
Headteacher’s Message 

 

 

This week I would like to share a message from Mr P Taylor, Deputy Headteacher responsible for the curriculum 

and assessment: 

“Students in year 11 and year 13 are now completing the work that will provide evidence for their Teacher          

Assessed Grades.  In a normal year, this is the part of the course when they would be working hard revising, and 

completing timed essays and practice assessments, in preparation for their final exams. 

For students, this is a busy time, with lots of information to process and manage, but there is always a very clear 

positive impact on learning at this stage of the year.  At the end of a course students are able to make              

connections and grasp ideas in a more holistic way than they did earlier: things fall into place, and skills that have 

been developed over many years are refined. 

While students, staff and families have worked hard to cover our intended curriculum over the last year, the one 

thing we have been unable to do is offer the regular in-class assessments, face-to-face, with everyone working to 

the same time limits in the same conditions.  Studies over many years have shown that this is one of the most 

effective ways of consolidating learning.  Therefore, for students who will go on to study a subject next year, at 

college or in school, this process of revising and being tested is invaluable in preparing them for the next stage.   

This year, of course, these end-of-course in-class assessments have the added significance of providing            

evidence for the TAGs.  By sitting a number of these tests as formal exams, we can be sure we are assessing 

students in the way they would normally be assessed, and we know that we are able to offer access                    

arrangements to those who are eligible for them. 

From 10
th
 – 21

st
 May year 11 and 13, and a few year 12 students will be sitting exams in the hall.  They will also 

have in-class assessments at any time up to half-term, in order to ensure we have as much evidence of what 

students can do as possible.  From what has been done and marked so far, staff have already seen evidence of 

good work done in class tests, and we wish students well for continued success. 

For students in year 12 and year 10, end-of-year assessments will take place after half-term: further details will 
follow shortly.” 

Wishing students, staff and our wider Chenderit community an enjoyable bank holiday weekend.  



Head of Learning for Year 10 letter  

Dear parents and carers of Year 10 students, 

It always makes me feel proud when I hear of Year 10 students being praised for displaying effort, commitment 

and enthusiasm by their subject teachers for the work they have produced. It was pleasing to read of so many of 

our Year 10 students being mentioned in last week’s edition of Keep In-Touch magazine in recognition of their 

efforts in a variety of subject areas, including Maths, German and the Speaking and Listening exams for English.  

Only last week I was invited by Mrs Jackson-Pate (Head of Drama) to visit the Drama Studio to watch one of the 

Year 10 groups delivering a performance they had prepared as a piece of coursework for their GCSE. The           

atmosphere and tension created within the performance were superb and all of the students were working hard 

together to deliver a great piece of drama. As a Head of Learning it was fantastic to see the Year 10 students 

showing a range of creative skills and showing a different side to their personality that I may have not witnessed 

before. It reminded me again that our Year 10 students are full of surprises, talents and skills that are supported 

by their hard work and effort to produce great results and performances. Congratulations to those students who 

were delivering their performance when I visited, but also to those other groups who I was not able to stay and 

watch. I look forward to being invited again to see the next round of performances and wish the students good 

luck with their ongoing GCSE coursework. 

As I make my visits to various groups of Year 10 students in their lessons I am really encouraged by the hard work 
and effort that the majority of students are displaying, and with Pre-Public Exams on the horizon at the end of 
the summer term, this is an indication of how seriously many Year 10 students are taking their studies.  

As we head towards the mid-point of the summer term I would like to congratulate the following students for 
gaining the highest amount of Positive Achievement SIM logs, achieved up until Friday 23rd April, in each of the 
six Year 10 tutor groups. Well done to Mrs Dowden who tops the leader board with a whopping 1850           
Achievement logs. Well done to all the students who have gained Achievement logs so far since the start of the 
summer term; fantastic effort! By the Half Term break I would like to be signing a lot more of the Gold                 
certificates (for 100 Positive achievement logs) and recognising the continued fantastic effort and achievement 
of our Year 10 students.  

A. Mrs Dowden (JLD), tutor group total = 1850 
Lily Trussler – 168, Abbie-Jo Sutton – 149, Leah Green- 134 

B. Mr Smith (KMS), tutor group total = 1580 
Jasmine Watts – 165, Gabriella Illman – 97, Alfie Aspinall – 79 

C. Mrs Godfrey (CJD), tutor group total = 1287 
William Castle – 109, Mayah Mohammad – 83, Harry Tyler – 68, Mia Wareing -68 

D. Mr Williamson (CJW), tutor group total = 1440 
Tomas Maciejewski – 113, Eddie King – 105, Michael South - 88 

E. Mrs Bagga/Mrs Cooper (SBB/CMC), tutor group total = 1362 
Louise Clarke – 97, Aoife McHenry – 92, Tyreese Mayers – 88  

F. Mrs Sivyer (AMS), tutor group total = 1331 
Pippa Bullock – 88, Mia Jones – 86, Mimi Guinness – 85  

 

 

Well done Year 10 students for all your continued effort in lessons over the last two weeks. I hope you all have a 
great Bank Holiday weekend when it arrives, and please could I just remind parents and carers to continue       
encouraging your sons and daughters to keep up with their regular Lateral Flow Covid testing at home. 

 

Best wishes 

Toby Holland – Head of Learning for Year 10 



 

Science can be a little intimidating to some. Whether it's the latest research in quantum mechanics or organic chemistry, 

sometimes science can make your head spin. 

But you don't have to be go through 8 years of school or work in a high-tech lab to do science. 

As we get back to some degree of normality with science practicals back on the agenda in school, here are a few experiments 

to try at home. 

 

This experiment takes advantage of  to create a rainbow in a glass. When you add sugar to a liquid, it causes the           

solution to become The more sugar you add, the more dense the solution is. 

If you have four different solutions that are all different colours and densities, the colours will layer on top of each other — 

the denser, more sugary solutions will sit on the bottom and the lightest will sit on the top. 

So add a different food colouring to the different concentration of sugar to water.  

All you need is a tall glass, a syringe or small pipette, sugar, water and food colouring.  



Alka-Seltzer is great if you're suffering from heartburn or an upset stomach. But you probably didn't know that it's also great if 

you're looking to create your own homemade lava lamp! 

Because oil and water have different densities and polarities, when you mix them together, the water sinks to the bottom. 

When you add a water based food colouring, it will sink to the bottom as well. 

If you crumble in an Alka-Seltzer tablet, it reacts with the water, causing coloured droplets of water to rise to the top where 

they then pop, release air, and sink back to the bottom. 

This creates a similar show to what you would see in a lava lamp. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

This is one for those of you who have water filters…. 

In order for water to become ice, it needs a nucleus in order for solid crystals to form. Usually, water is loaded with particles 

and impurities that enable ice to form. But purified water isn't. Because of this, purified water can reach an even colder      

temperature before becoming solid. 

If you throw an unopened bottle of purified water into the freezer for a little less than three hours, the bottle will be chilled 

well below the temperature at which regular water freezes. 

When you pour this super-cooled water onto a piece of ice, it provides the water with nuclei, causing it to freeze instantly. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Hope you have fun playing around with science 

at home- but please remember to stay safe and 

take the correct precautions.  



Ski trip 2022 – expression of interest… 

  

 

Use this link to fill in a brief form to register an interest in our next ski trip. https://forms.gle/
TVY6CuAuY82HRngi9   

The trip is open to Y10 and above: Academic year 2021-22. The form is not a binding 
agreement. We need to see whether we can proceed with the trip before we get to that point! 

  

As a result of in-school student interest and previous successful trips, we are hoping to go on 
2nd April  2022 to the Aosta Valley in the Italian Alps. The cost of the trip is to be confirmed but 
likely to be around the £950 figure. We are currently awaiting the green light from the             
government to book overseas travel - the school cannot engage in a binding financial          
agreement until all Covid19 and refund conditions guarantee that the school and families are not 
left out of pocket in the event of cancellation.  

MFL News 
 

The MFL department would like to say Félicitations to all of the Y12 students doing 
French this year. We have been really impressed with the attitude and work ethic 
from the class. They have recently started studying the novel L’étranger by Albert 
Camus and the group have been keen to meet outside of lessons to discuss the 
novel and other aspects of literature. 
 

At the other end of the school our Year 7 students have started the topic of Ma 
Zone (Talking about where I live). In preparation for the new module, students did 
some research on life in France and found out some unusual facts including the 
fact that France is referred to as L’Hexagone and that the hot air balloon was      
invented in France (La Montgolfière). 
 

Language Fun 

 

Did you know…. 
...there are over 7000 languages worldwide 

...Papua New Guinea has the most languages at 840 

...the word alphabet comes from the first two letters of the Greek alphabet - alpha 
and beta 

https://forms.gle/TVY6CuAuY82HRngi9
https://forms.gle/TVY6CuAuY82HRngi9


 

MFL News - Star Language Learners 

 

    

 

We would like to congratulate the following students for their hard work and         

contributions to lessons since the start of term. 

 

 

 

Name Year  Language 

Isabella Gilchrist 7 French 

Harriet Blake 7 French 

DanielSmith 7 French 

Finley Robeson 7 French 

Ella Tilling 8 German 

Jessica Hughes 8 German 

Eliot Ford-Ziemelis 8 German 

Arek Milek 8 German 

Alfie Smith 9 French 

Ollie Jackson 9 French 

Sam Leadbetter 10 French 

Tabitha Ash 11 French 

Charlotte Carvosso 11 French 



Social Sciences 

 

Politics A level - Philosophy Monopoly 

 

Year 12 politics students adapted an old monopoly board-game to help them consolidate their 
understanding of key thinkers and strands of Liberalist philosophy in politics. The idea was to 
promote active engagement with deep ideas - to help them distinguish between them, identify 
links and to contrast branches of this political ideology. The activity also reinforced the idea that 
revision and consolidation should be an active process, with ideas not being learnt in a rote    
fashion, but critically examined in a meaningful way, if they are to be recalled at a later date. This 
sort of activity models this well. 

 

Well done to Ronan, George, Lily, Grace, Molly, James and Felix for the enterprising piece! 

 

Chris Deakin 

Head of Politics 



 

Chenderit Sixth Form  

Sixth Form Weekly Bulletin 
        Week Beginning: 26th April 2021  

Work Experience 

As you will be aware, we unfortunately are not able 

to deliver our Year 12 work experience programme 

this year due to the ongoing restrictions associated to 

COVID. In order to mitigate this and ensure our Year 

12 students are able to gain the skills and experience 

they need in order to successfully apply to university 

or for employment, we have actively promoted virtual 

work experience opportunities or online courses such 

as MOOCs all year. Many of our students have         

engaged with these fantastically and have gained      

opportunities that will be beneficial to them in the 

future. Moving forwards, please do continue to         

encourage your child to take up these opportunities 

and to search for them using the following resources: 

https://www.speakersforschools.org/experience-2/

vwex/ 

https://bsmsoutreach.thinkific.com/courses/VWE and 

Medic Mentor for medic students 

https://learn.springpod.co.uk/ 

Students have also been given a virtual work             

experience booklet to search for opportunities. 

 

 

Revision hints and tips for Year 13 

 Completing more practice questions and take 

time to understand the feedback 

 Understanding where they lose marks and what 

easy fixes can be made 

 Not focusing on “competition” or on how       

others are performing 

 Using exemplar material – how can they gain 

the marks? Examiners reports are a useful 

source of information for this 

 Avoiding stress and negativity 

 Organising their equipment and resources – are 

they fully organised for each exam and do they 

have everything they need? 

 Completing smaller chunks of revision –       

complete 30 minute sessions throughout the 

day rather than hours at a time 

 Condensing knowledge down – use flashcards 

and mind maps 

 Putting phones away when revising! 

Year 13 University Bursaries and Grants 

Further to the information about this last week, 

please be aware that many universities offer bursaries 

for academic performance as well as household          

income. Theses vary quite dramatically between         

different universities and is definitely worth a few 

minutes of your time to see if you qualify for any free 

money on offer.  For example, bursaries based on 

household income can vary between been applicable 

to students with a household income of under £18K 

per year to £40K per year. Once you have made your 

firm university choice, it is worth checking on their 

website to see if you qualify for anything on offer. 

Thousands of £’s every year go unclaimed as many 

students don’t realise that money is out there. 

The Banbury Charities Trust also donate small and 

larger sums of money to students – this link is            

definitely worth a look (especially for STEM subjects). 

You apply for this in August after results and           

applications forms are available from Aplins            

Solicitors in Banbury (West Bar Street). 

https://banburycharities.co.uk/students/ 

Tutor Programme 

In tutor time this week, our Year 12 students have 

continued to work on their personal statements use 

their personal statement workbooks our careers        

platform, Unifrog, to help search for different            

destinations post-18 to help guide their personal 

statements. The work on these statements has also 

extended into their Core lessons and will continue to 

do so for the rest of this half term. Please do speak to 

your child about their personal statement and give 

them feedback on how you think they can                    

improve – there is guidance in their personal           

statement workbooks to help them if needed. 

Our Year 13 tutor groups have continued to work on 

targeted revision amongst their peers. 

https://www.speakersforschools.org/experience-2/vwex/
https://www.speakersforschools.org/experience-2/vwex/
https://bsmsoutreach.thinkific.com/courses/VWE
https://learn.springpod.co.uk/
https://banburycharities.co.uk/students/


Hello from Religious Studies! 
 

This week our Year 8 groups have been finding out more about the Five Pillars of Islam, 

particularly the Pillar of Sawm – fasting during the month of Ramadan.  The timing of this 

has been great as some of our students are currently fasting and have shared their        

experiences with their class.  We are really lucky that our Year 8 students have created a 

respectful environment in which they feel happy to share their own personal experiences.  

Classes have listened so considerately and have been able to ask questions to improve 

their subject knowledge. Well done Year 8! 

This week I would like to share with you a diary entry one of our students, Kinza, made 

explaining her own experience of Ramadan: 

 

It's the 3rd day of Ramadan today. I've been praying a lot and reading the Qur'an during 

the day and at night I've been doing my special Ramadan Taraweeh prayers with my 

family. Taraweeh is an extra set of prayers between the night prayer and sunrise prayer 

and we pray it in Ramadan. Usually my dad and brother would go to the mosque and 

they'd join with the Imam and the rest of the community, and there would be food and 

snacks served there (since most of the time they'd be there until 12 or 1am), but 

mosques still have restrictions and so my dad leads the family in Taraweeh.  

For our Iftar, me and my sisters have been doing different parts of the meals and I've 

been put with the desserts. Yesterday I made small cup oreo cakes and my sister made 

the fruit kebabs. My mum made the main food, which is usually something like a wrap, or 

foreign sweet dishes.  

For our Suhoor (breakfast), we've been waking up at 3.45am and going back to sleep at 

5am. We eat our breakfast (which is only things that will benefit us in the day, such as 

dates and wholemeal), and then we go and close our fast (no eating until we open it at 

Iftar). We close it by saying an invocation which is almost like an intention, but we say it 

out loud instead of in our heads. After we say that, we've closed our fast and we wouldn't 

be able to eat or drink or put anything into our bodies until sunset. By this time, it would 

probably be around 4.30am and we wait for Fajr so we can pray before we sleep. A way 

to find out if it's Fajr without an app or a calendar, is to hear birds chirping but the sky is 

still black. This is a sign it's time for Fajr and we pray and go to sleep.   

Ramadan isn't just about fasting, it's about spiritual reflection and it comes to change 

your heart. Throughout the rest of the year, a lot of people struggle and every year         

during this month, we all come together as a community and express our religion.  

My experience with Ramadan has been so amazing the past few years. Sure, I get a little 

bit tired and hungry now and then, but it's all worth it in the long term and not one thing 

will go unnoticed.  

 

Mrs Millan 



Student Voice 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

This week, students have been taking part in the Captain Tom Moore 100 Challenge to 

raise money for FutureSense Foundation, a charity which aims to help children all over 

the world access quality education.  
 

Students have had a go at solving 100 sums in 5 minutes, reading a 100 word story in 30 

seconds without making a mistake, writing their own 100 story and doing 100 star jumps 

during break time.  

 

A full list of students who have taken part will feature in next week’s KIT, but there are a 

couple of special mentions: Lily Lane and Daisy Reid-Jones in 8B have taken the            

initiative to create 100 frame animated shorts. Thank you Lily and Daisy for taking the 

time to do this for a wonderful cause!  
 

 

 

Lily Lane 

Daisy Reid-Jones 



 





 


