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A Level German
A Modern languages 'A level' course lasts two years, during which time you will not only develop
your use of the German language, but also explore many aspects of the culture and society of
France/Germany/Spain and other French/German/Spanish speaking countries.
1 Course requirements
We expect that you have obtained a strong grade at GCSE in your chosen language, that
you have a positive attitude and that you are willing to work hard!
2 Organisation of the course
You will probably have four hours of lessons a week, divided by two teachers. In addition
you are encouraged to get together with classmates in a small group in a free each week to work
on orals skills.
3 Skills you will acquire
The course consists of a number of complementary units in which the four language skills listening, speaking, reading and writing are developed simultaneously. The course will help you to
develop your general study skills, but most of all you will learn to communicate at a higher level in
your chosen MFL. You will also learn much more about a wide range of aspects of the societies in
which German is spoken.
Reading - You will be able to read, understand and extract information from written
passages in the target language taken from authentic sources such as magazines or newspapers,
reports or books.
Listening - You will be able to listen to, and understand contemporary spoken language
and answer questions you have heard. The passages that you will learn to listen to will be taken
from a range of sources such as news from radio and TV, weather forecasts, announcements,
interviews, discussions and songs.
Speaking and writing - You will learn how to write essays and longer pieces, and to hold
conversations and discussions in the target language. You will learn the appropriate grammar,
words and phrases that will help you to

•
•
•
•

present information in the target language
organise your arguments
provide opinions
analyse your ideas

4 What kind of student is this course suitable for?
If you are interested in languages and communication, and you enjoy learning about
different cultures and ways of life, then this course will suit you. Similarly, if you are interested in
business, travel and tourism or journalism and media, you are likely to find this course appropriate
for you.
5 Content of the course
3.1 Social issues and trends
Students must study the themes and sub-themes below in relation to at least one German
speaking country.
Students must study the themes and sub-themes using a range of sources, including material from
online media.
3.1.1 Aspects of German-speaking society Students may study all sub-themes in relation to any
German-speaking country or countries. • The changing state of the family (Familie im Wandel) •
Beziehungen innerhalb der Familie• Partnerschaft und Ehe• Verschiedene Familienformen• The
digital world (Die digitale Welt) • Das Internet• Soziale Netzwerke• Die Digitalisierung der
Gesellschaft• Youth culture: fashion and trends, music, television (Jugendkultur: Mode, Musik und
Fernsehen) • Mode und Image• Die Bedeutung der Musik fur Jugendliche• Die Rolle des
Fernsehens
3.1.2 Multiculturalism in German-speaking society
Students may study all the sub-themes in relation to any German-speaking country or countries. •
Immigration (Einwanderung) • Die GrOnde fur Migration• Vor- und Nachteile der Einwanderung•
Migrationspolitik• Integration (Integration) • Mar.?inahmen zur Integration• Hindernisse fur die
Integration• Die Erfahrungen verschiedener Migrantengruppen• Racism (Rassismus)• Die Opfer
des Rassismus• Die UrsprOnge des Rassismus• Der Kampf gegen Rassismus
3.2 Political and artistic culture
Students must study the themes and sub-themes below in relation to at least one German
speaking country.
3.2.1 Artistic culture in the German-speaking world
Students may study sub-themes Festivals and traditions and Art and architecture in relation to any
German-speaking country or countries. Students must study The cultural life of Berlin in relation to
Berlin. • Festivals and traditions (Feste und Traditionen) • Feste und Traditionen - ihre Wurzeln
und UrsprOnge• Feste und Traditionen - ihre soziale und wirtschaftliche Bedeutung heute•
Vielfaltige Feste und Traditionen in verschiedenen Regionen• Art and architecture (Kunst und
Architektur) • KOnstler und Architekten• Kunst und Architektur im Alltag• Kunst und Architektur Vergangenheit, G egenwart, Zukunft• Cultural life in Berlin, past and present (Das Berliner
Kulturleben damals und heute) • Berlin - gepragt durch seine Geschichte• Theater, Musik und
Museen in Berlin• Die Vielfalt innerhalb der Bevolkerung Berlins
3.2.2 Aspects of political life in the German-speaking world
Students may study Politics and youth in relation to any German-speaking country or countries.
Students must study the sub-themes Germany and the EU and German re-unification and its
consequences in relation to Germany. • Germany and the European Union (Deutschland und die
Europa·ische Union) • Die Rolle Deutschlands in Europa• Vor- und Nachteile der EU fOr
Deutschland• Die Auswirkungen der EU-Erweiterung auf Deutschland• Politics and youth (Die
Politik und die Jugend) • Politisches Engagement Jugendlicher • Schwerpunkte der Jugendpolitik •
Werte und ldeale• German re-unification and its consequences (Die Wiedervereinigung und ihre

Folgen) • Friedliche Revolution in der DOR
• Die Wiedervereinigung - Wunsch und Wirklichkeit• Alte und neue Bundeslander - Kultur und
ldentitat
As you can see, there are several topic areas which are familiar to you from your GCSE studies ..
Our approach is always to build on what you already know, gradually extending the range and
depth of your knowledge and setting it more firmly in a German context.
6 Exams (2019)
Paper 1 (Listening, reading, writing)
What's assessed• Aspects of German-speaking society• Artistic culture in the German-speaking
world• Multiculturalism in German-speaking society• Aspects of political life in German-speaking
society• Grammar How it's assessed• Written exam: 2 hours 30 minutes• 100 marks• 50% of A
level
Students have control over the listening material on MP3 players
They must translate 100 words in to English and also 100 words in German

Paper 2: Writing
• One text and one film or two texts from the list set in the specification• Grammar How it's
assessed• Written exam: 2 hours • 80 marks in total• 20% of A-level
Questions• Either one question in German on a set text from a choice of two questions and one
question in German on a set film from a choice of two questions or two questions in German on
set texts from a choice of two questions on each text.
• All questions will require a critical appreciation of the concepts and issues covered in the work
and a critical and analytical response to features such as the form and the technique of
presentation, as appropriate to the work studied (eg the effect of narrative voice in a prose text or
camera work in a film). No access to texts or films during the assessment. No access to a
dictionary during the assessment. Students are advised to write approximately 300 words per
essay.
Apart from these formal exams, you will also have regular end of unit assessments, vocabulary
tests and mini speaking presentations to prepare in order to monitor your progress carefully, and
to build up your confidence in exams.

Paper 3: Speaking
• Individual research project• One of four themes ie Aspects of Germanspeaking society or Artistic
culture in the German-speaking world or Multiculturalism in German-speaking society or Aspects
of political life in German-speaking society How it's assessed • Oral exam: 21-23 minutes
(including 5 minutes preparation time)• 60 marks in total• 30% of A-level
Questions• Discussion of a sub-theme with the discussion based on a stimulus card (5-6
minutes). The student studies the card for 5 minutes at the start of the test (25 marks). •
Presentation (2 minutes) and discussion (9-10 minutes) of individual research project (35
marks). No access to a dictionary during the assessment (including 5 minutes preparation).
7 What do we expect from you?
In order to really get the maximum out of this course, we expect you to
• Produce homework on time and to the depth required
• Prepare thoroughly for lessons (including discussion)
• Communicate in your chosen MFL wherever possible with teachers and other members of
the group

•
•

Read newspapers, magazines and publications in your chosen MFL, and visit websites in
this language.
Bring enthusiasm to lessons, and to contribute as much as possible to discussion.

8 Materials recommended
� A good bilingual dictionary suitable for A level study A book of verb tables
� A grammar workbook AQA German Grammar & Translation workbook
� Ring binders and file dividers
� An MP3 player
� Home internet access
9 After the course
Having a language at A level can open many doors - whether you wish to pursue a degree
at unive rsity, or to enter the world of work. A language qualification on your CV can greatly
improve your e mployability, in particular with large multinational companie s. Languages will now
combine with any subject at A le ve l, and are considered very positively by university admissions
tutors.
The course does demand hard work, but it is varied wide ranging and enjoyable; in the longer term
the skills and breadth of knowledge you will acquire will, we are convince d, assist you in the
pursuit of an interesting and fulfilling career.

GCSE - A Level German Transition

How to begin

As with all courses at A level, you will be expected to read around your subject, and to acquire
knowledge outside the classroom. It cannot be expected, however, that you should be able to read
German newspapers or listen to German radio from the outset. Nevertheless, there are some
things you can do from the start .....
>-- Use the library and internet to research Germany in general: its geography, its recent
history for example
>-- Start a scrap book, in which you can collect anything you find which is related to the course
(an article about German football etc). Get family and friends to join in and help you collect.
>-- Find German language movies online or on Netflix/Amazon prime, or find a cinema which
shows foreign language films. You will be shown some German films in extracts, and
entirely in lessons, and you will hopefully find this a fun way of understanding more about
Germanic culture. Ask for recommendations from teachers and other students. A few to
start you off might be
'Goodbye Lenin'
'Lola Rennt'
'Das Leben der Anderen'
'Die Fetten Jahren Sind Vorbei'
'Das Wunder von Bern'
>-- Use the internet to further your acquisition of language and knowledge. You will be given
lots of websites to visit during the course, but don't be afraid to pursue your own personal
interests by using German search engines to find related sites (don't forget to type the key
words in German!)
www.spiegel.de (German news website and magazine)
http://www.dw.de/themen/s-9077 (German news in German and English for learners)
http://www.goethe.de/ins/ca/lp/lrn/wlg/cst/mag/enindex.htm (A link to a lot of online magazines for
German young people.
>-- Listen to songs and watch German artists on Youtube, e.g Rammstein, Wir sind Heiden,
Die Toten Hosen, Die Arzte, Die Fantastischen Vier (any more you find would also be
welcome)

Don't be afraid to explore topics that interest you personally, and to come back and tell others - it
is exactly this kind of exploration that will make you a more interesting, knowledgeable and
successful student!
Here are some tasks to get you started ..... .

SUMMER tasks
Reading tasks
See attached sheets

Grammatik
See attached sheets using 3 tenses

Written work
Prepare a response to the following questions. It can be in the form of one extended piece of writing. Write in as much
detail as possible and apply the same approach as at GCSE, along with any new language you have picked up.
Continue to include Grade 5-9 structures, connectives and tenses (present, past, future, condi ti onal). You should aim to
write 250-300 words in total.

Was machst du gern in deiner Freizeit?
Was hast du in den Ferien gemacht?
Was wirst du in den nachsten Ferien machen?

The Perfect Tense with SEIN
The following columns show the break down of perfect sentences in German. Use them to help you
complete the tasks. You may need to change some of the words in the middle column, in which
case use your books or a dictionary.
lch bin (I)
Du bist (you)

in die Stadt I ins Dorf/ ins Stadtzentrum

gegangen

mit dem Auto nach London

gefahren

Er ist (he)
Sie ist (she)

jeden tag um acht Uhr
zu Hause/ mit ihrer Mutter

geschwommen
geblieben

Es ist (it)

mit dem Bus/ zu Fuss zu Hause

gekommen

Wir sind (we)

letzten Sommer mit dem Flugzeug nach Madrid

geflogen

Sie sind (they)

am Montag um sechs Uhr

aufgestanden

jedes Wochenende zusammen

gelaufen

in den Sommerferien in die Berge

gewandert

A:

Wie sagt man diese Satze auf Englisch?

1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.
9.
10.
11.
12.

lch bin zu Hause gekommen
Er ist mit dem Bus gefahren
SjJ..jst spat aufgestanden
Wir sind zu Fuss gegangen
Sie sind leider zu Hause geblieben
bist du zur Party gegangen?
Wie bist du im Urlaub gefahren?
lch bin in einem Fluss geschwommen.
Wir sind in der Klassenzimmer geblieben
Sie ist mit ihrer Schwester gegangen
Er ist in der Stadtmitte gefahren.
lch bin nicht mt dem Fahrrad gefahren

Zur Hilfe!
You make questions by swapping
the du and the verb part around:
bist du zu Hause geblieben?
= You stayed at home?
C: Write the sentences in part A out again
putting in a time phrase.
Choose from the list below.
Remember the time goes at the
start of the sentence.

B: Wie sagt man diese Satze auf Deutsch?
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.
9.
10.

I swam with my friends yesterday
He went by bus
We walked to school
Did you fly to Germany?
She got up at 4 o'clock
They came at 9 o'clock
He travelled with his brother
You ran home
Did you travel in the new car?
We did not swim at school

e.g. Am Samstag bin ich zu Hause gekommen.
1am Dienstag usw.
im Februar usw.
am Wochende
morgen
nachste Woche
in den Ferien
Nachstes Jahr
um acht Uhr um
halb neun

= on Tuesday
= in February
= at the weekend
= tomorrow
= last week
= in the holidays
= next year
= at 8 o'clock
= at half past eight

EXTRA : Wo bist du am Wochenende gegangen?
Am Sonntag--------- und -----------________ _________ es hat Spass gemacht!

Aber meine Schwester -----------------Und mein Voter------

