
Headteacher’s Message 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Welcome back to the second half of the autumn term. Of course, we hope it will be undisrupted but, as we have learnt over 

the past 18 months, the future can be somewhat uncertain! In order to minimise the potential for any disruption or loss of 

learning this half term, we urge all students to ensure at least twice weekly lateral flow tests are undertaken – before coming 

back to school each week and again mid-week would be ideal.  

This week our Year 11 students have been sitting their pre-public exams (PPE). They have taken them as seriously as we had 

hoped they would, in the knowledge that the results from these papers may contribute to a future Teacher Assessed Grade 

(TAG), if exams are cancelled again next summer. For this reason, whilst we shall be able to feedback to students about their 

papers and provide marks for them, we will be unable to share an overall grade for each paper or subject. Later this term, 

these same conditions will apply to our Year 13 PPEs. 

 

This week, Ofqual launched a consultation on making exams more accessible for students. Proposals include making language 

in exams simpler to avoid unnecessary metaphorical and figurative language, and unfair cultural references (for example in 

maths and science). The consultation can be found at https://ofqual.citizenspace.com/public/guidance-developing-accessible-

assessments/ and closes on 24 January 2022. If you wish to respond, please ensure you indicate that yours is a personal                     

response, made either as a parent or carer, or as a student.  

 

As part of the school’s recovery curriculum and catch up plan we recently signed up to the National Tutoring Programme. The 

programme is designed to support students with the highest need of additional assistance, to ensure they have every                          

opportunity to reach their potential. Curriculum leaders have identified those who they believe are likely to benefit most from 

this opportunity, as well as key areas of focus. Fifty three students have agreed to stay after school for 1 hour a week for the 

next 15 weeks and we look forward to seeing the impact that this additional tutoring will have on their outcomes.  This                       

strategy will sit alongside other actions we are taking to support all students in fulfilling their academic potential. 

https://ascl.us7.list-manage.com/track/click?u=dae6fbf66d6135a8a21b3627d&id=7cad648e1c&e=133004b0df
https://ofqual.citizenspace.com/public/guidance-developing-accessible-assessments/
https://ofqual.citizenspace.com/public/guidance-developing-accessible-assessments/


Minimising disruption to education 

 

In order to ensure that there is as little disruption to education and care services as possible, especially as we head into winter 

and see other seasonal illnesses increase, we are asking that:  

 All students continue to do a LFT at least twice a week  

 If a child tests positive using a LFT, that a PCR test is sought as soon as possible and that the child remains at home until 

the result of the PCR is known  

 On receipt of a positive PCR test, that any school age siblings of the case also seek an urgent PCR test and remain at 

home until the result is known - and if negative, take a daily LFT for 10 days thereafter to ensure no transmission into 

other school years/other school settings occurs 

And finally a plea: please encourage your children to take advantage of the extra-curricular opportunities we have on offer this 

term: (http://www.chenderit.northants.sch.uk/assets/documents/Parents/Co-curricular-Activities-2021-2022e.pdf). We                       

believe that such involvement not only boosts academic performance, but also leads to improved well-being and enhanced 

broader skills such as leadership, communication, problem-solving and interpersonal skills, teamwork, work ethic and                         

adaptability.  

 
Stay safe, especially if you are celebrating Guy Fawkes day/bonfire night this weekend. 

http://www.chenderit.northants.sch.uk/assets/documents/Parents/Co-curricular-Activities-2021-2022e.pdf


25 October 2021   

 
Education Secretary Nadhim Zahawi has written an open letter to parents, 
carers and guardians about the importance of children aged 12 to 15 getting 
the vaccine - and how the government has made it even easier for them. 
 

Dear parents, carers and guardians, 

It remains my top priority as Education Secretary to protect education and make 
sure children are spending as much time as possible in the classroom. 

Last month, the UK Chief Medical Officers recommended that the government                          
extends the offer of a single dose of the COVID-19 vaccine to all 12-to-15-year-
olds.  This has been approved as safe and effective for this age group by the UK 
medicines regulator, the MHRA. 

It is estimated that this country’s world leading vaccination programme has saved 
more than 120,000 lives. Vaccinations are building a wall of defence across the 
country and it is important that as many young people as possible take up the offer 
so we can continue to keep these defences strong. 

Young people aged 12 to 15 can now book an appointment using the NHS book a 
vaccination service. Where possible, appointments should be booked outside of 
school hours to avoid missing school. 

Getting the vaccine is one of the best things young people can do to protect                         
themselves and those around them – and I want to encourage you to consider the 
new option for them to have their jab at a vaccination centre locally, as well as the 
option to have it in school. 

Having the vaccine makes us all less likely to catch the virus and less likely to pass 
it on and so will be important in ensuring children can do the things they love like 
seeing their grandparents during the Christmas holiday. Young people who get 
COVID-19 will miss school, and may spread it to others. That is why we are                       
encouraging you all to support your children to get vaccinated. 

The school-based COVID-19 vaccination programme has already vaccinated                 
nearly half a million young people and visited thousands of schools. If your child is 
12 or older on the day the vaccinations are taking place in school, they will be able 
to access a vaccine. 

Further information about vaccinations for 12-15-year-olds can be found at the 
NHS website here. 

It is also particularly important that young people take a COVID-19 test and report 
the result before returning to school after the half-term break, helping make sure 
we keep the virus out of education. 

Together, we’ll beat this virus and protect the education of our children.” 

 

https://gbr01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.nhs.uk%2Fconditions%2Fcoronavirus-covid-19%2Fcoronavirus-vaccination%2Fbook-coronavirus-vaccination%2F&data=04%7C01%7CCSimmons%40no10.gov.uk%7Cffdf0df5a4d643c7a0dc08d997ae5320%7C29c8cbb9d9a
https://gbr01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.nhs.uk%2Fconditions%2Fcoronavirus-covid-19%2Fcoronavirus-vaccination%2Fbook-coronavirus-vaccination%2F&data=04%7C01%7CCSimmons%40no10.gov.uk%7Cffdf0df5a4d643c7a0dc08d997ae5320%7C29c8cbb9d9a
https://gbr01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.nhs.uk%2Fconditions%2Fcoronavirus-covid-19%2Fcoronavirus-vaccination%2Fcoronavirus-vaccine-for-children-aged-12-to-15%2F&data=04%7C01%7CCSimmons%40no10.gov.uk%7Cffdf0df5a4d643c7a0dc08d997ae


Covid Vaccination Programme for 12 - 15 year olds 

 

On Wednesday, we were advised that the planned visit for the School Aged                   
Immunisation Service (SAIS) to deliver COVID vaccinations to students at 
Chenderit School will be on Thursday 25

th
 and Friday 26

th
 November. 

 

The information for the Covid Vaccination Programme can be found here . Your 
child will be eligible for this vaccination if they are 12 - 15 years old on the day of 
the vaccination. 

 

We would like to stress that you should submit your consent by the end of                              
Saturday 6

th
 November. If you have not submitted a form by 18

th
 November at 

the very latest, your child WILL NOT be offered the vaccination in school. Details 
will be sent after the sessions for those parents who would rather take their child to 
a clinic or who missed the deadline. 

 

Please note that there are some frequently asked questions in the letter which you 
should read carefully before addressing any queries to the SAIS.  

Stars of MFL learning  
We would like to congratulate the following students for their hard work and               
contributions to lessons over the last couple of weeks. Well done! 

 

Name                        Year  Language 

Ewan Long             Year 8 German 

Javaria Hussain   Year 8 German 

Bobby Gosling             Year 8 German 

Lorcan Blair             Year 9 German 

Edward Currier             Year 9 German 

Rebecca Russell   Year 9 German 

Olivia Bushell              Year 9  German 

Ruby Snelling              Year 9 German 

Fun and Interesting Facts About Germa-

Josh Steer                          Year 9  German 

Ella Tilling                                     Year 9  German 

Jamie Walls                          Year 9  German 

Matthew Sung                           Year 11  German 

Charlotte Woodcock                Year 12  French 

Eve Fitzpatrick-Shaw                Year 12  French 

Rabiyah Hussain                Year 12  French 

 Germany has a population of 81 million people. 

 One-third of Germany is still covered in forests and                    
woodlands. 

 Germany is a member of the European Union.  

 65% of the highways in Germany (Autobahn) have no 
speed limit. 

 University is free for everyone (even non-Germans). 

 There are over 2100 castles in Germany. 

 There are over 1,500 different beers in Germany. 

Fun Facts About France: 

 France Is the Most-Visited Country in the World. 

 France Is Smaller Than Texas. 

 France Has the Largest Art Museum. 

 The French Eat 25,000 Tons of Snails Each 
Year. 

 France Produces Over 1,500 Types of Cheese. 

 Supermarkets in France Can't Throw Away 
Food. 

 France Had a King – That Lasted Only 20 
Minutes 

http://www.chenderit.northants.sch.uk/assets/documents/Newsletters/COVID-19-Consent-letter-for-parents.pdf
mailto:19blail@chenderit.net
mailto:19curre@chenderit.net
mailto:19snelr@chenderit.net


 





Head of Learning for Year 11 letter  

Dear parents and carers of Year 11 students, 

This week has seen the start of the second half of the autumn term and Year 11 students have “hit the 
ground running” by starting their Pre-Public Exams on Tuesday. These exams will span over this week 
and next, and give students the practice they need ready for the potential final exams next year. There 
may also be an added importance to these exams if the grades become evidence used as an essential 
part of the process for creating Teacher Assessed Grades (TAG’s), if the Government decide that this is 
the path they would prefer schools to take next year in preference to students sitting external exams. 

I am pleased to report that the behaviour and attitude of Year 11 students towards their PPEs has been 
excellent this week. Students appear to be taking their exams seriously and professionally; their conduct 
moving in and out of the sports hall under exam conditions does them credit and sets them up well for 
future exam practice. I would like to remind parents/carers that their child’s punctuality to school during 
this 2 week period, while exams take place, needs to be a high priority. Please ensure that your child has                    
adequate time in the morning to have breakfast, take on board drinks, is organised with revision                             
material/books and arrives at school calm and ready for the rigours of the exams each day.  

In my last letter to parents I mentioned about students keeping up the ‘Healthy Home Habits’ over the 
half term break.  Please continue to monitor your child’s revision time over this two week period to help 
and support them with any anxieties they may have relating to their revision. The following points are 
worth remembering when supporting your child: 

 Try to ensure your child uses a measured and co-ordinated approach to revising for each exam each 
evening. Please contact your child’s tutor or myself if you need advice on the best revision strategies 
they can use. 

 Encourage them to take plenty of sleep so they can cope with exams each day over this two week 
period and the information recall needed to do well in them. 

 Try to ensure a calm and quiet environment to work and revise in at home with no distractions. 

 Request mobile phones are handed to you to look after to avoid the temptation of students peeking 
in to apps to see what friends are up to. 

 Ensure a good diet of sensible foods to give them the energy needed to perform well. 

 Ensure plenty of water to keep them hydrated; avoiding sugary soft drinks and high caffeine drinks 
which do not help keep a clear head is a good idea. 

 
Finally I would like to send my congratulations to four of our Year 11 students who received prizes in our 
assembly on Friday 22nd October. Mrs Nowell and I had launched the GCSE Pod competition three weeks 
previously to encourage all Year 11 students to watch three Pods a day for three weeks. Each student 
handed in an evidence card to suggest they had watched the required amount of Pods. Once verified, 
they went into the hat ready for Mrs Cartwright to draw from at the Year 11 assembly. The following                   
students were drawn and have received a £10 Amazon Gift Voucher – Isabella Hetherington, Danielle 
Reynolds and Meghan Rawson, well done all. Also a similar gift voucher was awarded to Pippa Bullock for 
achieving the highest number of GCSE Pods watched across all year groups last term. Congratulations to 
all of our winners, and well done to all of those students who took part. Another competition will be                  
announced in future assemblies once the PPEs have finished. 
Well done Year 11 students for all your continued effort in revising and taking your PPEs this week. I 
hope you all have a great weekend and please could I just remind parents and carers to continue                            
encouraging your child to keep up with their regular Covid Lateral Flow Testing - twice a week at home is 
recommended. 

 
Best wishes 

Toby Holland – Head of Learning for Year 11 



Year 9 

We offer a big well done to Harry Pearson for having ‘Top SIMS’ -                        

His positive sims total for term 1 was amazing and Harry has been given 

a £10 Amazon voucher. 

 

 

 

 

 

Students will now be 

focusing on SMART 
targets and getting 
ready for target (or 

goal) setting.  

 



 



News from the History Department 

We hope our Chenderit Historians had a restful half term and are excited for the 

term ahead. We are particularly looking forward to EPD day on Wednesday 24
th
 

November, where Year 8 will have the opportunity to explore the reality of World 

War One in greater detail. More detail to come soon! 

Spotlight: Year 8 history 

As a department, we have been very pleased with how enthusiastic Year 8 have 

been during their study of World War One. They enjoyed their ‘House of Cards’ 

lesson, where European tension was introduced by means of a mysterious                      

metaphor - an extremely dysfunctional household ready to come to blows!  

Will Brian and Frank be able 

to protect their Garden from 

Gerry? Will Frank and Gerry 

ever be able to decide who 

owns the walk in wardrobe? 

Just who will take over the Old 

man’s room when he dies - 

Russell or Austin? Why won’t 

anybody go into the                          

mysterious Child’s room? 

Can you figure out what this 

all means? 

 

We then moved on to look at the age-old 

question: Did a sandwich really cause World 

War One? Some students argued that it did- 

after all, if Gavril Princip, known Serbian                 

terrorist, had not stopped for a sandwich just 

as the Austrian Archduke’s car happened to 

turn down that alleyway, then the fatal             

shooting that triggered the war might never 

have happened! Year 8 have explored the 

concept of long term, short term and trigger 

causes and how these interact. They                 

produced some excellent newspaper articles 

from the perspectives of a variety of                   

countries. Here is a fantastic example from 

Owen Anderson: 



Year by Year round up 

 

Y7: Our Year 7 historians have finished looking at the Norman Conquest, 

where they explored all the ways William the Conqueror took control of England. 

They particularly enjoyed their Feudal system role play, where they modelled the 

feudal hierarchy. Well done to all our Kings, Queens, Barons, Knights and                     

Peasants who took part! They are now moving on study the role of the Medieval 

Church. 

 

Y9: Year 9 have finished Medieval Crime and Punishment and are moving on 

to the Early Modern Period. They have been getting to grips with new crimes in the 

period; vagabondage, witchcraft and heresy. They have learned about the                      

prominent role of religion on crime in this period; focusing on the case study of the 

(seasonally appropriate) Gunpowder Plot. 

 

Y10: Year 10 are making steady progress through their Elizabethan England 

GCSE course. They have recently been evaluating the causes and consequences 

of the Spanish Armada, and analysing the extent to which Elizabethan England               

experienced a ‘Golden Age’ of culture. 

 

Y11: Year 11 have been evaluating the extent to which the Weimar                          

Government facilitated German recovery during the 1920s and the role of Gustav 

Stresemann. They have explored the cultural boom that Germany experienced 

during this time. They are progressing on to learn about the early Nazi party. We 

wish them luck in their PPEs over the next two weeks. 

 

Y12: Year 12 have been rising to the challenges of A level history and have 

produced their first essays for the Stuarts course on James I’s handling of religion 

and finance. In their Italy course, they are currently looking at Mussolini’s rise to 

power. 

 

Y13: Year 13 are progressing well with their coursework. We have been very 
impressed with how they have tackled the challenge of researching their chosen 
topics independently. They are also studying Native American civil rights, as well 
as looking at how various factors impacted African American Civil Rights. 



Chenderit Sixth Form  
Sixth Form Weekly Bulletin 

Week Beginning: 1st November 2021 

Weekly Message 

Dear Parents and Carers, 

I hope you and each of our students enjoyed an                  

enjoyable and restful half term break. We have many 

important events taking place over the next half term 

of which I would like to make you aware: 

Year 12 and Year 13 reports will be sent home to you 

on 9th November. Please do take the time to read 

through these with your child. We will be spending 

time as part of the tutor programme looking at these 

reviews and target setting with each of our students. 

Year 12 and 13 Parents’ Evening are scheduled to take 

place this half term but due to the ongoing number of 

COIVD-19 cases, we are holding these virtually via an 

online platform called Parents Booking. Year 12                   

parents and carers have already had information 

emailed to them about this and closer to the time, 

Year 13 parents and carers will also receive this                    

information. In the meantime, if you have any                      

concerns, please do not hesitate to contact your 

child’s subject teachers or the Sixth Form Team. 

Our Virtual Sixth Form Open Evening is being held on 

25th November and prospective students and parents 

will be able to access the resources we are preparing 

for the evening via our school website. The prospectus 

is already live in the Sixth Form section of the website 

and application forms along with subject blockings 

will also be published on 25th November. Again, if you 

have any questions about enrolling into our Sixth 

Form from September 2021, please do not hesitate to 

contact a member of the Sixth Form Team. 

Our annual Charities Week and Christmas                         

Extravaganza are being held during the last week of 

term and meetings to organise the activities are                    

already taking place. Again, this will be different to 

previous years but we are all determined that this                    

annual tradition will still takes place in a safe                      

manner! 

As you can see, we have a busy half term ahead of us, 

with many important events taking place. We are 

looking forward to each of these events and if you 

have any questions about them, please do let us know. 

                                                                  - Mr. B. Belstone. 

Year 13 UCAS Applications 

 

In our last bulletin we reported that 15% of our Year 13 

cohort had submitted their university applications to 

UCAS and over the half term, we have had some                            

fantastic news on the process of these applications. The 

vast majority of these applicants have received offers 

back from their chosen universities, with many of these 

offers coming from Russell Group institutions including 

University of Bristol, University of Birmingham and 

University of Liverpool. We want to pass our                          

congratulations on to each of these applicants as they 

can now focus on their studies for the remainder of the 

academic year. 

We have also had an increase in the number of students 

applying to Cambridge and Oxford who have sat their 

admissions tests this week – well done to each of these. 

In light of this, we are continuing to encourage our Year 

13 students who are applying to university to complete 

and submit their applications as soon as possible. This 

gives them the best chance to get their responses back 

quickly and be ‘ahead of the game’ as many other                         

students around the country are working towards the 

15th January 2021 deadline. As always, if you have any 

questions in regards to the UCAS application process, 

please do not hesitate to contact us. 

Tutor Time Overview: 

In tutor time next week, our students will be looking at 

the importance of Armistice Day in readiness for 11th 

November. This is an important activity for us as the 

sacrifices of others have underpinned the topics we have 

studied so far in Personal Development this term,                      

particularly issues such as democracy, tolerance and 

diversity. 

Year 12 Parents’ Evening: 

Our Year 12 Parents’ Evening is taking place on 17th                      

November and we are looking forward to speaking with 

yourselves as parents and carers. 

This year, as I have said opposite, we are running the 

evening online through Parents Booking. Details have 

all been sent to parents and carers of how to log in and 

book appointments. If you have any questions, please 

contact me at: bbelstone@chenderit.net  

mailto:bbelstone@chenderit.net


DRAMA 

October Theatre Practitioner Workshops: 

 Physical Theatre Workshops: 

GCSE Drama and A-level Drama and Theatre students took part in a physical theatre workshop, led by 

Gavin Maxwell in affiliation with Cherwell Theatre Company. The students really thrived and created                 

exciting physical theatre performances using a myriad of devising techniques. It was particularly lovely to 

see the different year groups working together and supporting each other, with the students verbal                       

analysis and contributions being a particularly lovely part that Ms Jackson-Pate felt proud of!  The                         

devising skills gained from this opportunity will help support students across the GCSE and A level                     

Drama curriculum, where we look forward to seeing these new skills feature in the students’ performance 

work!   

If you wish to look into the performance style or work produced by Theatre Practitioners Frantic                        

Assembly or Cherwell Theatre Company, please look at these following links. 

 https://www.franticassembly.co.uk/ 

 https://

www.cherwelltheatrecompany.co.uk/ 

 

 

https://www.franticassembly.co.uk/
https://www.cherwelltheatrecompany.co.uk/
https://www.cherwelltheatrecompany.co.uk/


Effective Story-telling Workshop: 

Year 11 GCSE Drama students were very fortunate to attend an Effective Story-telling 

Workshop led by Tristan Jackson-Pate, Artistic Director of Cherwell Theatre Company,                 

University Lecturer in Acting: - Voice, professional actor and playwright.  The workshop                       

supported the students’ upcoming Component 2 Grimm’s Tale Performance Exam. The                      

students gained lots of performance skills that can be directly implemented within their                           

performance work. 

  

Bertolt Brecht Workshop: 

A-level Drama and Theatre students in Years 12 and 13 took part in a Bertolt Brecht           

Practical Workshop which supports Component 3, Section 3 of their written exam,                  

exploring and applying Brechtian methodology practitioner to further deepen and consolidate 

their knowledge and understanding of this style.  The A-level students were massively                       

impressive and produced exceptional politically poignant performance work. 

Music News 

It has been great to hear our Year 7 students developing their keyboard skills over the first couple of months of this year. All 
students in Year 7 have been able to demonstrate that they can play a piece of music, many reading from music notation for 
the first time. The following are examples from our keyboard booklet, which show how students are developing their                     
performance skills. Some have worked through several pieces and are trying to play with both hands at the same time. Later 
in the year, they will have the opportunity to try other instruments, such as guitar, ukulele and drum kit. Year 7 students can 
come to Music 1 on a Wednesday lunchtime to practise their instrumental work. 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Safeguarding is everyone’s business 
We are very proud to be part of a working party that has come together to raise 
awareness of the risks that the young people in our communities are vulnerable to. 
Prime7 Multi Academy Trust, Chenderit Secondary School, West Northamptonshire 
Police, the Parish Council and Neighbourhood Watch of Chipping Warden came                
together to set up our Risk Aware Campaign that will aim to heighten awareness of 
the safeguarding concerns in our community. It will also be a platform for us to                     
disseminate information to parents, carers, pupils and community leaders.  
 
We are looking forward to welcoming leaders from King's Sutton and Middleton 
Cheney Parishes for our next meeting in January. Click here to find out more                           
information from the Northamptonshire Safeguarding Children Partnership. 
 
We would like to introduce you to your Neighbourhood Policing Team (see photos 
overleaf).  

You will need to reports crimes/incidents to the police in the normal way:  

 Is it an emergency?  
 Does it feel like the situation could get heated or violent very soon?  
 Is someone in immediate danger?  
 Do you need support right away?  
 
If so, please call 999 now. 
 
If you have a hearing or speech impairment, use our textphone service 18000 or 
text us on 999 if you’ve pre-registered with the emergencySMS service. 
 
If you’ve witnessed or been the victim of crime please report it to us. 
 
Reports are dealt with by our control room in exactly the same way whether you          
report it online or call 101. 

http://www.northamptonshirescb.org.uk/
tel:999
https://www.relayuk.bt.com/how-to-use-relay-uk/contact-999-using-relay-uk.html
tel:101




 

 

 

 

 

 

 


