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Covid 19 

Addendum to BFL policy in the event of the reopening of school 

2 June 2020 

 

The Covid 19 addendum to the behaviour policy runs in conjunction with the governors’ 
ratified behaviour policy: 
(http://www.chenderit.northants.sch.uk/assets/documents/Policies/BfLPolicy-6-19.pdf and 
R:\Staff\School Policies - BfLPolicy-6.19.pdf) 

These are exceptional and unprecedented times for all. The safe, secure reopening of 
Chenderit School remains a priority and, as such, the impeccable behaviour of all students 
who return as part of the government's recovery strategy and phased reopening of 
secondary schools is of the utmost importance. At Chenderit School, we seek to support all 
young people in a caring environment so that they are able to reach their academic potential 
and develop the social and emotional skills to contribute effectively in wider society and in the 
workplace. We aim to support all young people in developing the resilience, self-control and 
supportive awareness of others, which will enable them to be successful at school and 
beyond. This is particularly important following the impact of Covid 19 school closures from 
23rd March 2020.  

In planning for the phased reopening of the school from 15th June 2020, we continue to 
strive to develop in our young people a strong understanding of how their choices and 
actions have consequences and, in particular in this period, how potentially serious and life 
changing these consequences might be for themselves and for others around them. 

In all education, childcare and social care settings, preventing the spread of coronavirus 
involves dealing with direct transmission (for instance, when in close contact with those 
sneezing and coughing) and indirect transmission (via touching contaminated surfaces). A 
range of approaches and actions are to be employed to mitigate this. These can be seen as 
a hierarchy of controls that, when implemented, create an inherently safer system, where 
the risk of transmission of infection is substantially reduced. These include: 

• minimising contact with individuals who are unwell by ensuring that those who have 
coronavirus symptoms, or who have someone in their household who does, do not attend 
childcare settings, schools or colleges 

• cleaning hands more often than usual - wash hands thoroughly for 20 seconds with 
running water and soap and dry them thoroughly or use alcohol hand rub or sanitiser 
ensuring that all parts of the hands are covered 

• ensuring good respiratory hygiene especially when sneezing, coughing, tissue use and 
disposal, by promoting the "catch it, bin it, kill it” message, and avoiding touching your 
mouth, nose and eyes (face) approach. 

• cleaning frequently touched surfaces often using standard products, such as detergents 
and bleach 

• minimising contact and mixing by altering, as much as possible, the environment such as 
classroom layout and timetables (such as staggered break times) 

 

The main aspects requiring particular attention in this addendum to the existing behaviour 
policy are: 

http://www.chenderit.northants.sch.uk/assets/documents/Policies/BfLPolicy-6-19.pdf


2 
 

• Travel to/from school – public and other forms of school transport, entering and 
leaving the school site 

• Maintaining social distancing in school 
• The use of school toileting facilities 
• Break and lunchtime expectations 
• Use of facemasks and/or other new equipment in school 
• Restricted use of school textbooks/other school equipment 
• Procedures if students become unwell at school  
• Care and wellbeing of young people 
• Protecting themselves and others from risk of transmission 

Travel to/from school – public and other forms of school transport, entering and 
leaving the school site 

Students will:  

• Observe the rules and regulations set by transport companies in maintaining the 
appropriate social distance whilst traveling on public and other organised school 
transport 

• Use the appropriate entrance/exit guidance and pay particular attention to reducing 
the contact with surfaces whilst using these transport services 

• Use an appropriate hand sanitiser gel/wipe to clean their hands once they have 
completed their travel to/from school on each journey.  

(NB: any use of protective gloves worn whilst traveling to from school must be disposed 
of in an appropriate manner, such as in the bins provided by the school, prior to entering 
the school building). 

Parent/carers will:  

• Ensure they only transport family members who live in the same household 
• Take the necessary precautions whilst dropping off children near/close to the school 

entrance/exit thereby not causing congestion  
• Not allow their children to leave the car unless they are able to observe the 2m rule. 

The school will:  

• Provide clear guidance regarding the appropriate access points for students to 
enter/leave the school  

• Ensure social distancing is highlighted as of the utmost importance 
• Ensure the school buses enter the site in a staggered manner and only collect 

students in a manner that allows social distancing to be maintained  
• Ensure the correct provision for waste management on the school site 
• Provide access to appropriate soap/hand sanitiser/wipes as students enter school 

and as and where required. 

Government advice on travel: 

https://www.gov.uk/guidance/coronavirus-covid-19-safer-travel-guidance-for-passengers 

Maintaining social distancing in school 

Students will:  

• Maintain the appropriate safe social distancing (i.e. 2m) wherever possible, 

https://www.gov.uk/guidance/coronavirus-covid-19-safer-travel-guidance-for-passengers
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• Follow strictly the newly adopted one way system in school for all (see appendix 1: 
the map/plan of one way routes in school)  

• Adopt the procedures as identified as hierarchy of controls (see above) to maintain 
appropriate hygiene and reduce the risk of transmission. 

Parents/carers will: 

• Reinforce the absolute importance of maintaining social distancing at school to their 
children 

• Accept the school’s actions if this is deemed not to have been maintained 
• Ensure students are fully aware of the hierarchy of controls required to reduce 

transmission.   

The school will: 

• Provide a strict one-way system in school for all (i.e. students, staff and visitors) 
• Configure the layout of classroom/other teaching and learning areas/social 

environments to achieve  social distancing 
• Ensure all spaces are well ventilated  
• Ensure emergency evacuation procedures follow the principles of quickest, safest, 

and most direct evacuation route to the planned emergency meeting point/s whilst 
also ensuring safe and orderly social distancing  

• Operate regular cleaning and hygiene procedures throughout the school day 
compatible to the hierarchy of controls and thereby reducing the risk of 
transmission 

• continue to review and monitor the advice provided by the government on social 
distancing within educational settings: 
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-implementing-
protective-measures-in-education-and-childcare-settings 

The use of school toileting facilities 

Students will:  

• Operate a ‘sensible and common sense’ approach to the use of the toileting facilities 
at school 

• Wait outside  the toilet facilities in a calm and sensible queue, (maintaining the 2m 
social distancing rule) until the toilet facility has become ‘free to use’  

• Ensure and maintain high levels of hygiene (handwashing/use of soap/hand 
sanitiser) following the use of the facilities.  

Parent/carers will: 

• Reinforce these key messages with their children regarding using the toileting 
facilities 

• Convey the absolute trust the school places in their children to behave in an 
appropriate manner once inside the toilet facility. 

The school will:  

• Reduce access to the toilet facilities to appropriate numbers at any one time in order 
to maintain social distancing principles  

• Ensure the hierarchy of controls pay particular attention to the school’s toileting 
facilities throughout the school day. 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-implementing-protective-measures-in-education-and-childcare-settings
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-implementing-protective-measures-in-education-and-childcare-settings
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Break/lunchtime expectations 

Students will: 

• Maintain appropriate social distancing expectations during break/lunch time 
• Use the outdoor spaces (weather permitting) for supervised exercise in support of 

their wellbeing and physical and mental health  
• Participate in a variety of supervised activities where close contact is not required (or 

permitted)  
• Not congregate in groups  
• Keep away from all areas/equipment marked ‘out of bounds’ or sealed off.  
• Not re-organise any of the school’s equipment such as chairs, picnic benches, gym 

equipment, markers, temporary barriers/signage etc.  
• Not share refreshments/food or anything else with other students. 

Parents/carers will:  

• Ensure students have enough food/refreshments in appropriate containers that allow 
young people to be able to consume and keep hydrated throughout the day, thus 
reducing the need for students to access replenishing water bottles etc.   

• Reinforce the key messages above with their children. 

The school will:  

• Set specific areas for use by students at various break/lunchtimes (NB: these will be 
staggered for particular groups at appropriate times in the school day)  

• Mark suitable recreational spaces clearly and identify other areas that are ‘not in use’ 
or available to access  

• Use independent start and stop times for students (i.e. for staggered breaks) by the 
use of other devices (e.g. a whistle) rather than operating the school bell (which may 
in turn disturb the learning of others) 

• Set chairs etc. at the appropriate 2m distance, allowing students to sit and converse 
with their peers. 

Use of facemasks and/or other new equipment in school 

Government recommendations: 

Wearing a face covering or facemask in schools or other education settings is not 
recommended. Face coverings may be beneficial for short periods indoors where 
there is a risk of close social contact with people you do not usually meet and where 
social distancing and other measures cannot be maintained, for example on public 
transport * (see additional note below) or in some shops. This does not apply to 
schools or other education settings. Schools and other education or childcare 
settings should therefore not require staff, children and learners to wear face 
coverings. Changing habits, cleaning and hygiene are effective measures in 
controlling the spread of the virus. Face coverings (or any form of medical mask 
where instructed to be used for specific clinical reasons) should not be worn in any 
circumstance by those who may not be able to handle them as directed (for example, 
young children, or those with special educational needs or disabilities) as it may 
inadvertently increase the risk of transmission.  
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Excerpt from: https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-
implementing-protective-measures-in-education-and-childcare-settings/coronavirus-covid-
19-implementing-protective-measures-in-education-and-childcare-settings 

* More recently – 5 June 2020 government advice has changed: From 15 June, you must 
wear a face covering on public transport. You should be prepared to remove your face 
covering if asked to do so by police officers and staff for the purposes of identification. 
Advice for wearing a facemask/covering in schools has not changed as indicated above. 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/staying-safe-outside-your-home/staying-safe-
outside-your-home 

Students will: 

• Adhere to the safe and appropriate use and disposal of facemasks and other 
protective equipment, such as gloves 

• Dispose of all used PPE safely, as directed by the school 
• Keep their personal property orderly 
• Not touch anyone else’s property 
• Ensure that no other person touches their property  
• Take home all their belongings/clothes/equipment each day 
• Ensure their equipment is cleaned thoroughly with appropriate cleaning products in 

preparation for the next school day. 

Students will not: 

• Wear inappropriately decorated/designed facemasks or other unsuitable protective 
equipment to school 

• Dispose of used items unsafely  
• Place or leave such equipment on their desk/working space (and expect to use them 

later) 
• Share their own property with other students 
• Bring unnecessary equipment to school. 

Parents/carers will: 

• Consider carefully the government guidance on PPE equipment in secondary school 
settings 

• Ensure their children do not bring unnecessary equipment/items to school  
• Ensure students wear the appropriate type of plain facemask/other protective items, 

as preferred. 

The school will: 

• Ensure the appropriate use of any facemasks/other protective equipment in school  
• Ensure safety conditions are maintained by speaking with students as to the 

acceptable use or not of specific items, as appropriate e.g. as students wear 
facemasks into school from public transport 

• Provide appropriate safe disposal of used items in clearly marked waste containers 
e.g. for the disposal of facemasks/other protective equipment worn on public 
transport on the way into school. 
 

Restricted use of school textbooks/other school equipment 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-implementing-protective-measures-in-education-and-childcare-settings/coronavirus-covid-19-implementing-protective-measures-in-education-and-childcare-settings
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-implementing-protective-measures-in-education-and-childcare-settings/coronavirus-covid-19-implementing-protective-measures-in-education-and-childcare-settings
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-implementing-protective-measures-in-education-and-childcare-settings/coronavirus-covid-19-implementing-protective-measures-in-education-and-childcare-settings
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/staying-safe-outside-your-home/staying-safe-outside-your-home#:%7E:text=Evidence%20suggests%20that%20wearing%20a,do%20not%20replace%20social%20distancing.
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/staying-safe-outside-your-home/staying-safe-outside-your-home#:%7E:text=Evidence%20suggests%20that%20wearing%20a,do%20not%20replace%20social%20distancing.
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Students will:  

• Not be loaned equipment (other than in exceptional circumstances and at staff 
discretion)  

• Be expected to keep all resources and personal equipment/stationery for their own 
use only  

• Not be able to loan equipment to other students 
• Not be able to use school textbooks in school (risk of transmission to others).  
• Not be handing in their exercise books for marking etc.  

Parents/carer will: 

• Ensure that only vital equipment, school materials and personal belongings are 
brought into school and that these are in a safe and appropriate bag/container 

• Ensure that their children understand that they must not share their equipment or 
personal belongings. 

The school will: 

• Reduce the use of school equipment to the absolute minimum (and maintain strong 
anti-contamination controls) 

• Maintain the school’s policy on the restricted use of mobile phones as defined in the 
School’s Personal Technology Policy. Note: Mobile phones and any other electronic 
device (including, but not limited to game players, cameras, video recorders etc. are 
not allowed to be seen or heard on the school site at any time.  
http://www.chenderit.northants.sch.uk/assets/documents/Policies/PersonalTechnolo
gyPolicy-6-19.pdf 
 

• The wearing of a school sweatshirt, (as within the current uniform policy (7-11) 
during terms 5, 6 and 1, remains optional. Please do not bring a school sweatshirt to 
school if it is not needed, otherwise all other school uniform is expected to be worn, 
in line with the uniform policy. 
http://www.chenderit.northants.sch.uk/assets/documents/Policies/Uniform-Policy-7-
19.pdf 

 

Procedures if students become unwell at school 

Students will: 

• Make any signs and symptoms of being unwell clear to staff whilst maintaining 
appropriate social distancing 

• Seek support from the staff they are directly working with who in turn will seek 
medical assistance  

• Not remove themselves from their classroom/learning environment to seek medical 
assistance (unless in an absolute emergency).  

Parents/carers will: 

• Ensure that students do not attend school if they or anyone in their home has  
symptoms of Covid-19 

If you live with others and you are the first in the household to have symptoms of 
coronavirus (COVID-19), then you must stay at home for at least 7 days, but all other 

http://www.chenderit.northants.sch.uk/assets/documents/Policies/PersonalTechnologyPolicy-6-19.pdf
http://www.chenderit.northants.sch.uk/assets/documents/Policies/PersonalTechnologyPolicy-6-19.pdf
http://www.chenderit.northants.sch.uk/assets/documents/Policies/Uniform-Policy-7-19.pdf
http://www.chenderit.northants.sch.uk/assets/documents/Policies/Uniform-Policy-7-19.pdf
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/covid-19-stay-at-home-guidance/stay-at-home-guidance-for-households-with-possible-coronavirus-covid-19-infection#symptoms
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household members who remain well must stay at home and not leave the house for 14 
days. The 14-day period starts from the day when the first person in the house became 
ill. See the explanatory diagram https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/covid-19-
stay-at-home-guidance/stay-at-home-guidance-for-households-with-possible-
coronavirus-covid-19-infection 

 

 

The school will: 

• Ensure that appropriate first aid facilities and staff coverage are available whilst 
students are in school 

• Use a separate isolation room and procedures if medical support is needed whilst at 
school 

• Liaise with Public Health England, if necessary. 

 

Care and wellbeing of young people 

During the extended period of partial opening, the potential 5 losses of routine, structure, 
friendship, opportunity and freedom can trigger the emergence of anxiety, trauma and 
bereavement in a young person. The overall impact cannot be underestimated. It may cause 
a rapid erosion of good mental health in students. 

Students will: 

• Identify any concerns, needs or underlying issues with their general wellbeing/ 
mental health or schoolwork as soon as possible.  

Parents/carers will: 

• Contact the appropriate Head of Learning about their children’s welfare and mental 
health concerns.  

The school will: 

• Provide individual pastoral and welfare support through the Inclusion Team and 
outside agencies where appropriate, encouraging young people to express their 
thoughts, emotions and any anxieties that may exist.   

 

Protecting themselves and others from risk of transmission out of school 

There are important actions that children and young people, their parents and those who 
work with them can take during the coronavirus outbreak, to help prevent the spread of the 
virus. 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/covid-19-stay-at-home-guidance 

Students will: 

• Be proactive in maintaining good protective measure whilst out of school, 
maintaining social distancing expectations; engaging in good health and hygiene 
routines, regularly washing hands etc. 

https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/873359/Stay_at_home_guidance_diagram.pdf
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/covid-19-stay-at-home-guidance/stay-at-home-guidance-for-households-with-possible-coronavirus-covid-19-infection
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/covid-19-stay-at-home-guidance/stay-at-home-guidance-for-households-with-possible-coronavirus-covid-19-infection
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/covid-19-stay-at-home-guidance/stay-at-home-guidance-for-households-with-possible-coronavirus-covid-19-infection
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/covid-19-stay-at-home-guidance
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Parents/carers will: 

• Ensure students are aware of good protective measures and ensure their children 
follow them whilst out of school (e.g. maintaining social distancing expectations; 
engaging in good health and hygiene routines, regularly washing hands etc.) 

The school will:  

• Continue to remind students of societal and school expectations and act upon any 
information brought to the attention of the school where any infringement of 
expectations is suspected. 

 

Rewards and sanctions 

The Behaviour Policy continues to apply. 

Staff continue to set achievement points and record concerns remotely where appropriate. 
On the phased return to school, existing sanctions for poor and unwanted behaviour 
continue to apply.   

In addition, during the current covid-19 period and in relation to students contravening our 
health and safety expectations and requirements, we shall apply the following in order to 
maintain a safe and hygienic environment for all at school:  

a) Low-level concern: staff will warn students, and this warning will be recorded internally 
b) Mid-level concern: staff will refer a mid-level concern to the Senior Leadership Team 

(SLT) who will issue a ‘final warning’. This will be  recorded on SIMs and contact will be  
made with the student’s parents/carers 

c) High-level concern: This requires an immediate response as it puts either the student 
or others in the school at direct risk through unsafe behaviour/s  

i. and/or follows a second mid-level SLT concern  
ii. and/or follows a third low-level warning  

 
Upon the issuing of a high-level concern, the student will be isolated whilst the 
parent/carer comes to school to collect the child. Following such an exclusion, the 
student will not return to school until a re-admittance meeting is held. (See guidance 
below on school exclusions during Covid 19 and in particular remote access meetings) 

 

Other items to be read in relation to this addendum to the Chenderit School Behaviour Policy 
include the Government’s recovery strategy:  

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/our-plan-to-rebuild-the-uk-governments-covid-
19-recovery-strategy/our-plan-to-rebuild-the-uk-governments-covid-19-recovery-strategy 

Changes to the school exclusion process during the coronavirus (COVID 19 outbreak: 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/school-exclusion/changes-to-the-school-
exclusion-process-during-the-coronavirus-outbreak 

 

 

 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/our-plan-to-rebuild-the-uk-governments-covid-19-recovery-strategy/our-plan-to-rebuild-the-uk-governments-covid-19-recovery-strategy
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/our-plan-to-rebuild-the-uk-governments-covid-19-recovery-strategy/our-plan-to-rebuild-the-uk-governments-covid-19-recovery-strategy
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/school-exclusion/changes-to-the-school-exclusion-process-during-the-coronavirus-outbreak
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/school-exclusion/changes-to-the-school-exclusion-process-during-the-coronavirus-outbreak
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Appendix 1: 

 

School floor plan indicating strict one-way systems within the school building: 

 

Students may enter exit the school environment only by one of three routes shown in Red. 
Students are not to use other doorways for entry or exit (unless required to do so in an 
evacuation emergency) 

Whilst in the building all students, staff and visitors must operate and strictly maintain the 
one-way travel direction in each of the corridors as indicated by the yellow direction arrows 
and routes of travel. 


