
Headteacher’s Message 

I hope you have had the opportunity to read the letter that was sent home to all parents, carers and                

students on Wednesday of this week about next Wednesday’s industrial action and how this will affect 

students at our school. If you have not yet had the opportunity to digest our arrangements, please read 

them here; further information in regards to lesson arrangements can be found here and here. 

You may be aware that before Christmas, Northamptonshire Police visited 

our school to promote awareness of the problems surrounding knife crime in 

Northamptonshire. They brought with them a knife arch as part of their                  

initiative and students were able to engage in conversation with the Police 

about their work and discover for themselves how the arch is used. The               

student feedback from this initiative was very positive.  

In terms of using equipment such as screening arches and wands, the law 

(see link) allows the following:  

• “Schools’ statutory power to make rules on pupil behaviour and their duty as an employer to                  

manage the safety of staff, pupils and visitors enables them to impose a requirement that pupils    

undergo screening.  

Also note:  

• If a pupil refuses to be screened, the school may refuse to have the pupil on the premises. Health 

and safety legislation requires a school to be managed in a way which does not expose pupils or 

staff to risks to their health and safety and this would include making reasonable rules as a                   

condition of admittance.  

• If a pupil fails to comply, and the school does not let the pupil in, the school has not excluded the 

pupil and the pupil’s absence should be treated as unauthorised. The pupil should comply with the 

rules and attend.” 

I feel privileged that, only rarely, do we have to screen or search students;           

however, in response to the growing concern nationally about vapes and vaping in 

schools as presented in last week’s newsletter, we may use a hand-held metal                

detector in the future where we suspect that students may be in possession of such 

items. Should we find that a student has a vape in their possession, I shall have no 

hesitation in internally suspending (B6) a student for the possession of such                     

prohibited substances or articles (including “by association”). If a student is found to 

have consumed any prohibited substance on the school’s premises, I shall have no 

hesitation in suspending a student from school (B7). 

I hope I have your full support in securing a totally non-vaping school community for the benefit of us all.  
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Dates for your Calendar Next Week: 

 

 

 
 

MONDAY  Y11-12 Internal interviews this week - Sixth Form team 

TUESDAY   

WEDNESDAY  NEU day of action - partial closure of Chenderit School 

THURSDAY  Intermediate Mathematics Challenge Y9/10/11 - 76/77 

FRIDAY School Ambassadors Application Deadline 1pm - BJB 

Deadline for EXTERNAL Y12 applications 

Y8 History Belgium E.V - WLG 

SATURDAY Y8 History Belgium E.V - WLG 

SUNDAY Y8 History Belgium E.V - WLG 

30th January - 5th February 2023 

KS3 
Year 7 inter tutor group competitions. 

  

Please be advised of the next competitions to bring tutor groups together for some enjoyment and build 
some soft skills: 

• Friday 10th February - Mixed benchball 

• Friday 3rd March - Mixed volleyball 

 

Pick up from school is 4.20/ 4.30pm 

  

Bake off final to be announced. 

The points table is looking good... 

  



 

 

 

Career of the Week: Meteorologist  

Meteorologists study the weather and climate using data from the 
land, sea and atmosphere. They use computerised and                      
mathematical models to make short and long-range weather                    
forecasts and study climate patterns and conditions. They tend to 
focus on either researching or weather forecasting and will help 
different industries in aviation, agriculture, the government and 
others to make decisions based on forecasts.  
Qualifications needed: A degree in a relevant field such as          
computer science, environmental sciences, mathematics, ocean 
geography or physical geography. For research, a post-graduate 
degree such as a Masters will be required. 
Salary: Starting salaries start at around £20,500 and rise to 
£23,000 once you've successfully completed the training. 

 

 

Skills required: computing 
ability, good                      
problem-solving skills, the 
ability to write reports and                         
collaborate as part of a 
team. Strong                                  
communications skills are 
also a must!  

Music News 

Year 8 Composition Workshop 

A group of 20 Year 8 Musicians took part in a composition workshop last week, working with local                 
professional composer, Adrian Banks. Adrian shared some of his musical journey, and gave students a 
really good summary of the many career options that are available in the music industry (worth 2.4 billion 
in the U.K. in 2022). Students then worked on putting together a composition.  

The day consisted of a lot of discussion and group work. Individuals would come up with ideas, which 
groups then developed. They worked on chord sequences, bass lines, drum kit patterns, melody lines 
and lyrics. Other groups added countermelodies and solos. Students then recorded different                       
elements of the song, in a portable recording studio environment, before the song was very quickly mixed 
by Adrian during the final hour of the day. Students heard a rough mix of the song before they went 
home, and we will continue to refine this so that they can hear a final version soon. 

 

Student Quotes: 

“I enjoyed being able to experience this day because we were able to make our own music and work as a 
team and create a nice piece of music. I found that I preferred working in a team than on my own                   
because we all had really amazing ideas and I also liked that I was able to share my ideas with everyone 
and they all listened.” 

“Today I worked with others to make a song. I think it was a fun and involving activity and everyone 
worked well together.” 

“Today was really fun. For the first and second period everyone was introduced to what to do and started 
brainstorming ideas of what to put in our section and started creating some ideas. For the third and fourth 
period we started creating the lyrics and more of the instruments and brought them all together to fit once 
we recorded all of them. All together this was really fun to spend time with friends composing a song and I 
would definitely recommend this to others and do it again.” 

“In my opinion today has been a super fun day and, to be honest, I would absolutely love to do this 
again.” 



Religious Studies: 

Key Stage 3: 

As many Year 8 students have visited the Y8-9 subject fair this week I thought it would be good to                   

describe the Religious Studies Curriculum at Key Stage 4.  All students take Religious Studies up to the 

end of Year 11 and all students will study the Edexcel Religious Studies B syllabus with a focus on two 

religions: Christianity and Islam as well as Humanist and Atheist thought and ethical considerations such 

as utilitarianism and Situation Ethics.  Students will cover the following modules: 

Christian Beliefs   Muslim Belief 

Marriage and Family Life  Crime and Punishment 

Christian ways of Living  Muslim ways of Living 

Matters of Life and Death  Peace and Conflict 

The majority of students in Key Stage 4 sit a GCSE exam in the subject, adding a further GCSE to their 
results.  Religious Studies at Key Stage 4 helps students to develop analysis and evaluation skills which 
make up a large part of the curriculum as well as supporting them in answering exam questions.  If there 
are any further questions please contact Mrs Millan: hmillan@chenderit.net  

Mrs Millan - Head of RS 

 MFL Department News   

Careers Using Languages  

Have you considered how foreign language skills can be useful in your 

future career? Need any ideas? Then look no further. We are delighted 

to announce that our new display about languages and careers is now 

finished and visible in the MFL foyer. A huge thank you to Miss. Wright 

and her tutor group for their hard work in putting this together and it 

looks amazing. 

Year 8 GCSE Options Evening 

-It was wonderful to talk to so many Year 8 students and their families at the Subject Fair this week and we are 

looking forward to working with the students in the autumn.  

-We are excited about the new GCSE specifications which will be taught this September and the first exams will be 

in 2026. This is what the students will be studying:  

 

Some of the many reasons for studying a                  

language to GCSE and even A level:  

-Language learning is fun, challenging and 

rewarding (if you put in the work and stick with 

it) 

-You can discover a whole new world and                  

different cultures more easily by learning                     

languages 

-Many UK businesses are desperate for British 

employees with foreign language skills, even 

at a basic level  

-Students studying a language to GCSE or 

beyond will stand out from other applicants for jobs or places at college, apprenticeships and university  

-Students who study languages can often have access to a wider range of jobs due to have a greater range of                
employable skills. 



PSHE Personal Development – Examples of Good Work 

Key Stage 3: 

 

As part of the PSHE PD topic on ‘Staying Safe Online’ Year 7 students have written a blog. They could choose any 

topic to focus upon; but needed to make sure it was safe and that they hadn’t given away any personal information. 

They also needed to consider how to make their blogs eye-catching and engaging to the reader. 

Here is a selection of some of the excellent work students have completed: 

                                                                                      Ellis Smith 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                                          Charlotte Carpenter 

Charlie Campbell 



        

 

 

 

                                                                 Joshua Grant 

Alexandru Moldovan 



As part of the PSHE PD topic on ‘Healthy Relationships’ Year 8 students have written a 200-word article for a                

teenage website. 

Here is a selection of some of the excellent work students have completed: 

‘How to spot the signs of an unhealthy relationship’ Adam Cross 

Some signs of an unhealthy relationship are obvious, such as not talking to each other or just other forms of 

clear ignorance. Sometimes however, it may take longer to come to a realisation your relationship is unhealthy. 

If you ever get into an argument, shouting is not going to help. Speak calmly and respectfully to each other 
instead of shouting, because that is only going to lead to more complications further down the line. 
 
If you are arguing, try not to dredge up the past or use something that happened in the past against them, as 
doing this will only lead to a weaker and unhealthier relationship. It is important to, if you can’t speak calmly in 
an argument, take a break and talk later, when you would calm down more and be able to speak and                              
understand each other better. 
 
There are many different types of relationships, healthy and unhealthy, for example: friendship, romantic                          
relationship, toxic relationship, acquaintanceship, love-hate and many more. If a relationship is unhealthy, then 
you should attempt to resolve the problem, as this will lead to the best outcome of making the relationship less 
toxic and overall better. 

‘How to spot the signs of an unhealthy relationship’ Sam O’ Kearney 

An unhealthy relationship is a relationship in which there is an imbalance of power between the two people, 
usually in a controlling or abusive way for example; feeling pressured to do things, is often controlling, a lack of 
communication is often an abusive and controlling way of manipulation to get things usually after an argument, 

this is stonewalling. 

A healthy relationship is when there is a balance of power in discussion making and feelings are openly                    
communicated with no biases. Trust, honesty and respect are also equally important in any type of relationship. 
For example, if you trust somebody they are much more likely to be forgiving, helpful and kind towards you, as 
opposed to irritated and suspicious. Respecting boundaries with personal events and not demanding/expecting 

all your time to be spent together. 

Some of the key things I have learned in the 'managing conflict' is about dealing with rejection; if you get                     
rejected, moving on and not letting it take control of you is the only good thing to do in pretty much every                          
situation, a good way to do this is keeping yourself busy, to keep your mind off of it, and the pain of rejection 
can be used to improve as a person and be better. 

‘How to spot the signs of an unhealthy relationship’ Cleo Nelder 

While everyone does unhealthy things sometimes, we can all learn to love better by recognizing unhealthy 
signs and shifting to healthy behaviours. If you are seeing unhealthy signs in your relationship, it’s important to 
not ignore them and understand they can escalate to abuse. Intensity, when someone expresses very extreme 
feelings and over-the-top behaviour that feels overwhelming. Things are getting too intense if you feel like 
someone is rushing the pace of the relationship (comes on too strong, too fast) and seems obsessive about 
wanting to see you and be in constant contact. Possessiveness,when someone expresses very extreme                    
feelings and over-the-top behaviour that feels overwhelming. Things are getting too intense if you feel like 
someone is rushing the pace of the relationship (comes on too strong, too fast) and seems obsessive about 
wanting to see you and be in constant contact. They may be trying to hide something from you by not letting 
you see their phone for example. Manipulation, when someone tries to control your decisions, actions or                     
emotions. Manipulation is often hard to spot, because it can be expressed in subtle or passive-aggressive 
ways. You know you’re being manipulated if someone is trying to convince you to do things you don’t feel            
comfortable doing, ignores you until they get their way, or tries to influence your feelings. Isolation, when                 
someone keeps you away from friends, family, or other people. This behaviour often starts slowly with                     
someone asking you to spend more 1:1 time with them but can later escalate to demands that you don’t see 
certain people. Often, they will ask you to choose between them and your friends, insist that you spend all your 
time with them, or make you question your own judgement of friends and family. If you are experiencing                    
isolation, you may end up feeling like you’re dependent on your partner for love, money or acceptance. These 
are some of the ways you will now be able to tell if you have an unhealthy relationship with your partner. 



‘How to spot the signs of an unhealthy relationship’ Emma Mepham 
 
This article is about unhealthy relationships, what they would look like and how to spot the first early signs of 
an unhealthy relationship, but first of all we are going to start off by talking about healthy relationships and what 
they look like.  
Healthy Relationships 
 
 Healthy relationships should include certain characteristics.  
These include: 
• Mutual respect- Respect means that each person values and understands the other person's                          

boundaries. 
• Trust=-Partners should believe in each other and give each other the benefit of the doubt. 
• Honesty- Honesty builds trust and strengthens the relationship. 
• Compromise- Each person does not always get his or her own way and should be prepared to give and 

take. 
• Good communication- Each person should speak openly and honestly to avoid miscommunication and 

should respect each other's feelings and wishes. 
• Anger control- We all get angry but how we express anger could have a negative effect on other people 

around. 
Unhealthy Relationships 
 
Some characteristics of unhealthy relationships include: 
• Control- Controlling is when one person makes all the decisions for the other person and tells the other 

what to do, what to wear or who they spend time with. 
• Dishonesty- One person lies or keeps information and steals from the other person. 
• Disrespect- One person makes fun of their opinions or interests or destroys something belonging to the 

other person. 
• Physical violence- One person uses force to get his or her own way. This could include: hitting, slapping, 

grabbing or punching. 
 If you spot any of these signs in your relationship end it as soon as possible and/or seek out help from                       
someone that you trust. 

 
‘How to spot the signs of an unhealthy relationship’ Raheel Kashif 

 
Healthy relationships involve honesty, trust, respect and open communication between partners and they take 
effort and compromise from both people. There is no imbalance of power. Partners respect each other's                        
independence, can make their own decisions without fear of retribution or retaliation, and share decisions. 
Examples: 
• Mutual respect. Respect means that each person values who the other is and understands the other                        
person’s boundaries. 

• Trust. Partners should place trust in each other and give each other the benefit of the doubt. 

• Honesty. Honesty builds trust and strengthens the relationship. 
Compromise. In a dating relationship, each partner does not always get his or her way. Each should 
acknowledge different points of view and be willing to give and take. 
Unhealthy relationships are marked by characteristics such as disrespect and control. It is important for youth 
to be able to recognize signs of unhealthy relationships before they escalate. Some characteristics of                                
unhealthy relationships include: 

• Control. One dating partner makes all the decisions and tells the other what to do, what to wear, or who to 
spend time with. He or she is unreasonably jealous, and/or tries to isolate the other partner from his or her 
friends and family. 

• Hostility. One dating partner picks a fight with or antagonizes the other dating partner. This may lead to one 
dating partner changing his or her behaviour in order to avoid upsetting the other. 

• Dishonesty. One dating partner lies to or keeps information from the other. One dating partner steals from 
the other. 

• Disrespect. One dating partner makes fun of the opinions and interests of the other partner or destroys 
something that belongs to the partner. 

• Dependence. One dating partner feels that he or she “cannot live without” the other. He or she may                          
threaten to do something drastic if the relationship ends. 

• Intimidation. One dating partner tries to control aspects of the other's life by making the other partner                         
fearful or timid. One dating partner may attempt to keep his or her partner from friends and family or threaten 
violence or a break-up. 

• Sexual violence. One dating partner pressures or forces the other into sexual activity against his or her will 
or without consent 



KS4 
Head of Learning for Year 11 letter 

 

Dear Parents and Carers, 

Once again, the pace of each week seems to gallop by and the Christmas break is already feeling like a 
distant memory. I hope you do not feel that it is a little late to wish you all a Happy New Year but this is 
my first opportunity of the term. 

 

Year 11 Subject Parents Evening 

It was lovely to see so many students and parents attend the Year 11 Subject Parents Evening last 
Thursday. Many parents I spoke to appreciated the opportunity to talk to their child’s subject teachers 
face-to-face and to discuss the progress that their child had made since the last Interim Report went 
home at the end of term in December. I hope that your appointments were useful and a clear picture of 
educational support continues to exist between home and school; especially with the next round of                  
pre-public exams (PPEs) on the horizon and ongoing coursework in most subjects to complete this term. 
Please continue to contact your child’s subject teachers directly by email if you have any concerns,                
moving through this term, regarding preparation for exams or the completion of coursework. 

 

Second round of Pre-Public Exams 

The next round of PPEs will start on Monday 6th February and run for one week, finishing on Friday 10th 
February, which is the day students break up for half term. Students will only sit exams in English, Maths, 
Science and Geography. Students will have been preparing for these exams during taught lessons and 
by revising at home. 

 

Once again, can I ask that parents and carers discuss these forthcoming PPEs with their child and help 
them to prepare in the best possible ways. The following good home revision habits used over the next 
two weeks will help your child stay healthy and on top of their revision: 

• A measured and co-ordinated approach to revising for each exam over the two weeks leading up to 

the exams. Students will need to create their own revision timetable to help them stay organised and 

less stressed about when they should spend time revising. Please contact your child’s tutor or myself 

if you need advice on the best revision strategies they can use. Each student responds to different 

types of revision styles - one strategy does not suit every student, they need to try out different                   

methods and find the ones that work well for them. 

• Plenty of sleep so that students can cope with their exams each day and the recall of information 

needed to do well in them. 

• A calm and quiet environment to work and revise in at home with little/no distractions. 

• Request mobile phones are handed to you to look after to avoid the temptation of students peeking in 

to apps, YouTube videos or catching up with friends. 

• A good diet of sensible foods to give them the energy needed to perform well. 

• Plenty of water to keep them hydrated; avoiding sugary soft drinks and high caffeine drinks which do 

not help keep a clear head. 



 

Passport to Success – part 2 

 

In last Friday’s year group assembly, I launched the spring term ‘Passport to Success – part 2’ initiative. 
This competition aims to encourage and motivate Year 11 students with their NEA coursework,                       
preparations for the forthcoming PPEs and final summer public exams.  

Students will carry an A5 booklet with them each day and gain staff signatures as evidence of a variety of 
extra learning opportunities being taken and completed e.g. voluntarily attending an after-school                   
workshop in one of their timetabled subjects to support revision. When the booklet of 25 signatures is 
completed it will go into a prize draw for a 1st, 2nd and 3rd placed prize of Amazon Gift Cards worth up to 
£50! The competition will run for the rest of the spring term with the final draw being made in the last                 
assembly before the Easter break.  

Please keep an eye out for your child bringing one of the Passport to Success cards home and                              
encourage them in their endeavours to gain as many of their teachers’ signatures as possible to be able 
to enter the prize draw.  

 

Extra-curricular provision 

 

As referred to in my introduction to the Passport to Success competition above, all year 11 students will 
have an increased opportunity to attend a range of GCSE Subject Support Workshops that each                          
Department will be running after school throughout the spring term. A revised timetable of each                              
departments after school subject support workshops follows my letter and allows you to see which                        
subjects are offering workshops on different days of the week.  

The workshops are designed to help Year 11 students with their revision for the forthcoming PPEs,                   
ongoing NEA coursework commitments and preparations for the final summer exams. Most workshops 
and after school classes run straight after school for approximately one hour, with the exception of                   
Mondays when many staff are engaged in other calendared meetings. Please discuss with your child 
which of the voluntary subject support workshops they would like to attend as it could be an ideal way of 
kick-starting their revision and preparation for the pre-public exams in two weeks’ time. Please email your 
child’s subject teacher, if you would like to know more about the content of a specific Departments                   
workshops that your child could attend this term. It would also be a great opportunity for parents to                      
remind their child that by attending a voluntary workshop they will be able to have their Passport to                    
Success signed by the teacher which counts towards being entered into the draw for the Amazon Gift 
Cards at the end of the spring term. 

I think that you will agree that there is a lot going on this term for our Year 11 students. Please continue 
to support your child at home in all the ways described above and please contact myself, tutors, subject 
teachers or Heads of Departments if you have any questions about how we can all support your child in 
this important term with their ongoing completion of coursework and preparations for the PPEs. 

 

Best wishes 

Toby Holland 

Head of Learning for Year 11 

 



 

GCSE subject support workshops for Year 11 students – Spring Term 2023  

The after-school workshops tabled below are exclusively designed to support our Year 11 students with their coursework requirements in a range of GCSE 

subjects. Staff from curriculum departments will run bespoke workshops to allow groups of students to gain guidance with specific aspects of their                               

coursework and advice and practice on preparations for PPE’s and final exams. Students should alert the member of staff running workshops that they intend 

to attend on a certain date so that staff know how many students will be attending. The student is responsible for making their own travel arrangements 

home following attending a workshop. 

Day Activity Times Location Description 

Monday None available     Due to calendared weekly meetings cycle for teaching 
staff. 

          

  
Tuesday 

Homework Club 3.00 – 4.05 IT2 Access to computers and on-line resources are                  
available to support Year 11 students who wish to 
remain after school to complete homework or course-
work in a quiet environment.  A member of staff is also 
available to support students. 

  Business Studies 3.00 – 4.00 Room 73 An invite-only session for Year 11 students looking at 
specific revision topics, led by Mrs Dowden and Miss 
Willett. 

 Music 3.00 – 4.00 Music 2 Students can receive support with composition course-
work, and can also record their performance recitals. 

 Drama 
  

3.00 – 4.00 MU2/1 GCSE coursework support offered to students. Must be 
booked with teachers prior to the day. MJP/CDH. 

 Design and Technology NEA extension and 
catch-up 

3.00 – 4.30 Technology 
Rooms 10, 
11, 12, 13 

GCSE Design and Technology NEA (coursework) and 
catch-up activities for GCSE students. 

 Food Preparation and Nutrition NEA exten-
sion and catch-up 

3.00 – 4.30 Food 
Technology 

Rooms 14 & 15 

GCSE Food Preparation and Nutrition NEA 
(coursework) and catch-up activities for GCSE students. 

 Year 11 Additional Maths course 3.15 – 4.15 Maths Additional Maths – an invite only course with a focus on 
A-Level content. There is also a potential exam at the 
end of year 11 on this content. 

 Art 3.15 – 4.15 Room 18 - LLC 
Room 19 - TTC 

A chance for GCSE Art students to work independently 
in the department on their practical coursework projects. 
Staff help is available. 

  French 3.00 – 4.00 Room 39 Revision workshop for Year 11 students with Mr Kemp. 

  Science 3.00 – 4.00 Rooms 21 - 27 Revision workshops for Physics, Chemistry and Biology 

          

  
Wednesday 

Homework Club 3.00 – 4.00 IT2 Access to computers and on-line resources are                 
available to support Year 11 students who wish to 
remain after school to complete homework or course-
work in a quiet environment.  A member of staff is also 
available to support students. 

 English Literature NTP 3.00 - 4.00 Room 32 and room 35 An invite-only session, with a focus on revision of 
literature topics. 

 Art 3.00 – 4.15 Room 18 - LLC 
Room 19 - TTC 

A chance for GCSE Art students to work independently 
in the department on their practical coursework projects. 

 Music 
Coursework Support 

3.00 – 4.00 Music 2 Students can receive support with composition course-
work, and can also record their performance recitals. 

  Religious Studies 3.00 – 4.00 Room 47 Revision workshop for Year 11 students 

  Science 3.00 – 4.00 Rooms 21 - 27 Revision workshops for Physics, Chemistry and Biology 

          

  
Thursday 

Homework Club 3.00 – 4.00 IT2 Access to computers and on-line resources are                  
available to support Year 11 students who wish to 
remain after school to complete homework or                   
coursework in a quiet environment.  A member of staff is 
also available to support students. 

 Year 11 extra Maths support workshops 3.15 – 4.15 Maths teaching classrooms Extra Maths support for Year 11 students led by Mr 
Byford, Mrs McMahon and Mr Smith. 

 Design and Technology NEA extension and 
catch-up 

3.00 – 4.30 Technology Rooms 10, 11, 12, 
13 

GCSE Design and Technology NEA (coursework) and 
catch-up activities for GCSE Year 11 students. 

 Art 3.15 – 4.15 Room 18 - LLC 
Room 19 - TTC 

A chance for GCSE Art students to work independently 
in the department on their practical coursework projects. 
Staff help available. 

 Business Studies 3.00 - 4.00 Room 73 An invite-only session for Year 11 students looking at 
specific revision topics, led by Mrs Dowden and Miss 
Willett. 

 Media Studies 3.00 – 4.00 Room 70 Drop in for GCSE Year 11 students. 

  History 3.00 – 4.00 Room 40, 41, 42 An invite-only session for Year 11 History students 
looking at specific revision topics, led by Mr Gowers. 

  Religious Studies 3.00 – 4.00 Room 47 ‘Brew and review’ – revision opportunity for GCSE and 
A level students. 

  German 3.10 – 4.10 Room 37 Revision workshop for Year 11 students with Mr                
Williamson. 

  Science 3.00 – 4.00 Rooms 21 - 27 Revision workshops for Physics, Chemistry and Biology 

         

Friday Homework Club 3.00 – 4.00 IT2 Access to computers and on-line resources are               
available to support Year 11 students who wish to 
remain after school to complete homework or                    
coursework in a quiet environment. 

 Food Preparation and Nutrition NEA exten-
sion and catch-up 

3.00 – 4.00 Food 
Technology 

Rooms 14 &15 

GCSE Food Preparation and Nutrition NEA 
(coursework) and catch-up activities for GCSE students. 

 Art 3.15 – 4.15 Room 18 - LLC 
Room 19 - TTC 

A chance for GCSE Art students to work independently 
in the department on their practical coursework projects. 
Staff help is available. 





Key stage 4 Design and Technology news 

Last week the year 9 students continued to utilise their skills and knowledge of woods, metals and                  

plastics and worked hard to finish manufacturing their clocks with Mr Holland and Miss Pilot. Lottie Tims 

9A deserves a special mention for going above and beyond to make sure her detailed clock was                          

completed in time, and for helping other students to assemble their clock mechanisms.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Students have also been developing their drawing, presentation, 

and CAD/CAM skills with Mrs Adams to take forward into their 

upcoming NEAs. Mrs Adams has been working with her year 9 

and 10 students to test the limits of the 3D printer so that                       

students can bring their design ideas to life. The 3D printer has 

been kept busy printing personalised key tags for year 9                       

students, board game counters for year 10 students, and some 

miniature creatures!  

Clocks by                       
Lottie Tims 
and Olly                   
Ormond  9A 

Religious Studies 

 

Key Stage 4: 

Revision, Revision, Revision! 

This week Miss Pigott and myself have been reminding Year 11 students of the revision opportunities 

available for Religious Studies.  A variety of GCSE podcasts have been made available to students on 

GCSE pod which have also been shared on google classrooms.  Students have access to the kerboodle 

resource, a fantastic tool available to students in Key stage 4 to help with homework and revision.                         

Finally, after school revision classes begin next week with revision with Mrs Millan on Wednesday from                  

3-4 and ‘Brew and Review’ on Thursday which is open to Year 11, 12 and 13 students.  Brew and review 

allows students to revise with Miss Pigott and myself whilst having a cup of tea and a biscuit! 

We look forward to seeing you! 

 

Mrs Millan 



Year 10 GCSE Drama Superstars! 

  

Year 10 have completed their final devised performance exam this week with excellent final pieces as a 
result!  They have worked extremely hard since September to produce high-quality practical and written 
work, and both Mrs Jackson-Pate and Mrs Haywood are extremely proud of what they have all 
achieved.  They have supported one another throughout the process exceptionally well and are a very 
focused and driven class with their written coursework reflected equal efforts too.  Well Done!  

  

 Here are a few examples of this week’s homework submission where students have reflected on the         
devising process and their journey: 



Health and Social Care 

KS4 

Year 9 - Hopefully all parents received an email from the Health and Social Care department last week 

explaining about the piece of coursework the students are starting (RO33 Supporting Individuals Through 

Life Events). They will soon be asking members of your family if they can interview you (if they haven’t 

already!).  

This can be done face to face or online (eg Facetime). They will also be required 

to take a photo of themselves interviewing their person (faces of the interviewee 

can be blanked out) so that we can see that the 

interview has taken place. Last year, we had 

photos taken on phones of people facetiming 

grandparents, aunts and uncles. This photo goes 

no further than your child’s teacher but it is                 

required by the exam board that we have seen a 

picture of the interview being completed. 

 

Year 10 - Our Year 10 students are working on RO35 Health Promotion Campaigns and are studying a 

section on Current Health Promotion Challenges. Mrs Lester’s class were given a challenge to research 

current public health challenges (e.g. obesity, poor mental health, alcohol) and 

then they presented their findings to the rest of the class. This is good practice for 

the students as they have will have to present the campaign that they will soon 

be planning for their RO35 coursework. This has enabled us to speak about                         

effective communication skills  

 

Our Year 11 students have now moved onto their final piece of coursework and 

Mrs Lester’s class have been learning about what the difference between risks 

and hazards are. This will lead to students undertaking a risk assessment based on a nursery, child         

minder, creche or play school where they will explain what risks and hazards there are in the nursery and 

then explain how these risks and hazards can be minimised. If any of our parents work in a nursery/

creche or child mind and can spare an hour to come into the school to chat to our students about how 

they ensure risks are minimised and also how their nursery is set up then we would be grateful. If you are 

able to do this please contact myself tlester@chenderit.net  

 

 

 

mailto:tlester@chenderit.net


 MFL Department News   

 

Y11 Speaking PPEs this week  

Year 11 have been completing their second PPE speaking tests this week and we are very proud of them.  

Some students have performed very well and we wish to congratulate them:  

• Milo Short- German  

• Neave Hayn- German                        

• Harry Simpkins -German  

• Sacha Bayford- German 

• Chloe Edwards- French 

• Amelie North-French 

• Hugh Pope- French 

• Alfie Smith- French 

• Charlie Cubitt-O’Neill-French 

 

 

Celebrating Students’ Work  

In Year 9, students in Miss Wright’s German groups have rounded off their latest module by creating posters about 

their ‘Traumschule’ (Dream school)- some great ideas and impressive work from these classes!’ 

 



 

On Tuesday 17th January, the Year 11 geographers went on a day 
visit to inner city Birmingham to collect data and evaluate the                   
success of recent regeneration schemes.  

Our syllabus requires students to complete a piece of urban                        
fieldwork in a dynamic city for their paper 2 exam. They have to                  
examine two contrasting areas of the city, evaluate the                                 
redevelopment schemes and assess the impacts on quality of life.  

We started in the Broad Street redevelopment area examining      
Brindley Place, the ICC, library, Gas Street Basin and the current 
Paradise redevelopment. 

Students carried out environmental surveys, pedestrian counts,                 
perception, quality of life and crime surveys and questionnaires. The 
weather was clear and bright, but it was exceptionally cold, so                     
people did not hang around and were a little reluctant to answer 
questionnaires for our students!  

Our second site for investigation was Eastside. This area contains 

Millennium Point with the Think Tank Museum and the City of                          

Birmingham University. It is also the site where HS2 will come into 

the city. This site provided a stark contrast to the Broad Street area 

as it has a lot of construction and deprivation in the area.   

 

 



Key Stage 4: 
 
In Year 11, students have been looking at County Lines. On the last extended project day students were producing 
posters highlighting some of the key messages; 



6th Form 



 

Weekly Message 
Dear Parents and Carers 

I firmly believe that in order to effectively support our 

students throughout their studies within the Sixth 

Form, and to ensure that they are fully informed of 

their choice of destination post-18, a strong                           

partnership has to be formed between the school,                 

parents and carers, and the students themselves.  

The past two weeks have been an excellent example 
of this with our Post-18 Progression Routes evening 
and Student Finance evening taking place. This has 
been the first time since 2020 that we have been 
able to hold these evenings in person again, and I 
would like to say thank you to all who attended and 
gave us such fantastic feedback afterwards. It is this 
commitment to ensuring your child is engaged in 
searching for an appropriate and suitable destination 
that helps to make our Sixth Form an effective and 
enjoyable place to be. As parents, carers, teachers 
and students are all ‘on the same page’, we are                  
collectively striving for the best, meaning that the                
potential for your child to exceed their own                      
expectations is always at the forefront of all that we 
do. 

                                                         - Mr. B. Belstone. 

UCAS Update 

The UCAS deadline has passed this week, with all 

students meeting the 25
th
 January equal                                

consideration deadline. We are incredibly proud of 

our Sixth Formers and the work they have put in to 

meet this deadline, and the dedication and                                 

enthusiasm they have put in to completing their                     

applications. Our Year 13 students are a fantastic 

group of students and, after starting the application 

process last April, they have now completed it with 

final checks taking place with myself and Mrs Rowe 

since September. Our trend of increasing number of 

applicants for the past few years has continued, with 

79% of our cohort submitting an application in this 

cycle. 

Students are still able to apply through UCAS if they 

would like to, so please speak with the Sixth Form 

Team if you have any questions. 

The offers are rolling in already and we have                        

students who have been offered places at a vast                 

array of different institutions, and in a range of                     

competitive courses across the country. Many                     

students are having interviews and we wish them all 

the very best of luck as they continue to complete 

these. Well done to all! 

Attendance 

If your child is absent, please can parents ensure that 

they contact the school’s attendance line (01295 

711567; option 1; text: 07860 095542) or email 

ksmith@chenderit.net and attendance@chenderit.net 

to inform us of their absence. Students cannot email 

in to authorise their own absences and we will                

require confirmation from parents and carers before                         

authorising any absences. Thank you for your                   

support with this. 

Tutor Time Overview 

Our Year 12 tutor groups have spent time looking at 
the impacts of driver awareness and accountability. 
This builds upon our key theme of accountability from 
last week and will allow our students to appreciate 
the impacts that their own decisions and the                       
decisions of others can have whilst driving.  

We are continuing to prepare our Year 13 students 
for their next steps after they have completed their 
examinations in the summer by looking at the skills 
they will need at university or when they are in                     
employment and have moved away from home. This 
work will include key information on budgeting,                    
cooking, coping with stress and promoting positive 

mental health. 

Year 13 Student Finance Evening – 25th Janu-
ary 2023 

Thank you to all parents, carers and students who 

attended our Student Finance evening earlier this 

week. The resources from the talk were sent home to 

all Sixth Form students and their parents and carers 

earlier this week if you were unable to attend. 

Student Finance and the application process is one 

which is completed independently and the Sixth 

Form are not able to see or check applications, so 

please do use the resources provided to support you 

and your child when completing and submitting an 

application.  

Applications are usually able to be submitted from 

late February/early March onwards for students who 

are starting university in September/October 2023, 

and the deadline to ensure payments are made by 

this date will be around 19
th
 May 2023. 

mailto:ksmith@chenderit.net
mailto:attendance@chenderit.net


Health and  Social Care 

KS5 

 

We were lucky enough to welcome Mrs Zoe Lewis into school to speak to our                        
current Sixth Form Health and Social Care students. Mrs Lewis talked to year 12                        
students about her pathway to becoming a radiographer. It gave an                        
insightful look at the different options to reaching a career goal. Mrs Lewis talked 
about the different areas of radiography and her own specialism within her role and 
shared some images that students found interesting.  All of the students listened      
respectfully and some really good questions were asked. As the year 12 students 
will be moving on to study anatomy and physiology in the summer, this talk has                  
given an insight into some of the area they will be studying. 

Social Science Department 

The Psychology Court Trip 

 

In Psychology, as part of the ‘psychology in the courtroom’ 

module, year 13 students had the opportunity to visit the 

Crown Courts in Oxford. Students were able to sit in the public 

gallery and see real court cases in action. This allowed them 

the chance to apply psychological knowledge learnt in the 

classroom to a real-life venue. Despite a few train                          

cancellations initially, a great day was had by all!  

 
 

Literary Focus: Prisoners of Geography,  

Tim Marshall  

The Silk Roads (2015) is a comprehensive history of the 
world focusing on the networks of trade that shaped it. 
The networks of trade first established in ancient Persia 
and later linked with Chinese trade routes created a 
great network between the East and the West. But these 
Silk Roads are not relics of the past. They have                    
morphed and changed, and their impact can be felt                  
today, right down to America’s engagement in the                   
region. An excellent read with links to various themes 
explored in the A Level course including globalisation 
and critiques of Eurocentrism.  



Other information 
 

https://forms.office.com/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=o7rK2ZF060ieRqbnkqo_RSE60pKTmKhFqq7PXEIMcRdURU41SlgwUDMwT0dJT0JUMFRNTk5UREY2OSQlQCN0PWcu&wdLOR=cC4DB72C5-D31A-466A-BAA8-5A9A241E6FFD
https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/vaccinations/3-in-1-teenage-booster/
https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/vaccinations/men-acwy-vaccine/




SFX Theatrical Make-up Workshop with: 
Bethany Beats Smith https://www.bethanybeatssmith.co.uk/sfx-makeup

Thursday 9th Feb 2-6pm - Drama Studio - £15 via parentpay
Limited spaces available to Drama students and those interested in Theatrical Design. 
Please speak to/email Ms Jackson-Pate for further information and to collect a letter. 
mjackson-pate@chenderit.net

Music News 

Orchestral Playing Day 

 

It was really pleasing to be able to return to our Orchestral Playing Day, after not being able to run this for 

the past three years. Instrumentalists from some of our feeder primary schools joined some of our                        

musicians for the day to work on some pieces together. A major theme for the day was ‘improvisation’, 

and two of the pieces were composed by the students in our sessions together. It was lovely to finish with 

a short concert to visiting parents. A big thank you to the students from Chenderit who helped to run the 

day: 

• Lucy Reeder 

• Meredith Short 

• Sam Sellick 

• Molly Lifely 

• Charles Pearson 

• Ben Robinson 

 

MTS 

MTS rehearsals have re-started, following a short break after Treasure Island. All students are welcome, 

so please feel free to come along and try it out if you are interested. We meet in the Lecture Theatre from 

3.00 until 4.30 every Thursday. There is also a technical team, who get involved in creating props,                 

costumes, set, lighting and sound, so if you do not want to be on the stage, but would like to get involved 

with this side of the theatre, you are very welcome to join us. 



Children’s Mental Health Week 2023 will  
take place from 6th-12th February 2023.  
 
 

                                          This year’s theme is ‘Let’s Connect’.  
 
‘Let’s Connect’ is about making meaningful connections. People thrive in communities, and this 
connection is vital for our wellbeing. When we have healthy connections – to family, friends and 
others – this can support our mental health and our sense of wellbeing.  
For Children’s Mental Health Week 2023, children are being encouraged to connect with others 
in healthy, rewarding and meaningful ways, through the national ‘Place2Be’ organisation and 
also the Northamptonshire ‘Talk Out Loud’ programme. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
At Chenderit all students will be engaged in discussion and activities about mental health during 
their Tutorial Personal development during Child Mental Health Week and there will also in a                 
programme of workshops, which students will be encouraged to participate 
in, designed to connect them to others. 

 

 

Children’s Mental  
Health Week 

Students can 

sign up for a 

workshop from 

the link to the 

google form                 

below, or by 

scanning the QR 

Code. They will 

also be                              

receiving                        

information 

about how to 

book through 

several sources 

at school.  

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSdgI-tKz701fmxNlq0se3wCkCcXxnHmmXgiYO2pO3XjrX-hhg/
viewform?usp=pp_url  

https://www.place2be.org.uk/  
https://
www.asknormen.co.uk/

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSdgI-tKz701fmxNlq0se3wCkCcXxnHmmXgiYO2pO3XjrX-hhg/viewform?usp=pp_url
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSdgI-tKz701fmxNlq0se3wCkCcXxnHmmXgiYO2pO3XjrX-hhg/viewform?usp=pp_url
https://www.place2be.org.uk/
https://www.asknormen.co.uk/talk-out-loud/
https://www.asknormen.co.uk/talk-out-loud/






 

 



 

SCHOOL TRANSPORT 

Dedicated School Transport is mainly operated by Cheney Travel Coaches for Chenderit School. It is 

vital that only those students who have been authorised to travel on the dedicated school                  

services operated by Cheney Travel and other transport services (such as taxi companies) and 

have an authorised travel pass, use the dedicated transport services. It has been reported that on 

occasions other students travel on these services without a pass. This makes their travel illegal as 

they are not formally insured to travel. (As with a car, no authorised insurance makes the journey      

illegal). Only those students with an approved travel pass for their specific route are allowed to travel 

on dedicated school transport services. Thank you. 

If you require any further information please see the information below from NCC. 



 

    How to turn teenagers into successful young professionals  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Invitation For Parents: 

Success Beyond School 

We are delighted to announce the first events in our Success 

Beyond School series for 2023. These are live online seminars 

featuring career experts, designed to help parents amplify 

their children’s career potential. The events are for parents 

and are free to attend. 

 

1st February: Communicating With Confidence 

How to develop children to become strong communicators 

 

15th March: Engineer Your Future 

VIEW & REGIS-

TERVIEW & 

REGIS- TER 

Please forward this email to parents so they can 

register their places now. 

VIEW & REGISTER 

PDF of this email 

Summer Career Experiences in London 

We are now more than 50% full for our flagship summer career experiences 

in London so interested students should book their places as soon as 

possible. 

SUMMER EXPERIENCES: 
AGES 15-18 

SUMMER EXPERIENCES: 
AGES 12-14 

National Apprenticeship Week 6-12 February 2023 

 

  

It’s National Apprenticeship Week 6-12 February 2023. 
Parents tend to be less familiar with the apprenticeship 
route to careers, so here’s a link to The Parents’ Guide 
to National Apprenticeships Week 2023. It covers why 
apprenticeships could be a first rate career-path for your 
teen and includes information from: 

  

• The Parents’ Guide to 

• Amazing Apprenticeships 

• HM Government’s – Get The Jump 

• National Apprenticeship Events 

  

 

https://investin.us6.list-manage.com/track/click?u=42ef3d3a89e86b8375cadb9aa&id=27d4ad342d&e=0a7db0b691
https://investin.us6.list-manage.com/track/click?u=42ef3d3a89e86b8375cadb9aa&id=3f9b4215c4&e=0a7db0b691
https://investin.us6.list-manage.com/track/click?u=42ef3d3a89e86b8375cadb9aa&id=5ded970e76&e=0a7db0b691
https://investin.us6.list-manage.com/track/click?u=42ef3d3a89e86b8375cadb9aa&id=5ded970e76&e=0a7db0b691
https://investin.us6.list-manage.com/track/click?u=42ef3d3a89e86b8375cadb9aa&id=5ded970e76&e=0a7db0b691
https://investin.us6.list-manage.com/track/click?u=42ef3d3a89e86b8375cadb9aa&id=5ded970e76&e=0a7db0b691
https://investin.us6.list-manage.com/track/click?u=42ef3d3a89e86b8375cadb9aa&id=5ded970e76&e=0a7db0b691
https://investin.us6.list-manage.com/track/click?u=42ef3d3a89e86b8375cadb9aa&id=5ded970e76&e=0a7db0b691
https://investin.us6.list-manage.com/track/click?u=42ef3d3a89e86b8375cadb9aa&id=5ded970e76&e=0a7db0b691
https://investin.us6.list-manage.com/track/click?u=42ef3d3a89e86b8375cadb9aa&id=d394794bac&e=0a7db0b691
https://investin.us6.list-manage.com/track/click?u=42ef3d3a89e86b8375cadb9aa&id=fc5d550127&e=0a7db0b691
https://investin.us6.list-manage.com/track/click?u=42ef3d3a89e86b8375cadb9aa&id=fc5d550127&e=0a7db0b691
https://investin.us6.list-manage.com/track/click?u=42ef3d3a89e86b8375cadb9aa&id=e7f8ce1a70&e=0a7db0b691
https://investin.us6.list-manage.com/track/click?u=42ef3d3a89e86b8375cadb9aa&id=e7f8ce1a70&e=0a7db0b691
https://investin.us6.list-manage.com/track/click?u=42ef3d3a89e86b8375cadb9aa&id=5ded970e76&e=0a7db0b691
https://investin.us6.list-manage.com/track/click?u=42ef3d3a89e86b8375cadb9aa&id=d394794bac&e=0a7db0b691
https://investin.us6.list-manage.com/track/click?u=42ef3d3a89e86b8375cadb9aa&id=e7f8ce1a70&e=0a7db0b691
https://investin.us6.list-manage.com/track/click?u=42ef3d3a89e86b8375cadb9aa&id=fc5d550127&e=0a7db0b691
https://www.theparentsguideto.co.uk/whats-next
https://www.theparentsguideto.co.uk/whats-next




PE and School Sport News (w/b 23rd January) 

 

January has started with some very pretty scenes outside but, wow, has it 

been COLD!!! 

As a result, most of our school sports fixtures (and even training sessions) 

have been cancelled or postponed which has been a shame - thanks to 

students and families for patience and understanding when we are                    

messaging to keep you all informed. 

Y7 boys’ indoor athletics:  

Our Y7 boys team performed brilliantly in the South Northants indoor                   

athletics competition at MCS Brackley recently. We shall share results 

when they come through! 

Y7 girls’ indoor athletics:  

Our girls’ team also performed brilliantly at Sponne School in their district 

championships recently. Results will be shared when they come through, but there were standout                   

performances from Lydia Skyrme who won the 4 lap individual sprint and Breeze Bailey who won the 6 

lap sprint! Well done to all - this bodes well for the outdoor athletics season in the summer! 

Y7 girls’ netball:    

Game 1 - Played Sibford lost 4 -19 

Game 2 - Played Gosford lost 26 - 3 

Y8 girls’ netball:  

Game 1 - Played Sibford, in their first game and lost 29 - 0 

Game 2 - Played Gosford won 6 - 5  

Y9 girls’ football:  

Game 1 v Warriner postponed due to the weather. 

Game 2 v Gosford was played on Tuesday 24th January. We have a brilliant squad of footballers in Y9 

who are talented and as keen as mustard! We had a bit of a shock to be playing 5-a-side vs Gosford     

having expected 9-a-side and the girls took a bit of adjusting to the cold and playing conditions. Trying to 

keep everyone warm and involved was a challenge but the girls were brilliant. We lost the fixture but have 

learned a lot about positioning and playing to patterns. Onwards and upwards!!! 

 

Sports 



Boys’ football Ys 7-10: 

We are very much hoping that the freezing weather thaws through the week and we can start our 

planned fixtures as soon as possible! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Rugby success! 

 

Congratulations Archie Griffin (Y9) on being selected for Northampton Saints Developing Player Pathway 

programme. On the back of some hard work at Banbury Rugby club he was put forward in collaboration 

with the club and school before Christmas and he has continued to justify his nomination. A try scoring, 

winning week for BRFC was capped by the great news that he has been selected and will train with the 

squad in readiness for a festival in May involving Warwickshire, Bucks, Gloucester and other Oxfordshire 

teams. 

Well done Archie!!! 

 

 

Summer was lucky enough to meet para athlete Jon White at her Awards evening. 

Summer came second in her age group for most points scored in national races this year. 

Jon gave an inspirational speech about overcoming problems, forgiving others (and yourself) and, more 

importantly, accepting who you are and what you can do. 

Jon has completed many high profile races including the DW (125 miles) at national level in K1 and K2 

paddlers and now starts a new adventure in surf ski. 

 


