63, Abbie Pearson – 61  
 11E Mr Kemp, tutor group total = 784 
   Lucy Maierhofer – 78, Tom Kerry - 65, Jamie Cook– 63,  
 11F Mr Gowers, tutor group total = 816  
   Rebecca Dibb – 67, Ella Shenton – 59, Alina Watts - 56  
 
 
Well done Year 11 students for all your continued effort with your studies. I would like to wish the students a Mer-
ry Christmas and I look forward to seeing them in the New Year! 
 
Best wishes, 
Miss Cramb – Head of Learning for Year 11 



Weekly Message 

Dear Parents and Carers 

The final week of term is upon us and at this time, it is 

always nice to reflect on the achievements and events 

that have taken place since the start of term in Sep-

tember (hard to believe that this was only three 

months ago!). Here are just a few highlights from this 

term: 

School council elections – our three fabulous repre-

sentatives have been leading the school council bril-

liantly – well done guys! 

New ways of working – our students have been amaz-

ing at adapting to the current climate and the use of 

technology has not slowed them down – some of our 

students have even held a virtual Q&A with Andrea 

Leadsom and online debates! 

UCAS applications have been sent off and our stu-

dents have been receiving amazing offers already. We 

have also had an increase in the number of students 

being offered interviews for Oxford and Cambridge 

this year – a massive achievement for all involved! 

Apprenticeship opportunities keep rolling out and our 

students have been using the links on Show My Home-

work to attend virtual work experience sessions to 

prepare them for this. 

Charity events have taken place throughout the term – 

events for Children in Need and Mind have all helped 

to raise substantial amounts of money for these chari-

ties – well done to everyone who donated and partici-

pated. 

Our Sixth Form Open Evening went virtual and the 

feedback from our applicants has been great – we are 

already had over 50 applications over the past four 

weeks! 

Most importantly though, the attitude of our Sixth 

Form students has been excellent. They are an amaz-

ing group of young people who are incredibly re-

sourceful and resilient, and we are proud of each one 

of them. I hope they, and you and your families all 

enjoy and restful Christmas break. 

                                                                  - Mr. B. Belstone. 

Year 12 and Year 13 PPEs 

 

Timetables for our PPEs have already given out so please 

do speak to your child to ensure they have checked these 

carefully and they know when their PPEs will take place. 

Whilst we want all students to have a restful Christmas 

break, they also need to ensure they are being productive 

and they revise for the exams. Please see below for sug-

gestions of effective revision techniques that you can sug-

gest to your child: 

 Completing more practice questions and take time 

to understand the feedback 

 Understanding where they lose marks and what 

easy fixes can be made 

 Not focusing on “competition” or on how others 

are performing 

 Using exemplar material – how can they gain the 

marks? Examiners’ reports are a useful source of 

information for this 

 Avoiding stress and negativity 

 Completing smaller chunks of revision – complete 

30 minute sessions throughout the day rather than 

hours at a time 

 Condensing knowledge down – use flashcards and 

mind maps 

 Putting phones away when revising! 

Charities Week: 

The sense of community in the Sixth Form and across 

Chenderit is something that always impresses me. Our 

students are compassionate individuals who voluntarily 

go above and beyond to support not only one another, but 

also the wider community, and that is why Charities 

Week is always so enjoyable. So far this week, events 

such as bake sales and the selling of candy canes have 

been received with enthusiasm and we will update you on 

the total amount raised by our community at the start of 

January. Well done Team Chenderit! 

Progression Routes Evening – 20th January 2021: 

Each year we invite parents and carers of our Year 12 

students in to speak to them about the progression routes 

that their child can move on to post-18. This will take 

place virtually this year and a letter with a link to 

‘attend’ the talk will be sent to you at the start of 

January. 

Chenderit Sixth Form  
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