
Headteacher’s Message 

Welcome back to a new half term.  

Our Chenderit School community has been celebrating the publication of our Ofsted report this week, following the two 

day graded inspection which took place on 27th and 28th September. I hope you are already aware that our inspection 

saw the Sixth Form graded as ‘Outstanding’ and the school graded as ‘Good’ in all areas. 

Staff, students and governors are all proud of the outcome of the inspection and are delighted with the report, which 

can be found here. The report reflects the aspirational, dedicated and inclusive community of which Chenderit students 

are all a part. 

In their report, Ofsted commented that:  

• “Leaders have high expectations for every pupil’s behaviour and attainment” 

• “Leaders are ambitious about what they want pupils to learn” 

• “Pupils in Years 7 to 11 study in calm classrooms” 

• “Lesson routines are well established”  

• “Across the school, teachers have good subject knowledge. They present subject matter clearly”,  

• “Sixth-form students develop excellent subject knowledge” 

• “Sixth-form students benefit from highly personalised support and guidance” 

• “Leaders have established a culture of safeguarding…Pupils are taught about how to keep themselves safe” 

I am thrilled with Ofsted’s judgements about our school and sixth form. Inspectors were rigorous throughout their two 

days with us during which they undertook ‘deep dive’ activities in English, maths, geography, history and art. They also 

visited science, modern foreign languages and a number of other subjects where staff taught as they usually teach.  Our 

students were very involved in our inspection, meeting with all the inspectors and talking about what it is like to be a 

student at Chenderit School. Staff and students impressed the inspection team, and our sixth form students, in                      

particular, were exuberant about sixth form life. 

Billy Belstone, Assistant Headteacher and Head of Sixth Form, has said: “We are all ecstatic that our Sixth Form has been                   

recognised in this way. We pride ourselves on being a tight-knit community and I am incredibly proud of our teachers 

and students who work alongside one another to make our Sixth Form the special and unique place that it is. Inspectors 

praised our relentless drive for the highest of standards, the consistently powerful and remarkable teaching, and the 

distinctive and bespoke enrichment opportunities that are lapped up by our students. These comments, on the back of 

our excellent A Level results in the summer, show what an exceptional place our Sixth Form is, and I am excited to                   

continue leading the team to ensure our students have an outstanding Sixth Form experience. We are looking forward 

to showing prospective students and their families what makes our Sixth Form so special on our Open Evening which is 

being held on 24th November.”  Tickets to attend our Sixth Form Open Evening can be booked here. 

file://///SRV-FS-02/StaffWork$/JCC/1%20%20Headteacher%202022-2023/1%20Ofsted/Chenderit%20prep/1%20%2010241723%20Chenderit%20School%20137878%20FInal.pdf
https://ChenderitSixthFormOpenEvening.eventbrite.co.uk


Tickets also available here 

https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/chenderit-sixth-form-open-evening-2022-tickets-434129712657


Chenderit Sixth Form  
Sixth Form Weekly Bulletin 

Weekly Message 

Dear Parents and Carers 

After what has felt like an agonizingly long wait, this week our Ofsted report was finally published and we are 

ecstatic to be able to confirm that our Sixth Form was judged as “Outstanding” by the team of inspectors. 

As a Leadership Team, we announced the grading to our Sixth Form students in an assembly on Tuesday                     

morning: 

 

It is incredibly important to us that each of our Sixth Form students feels proud of this grading, as it is their 

achievement, too. Whilst speaking with the HMI who led on the Sixth Form aspect of the inspection, he noted 

the following about our Sixth Form students and the leadership of the Sixth Form: 

- Students “lap up” their Sixth Form experience 

- Students are appreciative of the bespoke academic and pastoral support that they receive 

- Our personal development programme is strong and enrichment opportunities are distinct and bespoke 

- There is restless leadership, both by the Sixth Form Team and the student ambassadors 

- Attitudes of the students are positive and reflective of high expectations 

- Sixth Formers are polite and produce high quality work 

- Students are empowered to deal with any issues that they may encounter in society 

The HMI also spoke with me and said that he had only ever seen one other Sixth Form of the same calibre as 

ours, and this is completely down to the community of teachers, students and parents who work together to 

achieve the best for each student. I hope that you feel as proud as we are at our grading and we look forward to 

showing off what makes us an outstanding Sixth Form at our open evening on 24th November. Tickets can be 

booked here.  - Mr. B. Belstone. 

https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/chenderit-sixth-form-open-evening-2022-tickets-434129712657


Chenderit History Students of the Term:  

Only one student per year group, per term is nominated! 

Y7-Bram Tranter: Mr Williamson teaches Bram history this year.  He praised Bram’s 

knowledge of Anglo-Saxon England.  We know that some local primary schools cover this 

topic well.  If Bram has learned about Anglo-Saxon England at primary school, then he has 

clearly remembered a lot!  Mr Williamson said that Bram has also shown great interest in 

the Norman conquest topic and has been able to write a detailed account of the Battle of 

Hastings as well as a careful explanation of the way in which the conquest affected the 

lives of people living in England at the time. 

Y8-Hannah Bourne:  I teach Hannah this year.  I did not teach her last year.  I have been 

really impressed with her.  She is conscientious, sensible and mature in lessons.  She sets a 

good example for her classmates.  She seems to really enjoy history.  She has lots of                  

interesting questions to ask and is a keen participant in class discussions.  Her classwork is 

always completed to a high standard.  Most impressive of all though, is Hannah’s                       

homework.  She puts so much effort into homework tasks.  They are amazing.  I have 

been so pleased with the start that she has made to year eight. 

Y9-Isabella Gilchrist:  Mr Macrory teaches Isabella this year.  He praised Isabella’s                      

engagement in lessons.  He said that she makes regular contributions to class discussions 

and asks lots of interesting questions.  He said that Isabella consistently demonstrates a 

positive attitude to learning, that she is sensible, mature and conscientious and that her 

behaviour sets a good example for others in the group.  He also said that Isabella has 

made a fantastic start to GCSE history and is making good progress.  Having taught                        

Isabella last year, I am really pleased that she has continued to do well in history.  I am                 

also really pleased that she is getting on well with Mr Macrory.  He is a great teacher. 

Y10-Zach Rimmer: I teach Zach this year.  Having never taught him before, I have found 

him to be a really impressive student.  His attitude to learning is superb.  He is                             

conscientious, polite, mature and sensible.  Zach sets a good example to his                                

classmates.  He is willing to participate in class discussions too; he answers my verbal 

questions thoughtfully and asks interesting questions of his own.  I have also been                        

impressed with Zach’s grasp of exam technique.  He has a sound understanding of the                              

demands of the different exam questions and is able to tackle them effectively.    



 

Y11-Sana Mehmood: Mr Macrory teaches Sana this year.  He said that she has been able 

to show excellent focus in all of their lessons so far.  He praised her conscientious nature 

and said that she was sensible and mature.  He also said that he had been impressed with 

Sana’s progress this term.  Sana was able to gain a grade 7 in her most recent assessment 

on Weimar Germany.  Mr Macrory and I were both really pleased with this.  Hopefully she 

can do as well again in the upcoming PPEs.  

Y12-Evan Sutton:  Taught by me and Mr Macrory.  Evan has made a brilliant start to his 

history A-Level.  I am really glad that he decided to do A-Level history.  His attitude to 

learning remains positive.  He seems to be more confident in history lessons at the                      

moment.  Maybe this is because he is surrounded with likeminded young people now, or 

because the class is smaller; either way it’s great to see.  He contributes regularly to class 

discussions and asks questions to further his own learning.  Evan has also done really well 

in his first essays.  He was one of only two students (out of 37) to gain an A* grade from 

me for their first essay on Liberal Italy.  Mr Macrory gave him an A+ for his first Stuarts                  

essay on James I’s financial issues.   

Y13-Jed Gibbins:  Unfortunately, I don’t teach Jed this year.  He is taught by Mr Barber for 

his Civil Rights course and Miss James for coursework.  Both have said that he is doing 

very well.   

Mr Barber recently tasked the students with producing a presentation and handout on           

African American civil rights actions.  Jed covered the Watts Riots of 1965.  Mr Barber said 

that Jed’s research was of excellent quality and that his handout was of the highest                      

standard.  He also praised Jed for planning and delivering an engaging presentation on 

this topic.  Finally, Mr Barber also said that Jed is engaged in lessons and provides astute 

contributions to class debate.  

Miss James has been really impressed with Jed’s progress on his coursework.  She said 

that he has put in a massive amount of effort into his first main paragraph and now needs 

to spend time trimming words.  She is confident that he will achieve an excellent grade in 

this part of the course. 

All winners will receive the new History Student of the Term prize - 

yet to be revealed - but there is a big clue in this article. 

Well done to all winners! 

Mr Gowers—Head of History 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Congratulations to our new Student Council and Voice members. Year teams have                 

already met once this year and we are moving forward with exciting projects.                          

Look out for us later this term! 

Please see those taking part below and congratulate them when you see them! 



Banbury's community fridge is located at the Merton Street Mosque.  

Four million people in the UK are living in food poverty, and at the same time    
almost one third of all food is thrown away. Community fridges accept surplus 
food from local businesses or members of the public and make it freely available 
to all members of the community. 

A successful Community Fridge will cut food waste, build stronger bonds within 
the community and provide people with nutritious, perishable food items. 

The fridge is open 9-4pm Mon to Fri  

Sat Sun 10 - 4pm 

A message from Stagecoach West Fares 

We’re having to make some changes to our fares from Sunday 6th November. The                        
majority of our fares that are increasing will be for single and return fares.  Our                             
longer-term MegaRider Xtra tickets continue to provide best value for regular travellers, 
whilst our Flexi5 tickets offer discounted travel to those travelling less frequently. 

Further details can be found on the link below. 

https://www.stagecoachbus.com/service-updates/serviceupdatesarticle?SituationId=ID-
25/10/2022-08:48:23:511 

Kind regards 

   

James Heaney Regalado 

Commercial Manager 

Head of Learning - Year 9 
 
Welcome back to Year 9 following our first half term break of the year. Students 
have now completed the first seven weeks of their GCSE foundation year and are 
engaging well. I am also glad to hear of the new opportunities presented to the 
year group as they engage with their GCSE studies, including a range of trips 
such as the Bronze Duke of Edinburgh Award and the French trip. 
 

Within Tutor Time Personal Development, Year 9 have 
been focussing on developing their career based skills 
further through our Skills Builder programme. Last term, 
we focussed on listening, and now students are focusing 
on speaking and problem solving. The speaking section 
of our Personal Development programme has focussed 

primarily on considering what tone, expression and gestures are and what is                  
appropriate. Problem solving, which students will see next week, will be focussing 
on identifying and working with complex problems. 
 
Miss Evans 
 

https://www.stagecoachbus.com/service-updates/serviceupdatesarticle?SituationId=ID-25/10/2022-08:48:23:511
https://www.stagecoachbus.com/service-updates/serviceupdatesarticle?SituationId=ID-25/10/2022-08:48:23:511


Head of Learning for Year 11 letter  

Dear parents and carers of Year 11 students, 

This week has seen the start of the second half of the autumn term and Year 11 
students have “hit the ground running” by starting their Pre-Public Exams on                
Monday.  

Pre-Public Exams: 

These exams will span over this week and next allowing students the practice they 
need ready for the final exams in May and June next year. I am pleased to report 
that the behaviour and attitude of Year 11 students towards their PPEs has been 
excellent this week. Students appear to be taking their exams seriously and                         
professionally; their conduct moving in and out of the sports hall under exam                    
conditions does them credit and sets them up well for future exam practice. Could 
I remind parents/carers that their child’s punctuality to school during this 2 week 
period, while exams take place, needs to be a high priority. Please ensure that 
your child has adequate time in the morning to have breakfast, take on board 
drinks, is organised with revision material/books and arrives at school calm and 
ready for the rigours of the exams each day.  

In my last letter to parents I mentioned about students keeping up the ‘Healthy 
Home Habits’ over the half term break. Please continue to monitor your child’s                  
revision time over this two week period to help and support them with any                        
anxieties they may have relating to their revision. The following points are worth 
remembering when supporting your child: 

• Try to ensure your child uses a measured and co-ordinated approach to                         
revising for each exam, each evening. Please contact your child’s tutor or                   
myself if you need advice on the best revision strategies they can use. 

• Encourage them to have plenty of sleep so they can cope with exams each day 
over this two week period and the information recall needed to do well in them. 

• Try to have a calm and quiet environment to work and revise in at home with no                                
distractions. 

• Request mobile phones are handed to you to look after to avoid the temptation 
of students peeking in to apps to see what friends are up to. 

• Aim for a good diet of sensible foods to give them the energy needed to                  
perform well. 

• Encourage plenty of water to keep them hydrated; avoiding sugary soft drinks 
and high caffeine drinks which do not help keep a clear head. 

 
Year 11 Mock Interviews: 
 
Later this term, mock interviews will take place on Wednesday 23

rd
 November and 

I am looking to all Year 11 students to take part in this very valuable career           

information and guidance experience. The school is very fortunate to be                            

welcoming back members of Brackley Rotary Club who will lead the interviews. 

Each Year 11 student will be allocated a 20-minute timed interview based on the 

information they have supplied through their C.V. and application form, which has 

been previously prepared during tutor time sessions this term.  



To raise the profile of the mock interviews I have asked the Year 11 students to 
dress appropriately for an interview situation. If possible, I would like the boys to 
wear suits and ties and the girls to wear formal business attire. I understand that 
some students may not own any formal wear, and there is no expectation on                   
parents and carers to buy additional clothing for this event. The student is                        
welcome to wear smart casuals as an alternative or to wear their school uniform if 
they felt more comfortable in this for their interview. Students must not wear ‘party’ 
clothing - the emphasis is on looking professional for the interviews.  

Passport to Success 

In our last Year 11 assembly before the half term break I was pleased to announce 
the recent round of winners for prizes associated with the Passport to Success                    
initiative that has been running since the start of term. 

The following students all gained the highest amount of positive achievement logs 
within their own tutor groups for week six of term: 

 11A - SRK: Lola Rodhouse  
 11B – MAL: Lily-Grace Boyles 
 11C – ARV: Mia Byfield 
 11D – MAB: Kameron Mayers 
 11E – AKW: Harry P Morgan 
 11F – JLD: Charlie Cubitt-O’Neil 

   
Congratulations to Miss Willett and her students in 11E for gaining the Top Tutor 

Group Award. The students collectively gained 73 positive SIM logs and only 8 
negative logs 

 
The following students all gained the highest amount of positive achievement logs 
within their own tutor groups for week seven of term: 

 11A - SRK: Molly Davis 
 11B – MAL: Kai Roberts 
 11C – ARV: Leah Hodgkiss 
 11D – MAB: Ava Arrand 
 11E – AKW: Emma Cross 
 11F – JLD: Felix Wright  

 
Congratulations to Miss Bruce and her students in 11D for gaining the Top Tutor 
Group Award. The students collectively gained 145 positive SIM logs and only 13 
negative logs. 
And finally... the winner of the bi-weekly prize draw for students who had                    
successfully achieved all of their CHEN10 competencies over week 6 and 7 of 
term was – Sasha Byford from 11F! Congratulations to Sasha who received her 
Amazon Gift Card at the end of the assembly. Spend it wisely! 

Well done Year 11 students for all your continued effort in revising and taking your 
PPEs this week. I hope you all have a great weekend and are able to safely enjoy 
Bonfire Night. 

Best Wishes,                           

Toby Holland—Head of Learning for Year 11 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

On Friday 21st October, we hosted a ‘wear a little yellow day’, as well as a cake sale and 

student vs teachers benchball game to raise money for the mental health charity Young 

Minds. Young Minds helps young people and their parents navigate mental health and 

points them in the direction of support they may need. We think that this is an important 

charity to support, as we as a generation feel that it is exceedingly important to prioritise 

mental health and to remove the stigma.  

Our efforts resulted in raising £250 for Young Minds and we would like to thank everyone 

who donated money and contributed to the cake sale. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.youngminds.org.uk/  

https://www.youngminds.org.uk/


 

Design & Technology: Textiles  

Our year 7 Textiles detectives had fun taking a closer look at different types of fabrics under the 

magnifying glass!  

Students were tasked with investigating how the fabric had been constructed, categorising them 

into different types of weave. Our detectives did an excellent job of discussing and describing 

how fabrics looked, felt and reacted to being torn, really embracing a hands on approach to 

learning! 

A particular mention to Lucy Reeder, Veronika Cybulska, Joey Ryland and Layla Chattell for 

such good work, sketching what they saw under the magnifying glass to really help extend their 

learning.  

Great job detectives! 

 

 



Hello from Religious Studies! 

It has been a busy few weeks here in Religious Studies with Year 11 students preparing for their PPEs and 

Year 7 and 8 students preparing or completing end of unit assessments.  We have been very pleased to 

see lots of students asking questions about revision and taking a proactive approach to their studies. 

Mr Dhesi has been visiting Year 8 Religious Studies classes to answer questions about Sikhism and Miss 

Bruce’s class have enjoyed asking questions about the topic they are studying, thank you Mr Dhesi! 

What do we look for in a good assessment? 

In Religious Studies the important thing is to present a justified argument.  We encourage students to 

discuss their ideas but use evidence to support their points.  This evidence can be from scripture, from 

the teachings of religious leaders or from the works of philosophers and scholars.  Students in Key Stage 

4 have key words and key quotes at the front of their books to support them with this.  Discussing both 

sides of an argument and reaching a conclusion is another skill that we look for in Religious Studies - this 

shows us the students’ understanding of a topic. 

 

A message from our Year 12 Philosophy and Ethics Students: 

 

Hello year 7 and 8 parents/carers 

The Big Questions Club is now open!  
The club is open to anyone who is interested in discussing philosophical or ethical issues. 

We discuss real life topics about current situations, such as the monarchy or the events in parliaments - 

everyone’s thoughts are welcome!  

It’s run by year 12 Philosophy and Ethics students with the assistance of Mrs Millan and Miss Pigott - If 

your child is interested in coming along, all they have to do is show up after school on a Tuesday in Room 

46 and it runs until 4 o’clock!  

We’re all looking forward to seeing some of your children in the coming weeks! 

Kye Cooper Y12 

 



Music News 

 

Year 8 are coming up to the end of their ‘Hooks n Riffs’ composition project. This is the first time 
that they have used our software to create music in this way, and we are hearing some really          
exciting music as a result. Over the next couple of editions we will celebrate those students who 
have achieved particularly well. Our first Y8 class finished yesterday, and congratulations, in                 
particular, go to the following: 

 

Raheel Kashif, Charlie Snelling, Elise Warne, Olivia Strudwick 

 

The Rotary Club are again running the Banbury Young Musician of the Year competition next 
year (please see the details below). The QR code should take you to the information, but if you 
are unsure of anything, or need application forms, please contact me – mledger@chenderit.net 

 

 

 

mailto:mledger@chenderit.net












Gymnastics Success for Elise 

  

On 30th October, Elise took part in a regional gymnastics competition in New College, Leicester. 
The competition, Regional Classic Challenge Silver - minimum age 12, saw Elise performing all 
4 pieces: bars, beam, vault and floor. 

  

Elise achieved a Gold on Vault, Silver on Bars and Bronze on Floor. Her all-around score placed 
her in 3rd position, which was a fabulous success.   

  

As a result of these fantastic results Elise has qualified for the  National Finals in December at 
Surrey Sports Park where she will represent the East Midlands region. 

  

We offer our heart-felt congratulations to Elise for this outstanding achievement.    

  

  

  



DRAMA: 

Maggie Bullock: Live theatre review—DNA 

 

Evaluate the visual impact that a live theatre production has had on you as an audience member. 

On the 4th October 2022, we watched DNA by Dennis Kelly,  performed by the Quirky Bird theatre 
company. As a member of the audience I would say that the production used a range of visual                            
techniques throughout the production. Some of the visual aspects, which have impacted me, as an              
audience member, throughout the performance are: 

One visual technique that I thought was effective was the use of proxemics. A particular scene where 
this can be seen is when John-Tate is trying to intimidate Richard into doing what he says. At this point 
John-Tate slowly gets closer to Richard until he's towering over him. The appearance of John-Tate 
looming over Richard communicates to the audience that he is attempting to use fear as a means of 
holding power over the group. To me, this showed that he was desperate to gain control over the                              
situation and showed that Richard was the most confident and brave out of the rest of the group                           
because of the fact that he is the only one that makes an effort to stand up against John-Tate. Along 
with this the proxemics with the other members of the group was useful for the audience to see who 
was closer and the hierarchy within the group. 

Another visual technique that I thought was effective was lighting. This scene in which I found this was 
the most prominent was at the start when the tone and scene is being set and we are first introduced to 
the characters and their personalities. The only light is a white strobe and the actors are all moving in 
slow motion; Cathy can be seen taking a book out of someone's hand, which sets up the initial                               
impression of her personality. This is impactful because the strobe light keeps the audience engaged 
and paying attention while also giving the performance a chaotic feel. The slow motion also gives a                    
disorderly vibe because of the contradiction of the fast flashes of light and the slow movements of the 
actors, this sets the tone of the production and highlights that even if the actors look like adults, the 
characters are only school children. 

A third example is the staging and how everyone was always on stage. The main performance took 
place in the centre of the stage, but the characters that weren't in the scene sat around the edge on 
benches. In my opinion, this was symbolic of the fact that they are collectively responsible for what 
happened to Adam; even if they weren't there at the time it happened, they were still part of the group 
and contributed at some point to putting him through a hazing period. I found this effective because 
despite the subtlety of it, it was still noticeable and, in a way, teaches the audience that actions have 
consequences and is kind of like a warning to be careful what you do because it could have severe                     
repercussions. 

A fourth demonstration of effective visuals was the use of choral physical theatre. During Adam's                      
monologue of what happened after he fell, the rest of the group acted out what Adam was saying. This 
kept the audience engaged as they could listen to his monologue as a narration over it being acted out 
in a cinematic way. Due to the scene getting the audience's attention, it means the audience is fully            
taking it in and understanding what is happening. 

 



A final visual impact was the characters' costumes. Despite being relatively simple - a school uniform 
and coats - they were effective at communicating the different characters. From Leah's costume we can 
tell she's disorganised as she is wearing a hat, scarf and gloves with a coat and her uniform, but none of 
the match. John-Tate wears trainers and a jumper with his uniform which gives him the stereotypical 
"bad boy" look. Cathy is dressed in a fur coat which highlights her extravagance and over the top                       
nature. The costumes give the characters individual identities and personality and they all are different, 
the only thing that ties them together is that they are in the same friend group and are all responsible 
for Adam's 'death' and the plan to cover it up. 

Overall, the visuals were very effective and it is evident they had been thought about carefully in order 
to have an effective impact on the audience. 

 

 

 

                                  —————————————————————————————————— ———- 

Hannah Mitchell: 

Analyse and evaluate the live performance you have seen in light of the 

following statement: 

 ‘Theatre in the 21st century is out of touch with its audience’ 

In October 2022, my classmates and I watched a performance of 2:22 Ghost Stories directed by Mathew Tunster. 

The performance told the story of the sceptic Sam (Felix Scott) and Jenny (Sophia Hannides) as they try to discover 

the paranormal entity that appears to be targeting their daughter. Joined in an evening dinner by Sam’s uni friend 

Lauren (Tamsin Caroll) and her new builder boyfriend Ben (Matt Willis), the group decide to stay up until ‘2:22’, 

when the paranormal occurrences have been occurring, and encounter a variety of ‘other worldly’ events until 

discovering they are in fact being haunted by the ghost of Sam, with him killed on a trip previous the events of the 

play at 2:22. The play, laced with jump scares, put the audience members in the shoes of the parents, with the 

constant fear for the safety of their child. Whether it be due to the common morbid curiosity of the modern day, 

or the use of overbearing visuals, it is clear in this instance that theatre in the twenty first century is truly altered 

for the modern audience. 

One key moment that stood out to me was the transitions between each pivotal moment. In an attempt to                      

provide almost an anti-climax between scenes, the frame around the stage lit up in deep LEDs and a stomach                      

curdling scream of a woman, assumed to be Jenny, can be heard. This jump scare happened four or five times and 

was the conclusion of the piece after Jenny, Lauren and Ben discovered they were in the presence of the ghost of 

Ben the entire time. The set itself had more of a realistic feel in contrast to this shocking light at the perimeter of 

the stage, perhaps symbolic of the contrast between life and death.  

 



This Brechtian technique of breaking the fourth wall kept me on my toes as despite the scare being the same                     

every time, the knowledge that another scare is impending heightened the sense of overall fear for me as an                     

audience member (to the point I had to hold the hand of the person next to me). After each ‘jump scare’, there 

was a blackout and I could see the silhouettes of the backstage crew coming on to change the scene. Initially I was 

bored by this because as a 21st century audience member I am used to more creative scene changes and                         

overbearing use of technology found in the film and tv I engage with, however upon reflection I realised this was a 

purposeful decision by the designer. By having the use of a blackout not only did this separate the scenes within 

an ‘unknown in between’ symbolic of that of the divide between life and death, but also showed the shadows of 

the figures on stage. This gave the illusion of spirits walking around the stage, something we the audience could 

see but not the characters and therefore built the suspense perfectly for me as an audience member.  

Another key moment that stood out to me was the seance scene in which Ben (Matt Willis) attempted to contact 

the spirit of the previous owner of the house. In this climactic scene we see strange happenings occur as the table 

moved across the stage as the group asked questions, and gradually increase in speed only to then knock over a 

candle setting fire to the child's toy and revealing to Ben who the haunting was really done by. This scene really 

stood out to me as seeing the table flying across the stage gave me the sense of melodrama that, as a twenty-first 

century audience member, I have become accustomed to through horror films. The use of dim lighting and                       

candles to create shadow on the faces of the actors helped build the suspense and the fear of the unknown in me 

as an audience member. The scene, despite the plot twist at the end where it is revealed that Sam has been the 

ghost haunting the, the entire time was enjoyably predictable. Whether it be the previously mentioned jump 

scares or the acting of the characters themselves, the scene captivated me for including all aspects of traditional 

horror films that I love as a modern audience member and the knowledge a large scare was coming almost made 

the scene more enjoyable. This sense of fear however I believed was muffled due to the casting itself, with                     

individuals  such as Ben Willis, love islands Laura Whitmore (who was intended to play Jenny), singer Lily Allen and 

Harry Potter actor Tom Felton all in the cast at one point or another. Although this use of famous celebrities in the 

cast is an effective attempt to entice a twenty-first century audience to engage with this contemporary piece of 

theatre, it also takes away from the storyline itself. I found myself wondering why it was not Laura Whitmore on 

stage and what event may have occurred for her not to perform, and also thinking which of the characters would 

the other aforementioned celebrities have played if I had seen their performances rather than focusing on the 

events at play. This gave a Brechtian sense to the performance as I could not fully immerse myself and feel the 

fear of the characters as I saw them for themselves and not for the role that they were playing. This could have 

had potentially disastrous effects for the show as audiences would be distracted to experience the terror that the 

play intends to create and therefore in an attempt to appeal to a twenty first century audience, it removes the 

fear a twenty first century audience craves in horror theatre. However, due to the use of design and the incredible 

acting of Ben Willis as an individual I gradually saw him as the character and truly felt engaged in the play, to the 

point I didn't want to sit on the end of my row in fear something would happen. 

 

   





        Model United Nations (MUN) News  

 

 

 

 
The Model United Nations (MUN) group has been meeting regularly since September and they are                        

developing their debating and questioning skills across a range of topics. So far we have talked about:  

-Working to abolish the death penalty worldwide  

-Stopping the testing of products on animals  

-Banning the dunking of biscuits in most drinks (just for fun) 

-Increasing taxes on unhealthy food and drink items to improve people’s health (next week’s topic) 

 

We are hoping to take part in some competitions against other schools over the coming months.  

We are always looking for new members to join. We are open to beginners and those with more                      

experience.  

 

What is MUN?  

A simulation of how the United Nations works for young  people up to 18 years old 

What does it involve?  

Discussion/ debate and arguing your point in front of others and public speaking. We compete against 

other schools and can win prizes/ awards.   

Competitions/ events? 

The school has previously taken students on these visits and it has helped to develop various skills, such 

as: debate, discussion, co-operation, research, creativity, confidence, team work and resilience. 

Want to find out more?  

We meet on Tuesdays in room 37 (MFL corridor) from 3:15-4:00/4:15  

We normally have biscuits or nibbles.  

Feel free to speak to Mr. Williamson (room 37) for more information. 






